Halesowen 

CHRONICLE 



Thursday, July 14, 2016 


Read by more than 46,000 people 


Price when sold 60p 


BRAVE ROBBIE'S 
WEDDING JOY 


BUSINESS 

Car parts supplier 
is creating 18 jobs 

A CAR parts supplier has opened a new 
site in Halesowen, creating 18 jobs. 

Andrew Page has moved to the 17,000 
sq ft site in Coombswood Way, which will 
act as the company’s hub and help im¬ 
prove how it handles stock. 

Chief executive Martin Saunders said: 
“The Midlands is a key region for us both 
in terms of its location from a logistics per¬ 
spective, as well as the opportunities it 
brings in reaching additional customers. 
This site will also help us to expand our 
operations into Wales.” 


Report by Rob Cox 


‘LOVE casts out fear’. That 
was the poignant message 
as Robbie Eves married his 
fiancee just months after be¬ 
ing diagnosed with stage four 
cancer. 

Surrounded by friends and family 
in St Thomas’ Church in Stourbridge 
on Saturday, Robbie and his partner 
Gemma vowed to love, comfort, hon¬ 
our and protect one another. 

After he was diagnosed with stage four bowel 
and liver cancer earlier this year, the decision 
was made to bring the wedding forward. 

Robbie’s mother Judie Eves said: “They have 
been engaged for four years and they always 
intended to get married in September this 
year. With Robbie’s 
diagnosis it was all 
put on hold and then 
it was decided to bring 
it all forward. It was 
arranged very quickly 
in a matter of two or 
three weeks.” 

The couple started 
going out when teen¬ 
agers, 16 years on they 
have two sons Ruar- 
Gemma and Robbie four, and Euan, 21 
months. 

In an emotional and moving service, Rev 
Andrew Sillis told them: “You two have got a 
much better idea of what the future holds than 
most couples have prior to their marriage. In 
your situation many people would be afraid but 
what I see in you two is no fear at all. 

Strength 

“The strength you have in life for one an¬ 
other, that is indescribably admirable. Loves 
casts out fear.” 

Rugby player Robbie, 34, from Stourbridge, 
has played at Stourbridge RFC since the age of 
six. He progressed through every age level to 
colts and was part of a successful team which 
won The North Midlands Cup when he was 16. 
He also played for his school team, Oldswinford 
Hospital School including a rugby tour of Aus¬ 
tralia in 2000. 

Robbie, who became a software engineer, 
continued to represent Stourbridge Rugby Club 
at senior level. He also played for county team 
Hereford and Worcester. 

Sixty players have already signed up to take 
to the field in a benefit match to be held on July 
22 at Stourbridge RFC from 7pm. Money raised 
will go towards a trust fund for Gemma and 
the boys and for any treatment which can help 
Robbie. To help contact club president John 
Slim on 07989 786913 or visit www.justgiving. 
com for ‘Helping Robbie Through Rugby’. 



RACE FOR LIFE BRINGS OUT THE CROWDS AT HIMLEY 



In the pink - The cancer charity fundraising Race for Life gets under way in the grounds of Himley Hall, near Dudley, on Sunday 


THE pink army descended on Himley Hall on 
Sunday to take part in the 5km Race for Life 
in aid of Cancer Research UK and to remem¬ 
ber loved ones lost to cancer. 

Woman of all ages gathered at the starting 
line in the grounds of the stately home near 
Dudley as the race got under way at 11am. 

Runners were in cheerful spirits as organ¬ 
isers warmed up the crowds on stage with a 
series of entertaining workouts. A minute’s 
silence was held just before the run to remem¬ 
ber those family and friends who died from 
cancer. 


Many of the runners wore homemade 
T-shirts with pictures of loved ones on whose 
behalf they were running to battle the dis¬ 
ease. 

It was the eighth year in a row for Dud¬ 
ley woman Sarah Trevis, who was joined by 
her daughter, sister-in-law and friend as they 
joined hundreds of runners in the 2016 fund¬ 
raising event. 

Sarah, aged 37, came dressed for the occa¬ 
sion as she sported a bright pink wig and face 
paint alongside a pink costume. 

Sarah said: “I was running in memory of 


my father-in-law, who passed away two years 
ago, and my uncle and my nan. 

“My daughter Jessica, who is seven, who 
took part in the event with me, which was her 
second time of entering the event.” 

She added: “The first time I did it my nan 
had passed away and over the years my uncle 
and my father-in-law also passed away.” 

Participants can choose to either walk, jog 
or run around the course, which is the equiv¬ 
alent to just over three miles. 

• Sisters rejoice - see page 2 


ROADS 

Motorists set to 
endure delays 

MOTORISTS are facing major traffic 
delays with a major route into Stour¬ 
bridge set to become one-way for al¬ 
most two weeks. 

Diversions will be in place as part 
of a resurfacing scheme on the busy 
A491 High Street, Amblecote. 

From July 25 traffic will only be able 
to travel south on High Street towards 
Stourbridge town centre from its junc¬ 
tion with Collis Street. Drivers wanting 
to head north towards Kingswinford will 
be diverted through Wollaston. 


ATTACK 

Police appeal after 
man is stabbed 

POLICE are investigating after a 29-year- 
old man was stabbed in the neck. 

The attack took place on Saltwells Road 
in Netherton. 

The man was treated for injuries at Rus- 
sells Hall Hospital after making his own 
way there. 

A police spokesman said: “Police are 
investigating. Inquiries are on-going. 

“Anyone with information should call po¬ 
lice on 101.” 

The incident happened last Friday (July 
8) shortly after 8.45pm 
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JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient 
and price 
competitive 
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Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 
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Motorcyclist died in collision with cars 


A MOTORCYCLIST from Dudley was killed in an 
accident on a bend in the road near Bridgnorth. 

Matthew Geoffrey Foster was killed when the 
Honda motorcycle he was riding hit two cars on 
the A545 at Swancote. 

His family said they had ‘lost someone very, very 
special’. 

The 23-year-old, of Sycamore Green, had been 
out riding with friend Luke Taylor when the ac¬ 
cident happened. The coroner at an inquest held 
in Wellington, Shropshire, heard that the pair had 
travelled from their homes in the Black Country 
on their motorbikes on February 24, before stop¬ 
ping at a roadside cafe in Quatt. 


Speaking at the hearing, Mr Taylor said the pair 
headed for home at about 8.30pm and he believed 
they had been driving at about 30 miles per hour. 

Mr Taylor was riding his Suzuki motorcycle 
ahead of Mr Foster as they approached a bend at 
Swancote. Mr Foster passed him on the opposite 
side of the road and struggled to cross back before 
hitting a Toyota car, and then a Jaguar. 

Fast 

He described Mr Foster as a ‘talented’ rider and 
said he was going too fast for the particular bend, 
adding: “I just don’t think he realised how close we 
were to that bend.” 


Evidence was heard from nine motorists, includ¬ 
ing the drivers of the cars hit by Mr Foster. 

A statement read out by Constable Sian Price 
from a road traffic collision investigator said they 
believed the accident may have been caused by ex¬ 
cessive speed. 

Shropshire coroner John Ellery ruled Mr Fos¬ 
ter’s death was caused by a road traffic collision. 

In a statement released after the inquest, his 
parents Michael and Denise said: “Matthew was 
a typical lad who liked to have fun and enjoyed a 
joke or two. Matthew worked hard but also liked 
to play hard and loved adventure. We all loved him 
dearly.” 


Court convicts cowboy 
roofer over his frauds 

A COWBOY roofer who preyed 
on pensioners has been banned 
from going door-to-door after 
being convicted of fraud. 

Lee Gardner ran Xpert Roofing 
without qualifications, insurance or 
any actual expertise in the trade. 

The 29-year-old, who worked a 16-hour 
week to protect his benefits, paid other 
inept labourers to do the hard graft, a jury 
at Wolverhampton Crown Court was told. 

Mr Mark Jackson, prosecuting for Dud¬ 
ley Council, said: “The workers who put 
the expert into Xpert Roofing came from 
the pub. He didn’t even know their sur¬ 
names. He was a rogue trader who used 
dishonest, deceptive and misleading sales 
techniques.” 

Gardner offered to clean gutters for free 
in March 2014 as a ‘thank you’ to 77-year- 
old Christopher Hall for allowing them ac¬ 
cess to the roof of his neighbour in Bowling 
Green Road, Stourbridge. He then told Mr 
Hall that ridge tiles needed to be rebedded 
in a job that took no more than 45 minutes 
but for which he charged £500. 

Gardner then told Mr Hall that the 
whole roof needed repairing and offered 
to do the job for £5,700 - that included a 
pensioner discount. Mr Hall phoned the 
next day to say he had changed his mind 
but Gardner said he had already ordered 
scaffolding, tiles and had arranged men to 
do the work. He did not tell the customer 
he had a right to cancel. 

Mr Hall’s son discovered that Xpert 
Roofing did not trade from the business ad¬ 
dress given and alerted trading standards. 

A chartered surveyor found so many 
faults in the work that there was no option 
but to start the job gain. 

A woman in Bushbury also saw her bill 
soar to £1,570 after bringing in Gardner to 
fix a leaking gutter. 

Gardner, of Brownfield Road, Shard End, 
who had twice been warned by trading 
standards, told the jury: “I never conned 
no-one.” Mr Stephen Warlock, defending, 
said: “He is incompetent but that does not 
make him dishonest.” 

Gardner pleaded guilty to poor practice, 
was found guilty on four charges of fraud 
and not guilty of aggressive commercial 
practice. He was bailed until July 28 and 
issued with an interim ban on going door- 
to-door offering his services. 


Run for Life sisters celebrate baby joy 



Nina Gayden (right) was running Dudley Race for Life for her cancer survivor sister and mum-to-be Alannah Roberts 


A STOURBRIDGE woman has 
spoken of her joy at discovering 
her sister is pregnant after three 
battles with cancer that began in 
her teens. 

Nina Gayden, a Wolverhampton 
council worker, used to hold her 
terrified sister in her arms at night 
because the teenager ‘didn’t want 
to die alone’ after being diagnosed 
with cancer. 

Alannah Roberts was first diag¬ 
nosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
at the age of 15 after months of 


unexplained tiredness and weight 
loss. By the time Alannah was di¬ 
agnosed she was too weak to walk 
to the end of the drive at the family 
home in Dudley. 

Immediate treatment was so ur¬ 
gent that doctors were unable to 
carry out the normal procedure of 
freezing her eggs so she could have 
children in later life. 

Remission 

Despite periods of remission the 
cancer returned three times until, 


in 2010, she underwent total body 
radiation and received a stem cell 
transplant with her brother Daniel 
as donor. 

Alannah recovered and is now 
pregnant with the baby is due in 
October. 

The two sisters were sharing 
their inspirational story with hun¬ 
dreds of women at Dudley Race for 
Life at Himley on Sunday before 
Nina joined the ‘pink army’ to run 
the 5 km course in celebration of 
Alannah. 


MP backing 
women's 
campaign 
on pensions 

DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin has met 
with Black Country women campaign¬ 
ing against pension changes which they 
claim will leave them worse off. 

The women were in Westminster to 
demonstrate against the Government’s 
decision to accelerate rises to the State 
Pension Age for women so that it will 
reach 66 by 2020 - instead of 2026 as 
originally planned. Campaigners claim 
the changes have shattered their retire¬ 
ment plans. 

Campaign group Women Against 
State Pension Inequality (WASPI) ac¬ 
cept that a rise in the retirement age 
needs to take place but say that the 
Government’s reforms have been imple¬ 
mented too quickly. They have called for 
transitional arrangements to be put in 
place to support women. 

In the Black Country 4,655 women 
have signed a petition in support of the 
campaign. 

Mr Austin has joined the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group for WASPI and 
raised the issue with Government on 
behalf of local women. He will now be 
writing to over 2,000 women in his con¬ 
stituency urging them to support the 
campaign. He said: “Women who have 
worked hard and contributed should be 
able to plan for their retirement but the 
Government’s rapid changes to the pen¬ 
sion age have made this impossible. This 
is particularly important in the Black 
Country where lots of people left school 
at 15 or 16 and did hard graft instead 
of graduating in their mid-20s to start 
office work.” 

Former UKIP 
mep is cleared 

A FORMER UKIP Euro MP has been 
cleared of fiddling £3,250 of European 
parliamentary expenses. 

Ex-MEP Nikki Sinclaire, who rep¬ 
resented the West Midlands region in 
Brussels and Strasbourg until 2014, was 
unanimously cleared by a jury of mis¬ 
conduct in a public office and launder¬ 
ing money. She said it was ‘the only just 
verdict’ and criticised West Midlands 
Police’s handling of the inquiry. 

Throughout her two-week trial at 
Birmingham Crown Court Ms Sinclaire 
accepted personal negligence in not 
checking claims but alleged her expenses 
had been “deliberately corrupted” by her 
former office aide John Ison. He denied 
any wrongdoing, saying his actions were 
“for the good of the party”, later telling 
the court he was no longer a member. 

Coroner's officer in 
bid to find relatives 

RELATIVES are being sought after a 
Halesowen man died. 

Peter Poole, aged 74, of Apperley Way, 
died on July 12. He was born December 
12, 1942. Family members are urged to 
contact coroner’s officer Wendy Plum¬ 
mer on 0121 5696990. 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABIE & BROIHIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS, 

VINYLS AND 
LAMINATES 


Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


www. ablecarpets. co. uk 

FREEPHONE I 


• Halesowen 

• Cradley 

• Oldhill 

• Blackheath 


• Hasbury 

• Hayley Green 

• Rowley Regis 

• Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



ft 


• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 



Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 


& Footworks 0 

(Tiirnnnrlv G1 in if* _ 

Treatments available are: 

. Diabetic Foot Care 
. Corn Removal 
. Callus Reduction 
. Toe Nail Cutting and Trimming 
. Ingrown Toe nail removal 
. General Foot Care 

Home Visit Service Available! 

01384 413444 

Footworks 201 - 203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 


Stolen peNIUfeS? 

The Denial Shop -w- 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


tf Telephone 0121 559 9985 


I facebook 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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Driver who 
killed cyclist 
is given a 
one year ban 

A MOTORIST who caused the death 
of a cyclist from Quinton has been 
given a one year driving ban. 

Tammie Morrall, aged 41, knocked 
Nicky Brinton off his bike in Har- 
borne. 

Former Perryfields High School 
student Mr Brinton was taken to hos¬ 
pital but died a short time after the 
collision on November 11. 

Appearing at Birmingham Magis¬ 
trates Court, Morrall, of Galton Road, 
Bearwood, was given a two-year com¬ 
munity order and banned from driv¬ 
ing for 12 months. 

She was also fined £250 and told 
to pay costs of £185 and a £60 victim 
surcharge. 

She had pleaded guilty to causing 
death by careless driving at an earlier 
hearing. 

A collision investigator concluded 
that the accident had been caused by 
the Focus driven by Morrall. 

Mr Brinton’s death was followed by 
family tributes, which said he was a 
‘thoughtful and considerate person’. 

In the statement, the family said: 
“Nicky was the most thoughtful and 
considerate person, who had a real 
positive, fun-loving attitude to life. 
He will be hugely missed by his fam¬ 
ily. We are all devastated at his loss.” 

At the time of the accident Mr Brin¬ 
ton had been riding with his brother 
Mitchell, who said: “He loved noth¬ 
ing more than coming home from 
work and going out on his bike with 
his mates and his family, having the 
sense of freedom to concentrate on 
nothing but the road ahead.” 

Centre sells for 
nearly £500k 

A FORMER day centre in Rowley 
Regis has been sold at auction for 
£480,000 - nearly three times the 
asking price. 

Regis Lodge in Rowley Regis went 
under the hammer with a guide price 
of £180,000. 

The building is at 50 George Ave¬ 
nue, situated on the corner of Bir¬ 
mingham Road and Henderson Way. 
It features office accommodation and 
occupies around 3,500sq metres. 

The new owners have not been 
revealed. It was sold by auctioneers 
SDL Bigwood and was among 106 
lots sold on the day, raising a total of 
£15,014,500. The auctioneers said the 
property could developed for its ex¬ 
isting use or for residential purposes 
subject to planning approval. 

Lace exhibition 
at cone cancelled 

THE Lace Guild Exhibition due to be 
held at the Red House Glass Cone in 
Wordsley has been cancelled. 

To learn more about the Lace Guild 
visit www.laceguild.org website. 


Nine jailed over sex assaults on boy 



A BLACK Country man has been jailed for life 
and another for three years after various men 
subjected a boy to ‘horrifying’ sexual abuse. 

Alan Priest, from Halesowen, and bus driver 
Ian Prestleton, of Cradley Heath, were among a 
group of men sentenced. 

Priest, aged 63, of Mucklow Hill, was jailed 
for life with a minimum term of seven years 
after being convicted of two rapes and sexual 
activity with a child. Prestleton, 54, of High 
Haden Road, received three years after being 
convicted of sexual activity with a child. 

The boy was said to have been ‘sold’ in Bir¬ 
mingham’s red light district during 2009 and 
2010. A three-month trial at Warwick Crown 


Court heard he was stripped, beaten and raped. 

The victim, who complained to West Midlands 
Police in 2009 and 2010, had been let down by 
the authorities, Judge Sylvia de Bertadano said. 

Also jailed for sexual offences were: Ashley 
Sherrington, 25, of Dawlish Drive, Stoke-on- 
Trent (nine years); Robert Bailey, 27, of Watt 
Road, Erdington (seven years); Michael God- 
bold, 57, of London (11 years); Tahir Hussain, 
34, of St Josephs Road, Ward End (seven years); 
Peter Joynes, 59, of Canberra Way, Highgate, 
Birmingham (four years); Stephen Kelly, 40, 
of Elm Road, Bournville (eight years); Kevin 
Tudor, 55, no fixed address (nine years). 



Ian Prestleton - three years 


Disguised stun gun led 
to five year sentence 


A MAN has been jailed for five years 
after being found in possession of 
a stun gun which was disguised as 
a torch. 

Carl Welch kept the weapon at his home 
in Cradley Heath but it was discovered by 
police. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard there 
was no way of telling the item apart from a 
torch. But it was in fact a dangerous weapon 
capable of causing serious harm if fired. 

Mr Kevin Jones, prosecuting, said Welch, 
aged 42, bought the weapon for £5 ‘from a man 
assumed to be a drug dealer’ but had no idea it 
was actually a designed stun gun. 

However, he later became aware that it was a 
weapon but did not hand it in, instead boasting 
that he had it and showing it off to friends, Mr 
Jones added. 

“Officers found what they described as a dis¬ 
guised firearm. There was no markings on it to 
identify it as a torch,” he said. 

“He said he didn’t know it was a stun gun 
when he bought it. He initially thought it was 
a torch.” 

Minimum 

Possession of stun guns carries a mini¬ 
mum mandatory prison term of five years and 
Judge Kristina Montgomery told him she had 
no choice but to send him to jail for what she 
called a ‘lapse of judgement’. 

She said she accepted he initially thought it 
was a torch but that the minimum sentence 
‘ought to apply’. 

She said: “That item gave all the appearance 
of a legitimate tool but was capable of firing a 
significant electrical output. 

“I acknowledge what was said in mitigation 
but you came to know what it actually was 
and kept it in your possession for reasons only 
known to yourself.” 

The weapon was found at his home by police 
on January 22. 

Welch, of Greenfield Avenue, had pleaded 
guilty to possession of a disguised firearm at a 
previous hearing. 

He was told he would have to serve half of 
his sentence and would remain on licence when 
released. 

Mr Gurdeep Garcha, defending, said: “He 
bitterly regrets what happened. He came by 
this item initially not understanding what it 
was. Of course, he accepts in due course he be¬ 
came aware of what it was.” 


Special delivery for food bank 



Mike Crook, left, is handed the keys by company director Chris Lindop and managing director Andrew Lindop 


A FAMILY-run Black Country 
firm has donated a van to a food 
bank to help support vulnerable 
individuals and families in crisis. 

Amlin Motors relocated from its 
previous home in Brettell Lane, 
Brierley Hill, to Maypole Fields, 
Cradley Heath 

Managing director Andrew Lin¬ 
dop said the company was keen 
to give something back to com¬ 
munity to mark the change of 
premises and thought of the Black 


Country Foodbank, which is based 
close to its former showroom. 

“The community has been re¬ 
ally good to us and we just felt 
like we needed to give something 
back,” he said. 

“The food bank was the closest 
charity to us when we were at 
Brettell Lane and another thing 
is it has also got Black Country in 
the name. 

“All of us here are really proud 
of our roots. We have got the flag 


up here and when we go to motor 
racing events we have all got the 
Black Country T-shirts on. 

“The foodbank needs vans, par¬ 
ticularly a little one like the one 
we handed over, to get to the su¬ 
permarkets. Admittedly it is not 
all selfless, we have got our name 
on the van, so there is a bit of ad¬ 
vertising for us there.” 

Mr Lindop, aged 40, said the 
firm has invested £1.5 million in 
the new showroom. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Monster night 
out at the castle 

DUDLEY Castle will be the atmos¬ 
pheric backdrop for an outdoor 
screening of a classic black and white 
horror movie this summer. 

The Bride of Frankenstein, directed 
by Dudley-born Hollywood movie 
maker James Whale, will be screened 
on Saturday, August 6, at an event 
entitled Dudley Castle After Dark, as 
part of Birmingham-based Flatpack 
Film Festival’s Black Country Pop-up 
Film Tour. 

The 1935 movie stars Boris Karloff 
as the Monster and Elsa Lanchester in 
the dual role of Frankenstein author 
Mary Shelley and the Monster’s mate. 

The special screening will include 
some spooky surprises and the audi¬ 
ence are invited to bring their own 
blanket or chair when the Black Coun¬ 
try landmark is transformed into an 
open-air cinema. 

Tickets cost £10 (£8 concessions) for 
the 8pm screening. The film is a PG 
and runs for 75 minutes.Tickets are 
available from flatpackfestival.org.uk/ 
event/bride-of-frankenstein website. 

Going wild with 
Haden Hill event 

WILDLIFE enthusiasts can learn 
more about how to make homes for 
animals and insects next month. 

RSPB staff will be on hand at Haden 
Hill House Museum in Cradley Heath 
from 11am until 3pm on August 3. 

Visitors can have a go at making a 
small home for wildlife and get tips 
on encouraging creatures into their 
garden. 

Carrying on the animal theme, 
staff from Dudley Zoo will be at the 
museum on August 17. They will be 
bringing along animals on the day 
from 12.30pm until 3.30pm. 

Class extension 
given green light 

A SCHOOL in Dudley has been giv¬ 
en the go-ahead to create a classroom 
extension. 

Blowers Green Primary’s plan has 
been backed by Dudley Council. 

Hayseed hillbilly rock 
at Robin from US band 

BANJO-TOTING Tennessee rockers 
Hayseed Dixie bring their hillbilly 
versions of rock classics by the likes 
of AC/DC and Motorhead to Bilston’s 
Robin 2 venue on Thursday, July 21. 

They’ll be on stage at 8pm, contact 
the venue’s website www.therobin. 
co.uk or call 01902 401211. 

Priory Road closures 

A MAJOR road heading into Dudley 
town centre will close overnight for 
two night next month. 

Priory Road will close between the 
Birmingham New Road and Berry 
Road on August 6 and 7 (Saturday and 
Sunday) between 11pm and 6.30am 
for resurfacing work. 
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THE BEST OF . - 

PETERRHODES^^ 

FUNNY things, noses. I was writing in my garret this 
week and was suddenly overwhelmed with a desire for 
chips. Why this sudden lust? Downstairs, Mrs Rhodes 
was cleaning the windows with vinegar and water. 

I WAS reminded of the days when I started commuting 
to Birmingham and would find myself thinking of cold 
meats; ham, turkey, rare beef and so on. It was some 
weeks before I realised the big building next to Aston Ex¬ 
pressway was the HP Sauce factory. At this stage I was 
going to coin a new word for the link between smells and 
memory. Sadly, according to Google, others have beaten 
me to it: nosetalgia. 

SOMEONE accidentally leaves a microphone switched 
on, capturing Tory veteran Ken Clarke describing Theresa 
May as “difficult.” Having met Clarke a couple of times, I 
don’t recall him being backward 
in coming forward, off the record 
or not. I wouldn’t be surprised 
if Clarke knew perfectly well the 
microphone was live. My abid¬ 
ing memory of Ken Clarke is at 
a buffet luncheon. Most poli¬ 
ticians nibble politely at such 
events. Ken ate all the pies. 


FROM the front page of the Daily Tele¬ 
graph last week, in a report where Boris Johnson is sing¬ 
ing the praises of Andrea Leadsom: “She is level-headed, 
trustworthy, approachable and the possessor of a good 
Continued on Page 4.” Never have three pages been 
turned so quickly. And on page four? “Sense of humour.” 
So that’s a relief. 

MEANWHILE, in a weekend column raging against 
Brexit, one commentator warns that quitting the EU 
would turn Britain into “a dimly-lit, poverty-stricken, 
festering mess of warts, mud and minority-bashing inci¬ 
dents on the bus home every evening.” And who is this 
champion of public transport and defender of minorities? 
Jeremy Clarkson. 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Blow for sight charity 
as council cut funding 


THE charity which runs the Beacon Centre for 
the Blind has been left reeling after £250,000 
worth of vital funding was withdrawn. 

Bosses at the charity, which supports blind and partially 
sighted people across the Black Country, said they are ‘dev¬ 
astated’ and concerned for the future. 

Dudley Council defended its move saying it is having to 
make difficult decisions due to huge funding cuts from the 
Government. 


The charity offers care 
for residents who stay at its 
independent living centre 
in Sedgley and the Beacon 
Court housing complex on 
the Wolverhampton Road. 
Its also runs an activity 
centre in Hagley Road, Old- 
swinford, Stourbridge. 

Beacon Centre chief ex¬ 
ecutive Arwyn Jones said: 
“We are devastated and 
disappointed that Dudley 
Council has completely 
withdrawn its funding and 
are very concerned. 

Sustain 

“The Beacon Centre will 
now explore how best it can 
sustain its services and the 
charity is now starting a 
consultation with its users.” 

The cuts represent 
around a 50 per cent drop in 
the centre’s contract income 
for support and care across 
three services, although not 
the whole of its operation. 

As a result bosses said 
donations and fundraising 
efforts are now more vital 
than ever. 

Councillor Qadar Zada, 
Dudley Council’s cabinet 
member for adult social 


By Richard Guttridge 

care, said: “In the context of 
unprecedented cuts to fund¬ 
ing from central Govern¬ 
ment we have been forced 
to review the services we 
currently commission. This 
has led to difficult decisions 
where we do not have the 
budget for the range of ser¬ 
vices we previously offered 
and has led to a reduction of 
£3 million in our budget. 

“We value all the work 
done by the voluntary sec¬ 
tor and recognise it as a 
key partner for the local au¬ 
thority in supporting us to 
deliver services differently 
in the future. We have pre¬ 
viously set out our vision of 
a £2.4m re-commissioning of 
services and we would very 
much welcome voluntary 
sector input into the imple¬ 
mentation of this. 

“We appreciate the signif¬ 
icant anxiety and concern 
the changes are causing in 
the voluntary sector and we 
will continue to work with 
them to ensure that we pro¬ 
tect care services for local 
people.” 


Carnival fun despite the rain 



Carnival visitors enjoy a photo opportunity at Highfield Park 


MORE than 3,000 revellers 
braved the odd shower to 
enjoy Halesowen Carnival 
at Highfield Park. 

Opened by Mayor of Dud¬ 
ley Councillor Mohammed 
Hanif opened the event, 
which was hosted by Black 
Country Radio’s Danni G on 
July 2. 

The carnival king, 
queen and attendants 
were crowned, singers The 
Daisies started off the en¬ 
tertainment and the Jor- 
vik living history group 
mounted a Viking invasion 
of the park. The fun-packed 
day was rounded off by the 
group AKA Ska Face. 

Carnival chairman Coun¬ 
cillor Stuart Henley said: 
“The atmosphere through¬ 
out the day was great for all. 

“Whilst the performers 
were performing, we had 
the Vikings doing re-enact¬ 
ments in the arena, which 
brought in large crowds, and 
also a fun dog show which 
had a lot of entries. 

“The event bought in ap¬ 
proximately 3,000 but even 
more arrived once the show¬ 
ers broke.” 

The organisers are al¬ 
ready looking for sponsors 
for next year’s event and 
are urged to get on touch at 
halesowencarnival@gmail. 
com 


Tata Steel 
sale of UK 
businesses 
is on hold 

BLACK Country steelmak¬ 
ers face weeks of further un¬ 
certainty after India-based 
Tata puts sale of its UK 
steel business on hold. 

Tata’s board, meeting 
in Mumbai on Friday, had 
been expected to announced 
a shortlist of two from the 
seven bidders looking to buy 
the business, which employs 
11,000 in the UK. 

Instead they said Tata 
Steel has entered into dis¬ 
cussions with strategic 
players in the steel industry 
to explore the feasibility of 
collaborations through a 
potential joint venture. The 
talks are at an early stage. 

The Community union 
said the move continued un¬ 
certainty for thousands of 
steelworkers and their fam¬ 
ilies, including around 750 
working at sites in Brierley 
Hill, Wednesfield, Walsall 
and Wednesbury. 

Tata said there had been 
seven expressions of in¬ 
terest after it announced 
in March it was selling its 
loss making UK assets. The 
bids have been considered 
and reviewed in the light 
of ‘uncertainties’ caused by 
Brexit, said the company. 
It has now decided to look 
at ‘alternative and more 
sustainable’ solutions. Dis¬ 
cussions have started with 
companies including Ger¬ 
man firm Thyssenkrupp. 

Koushik Chatterjee, Tata 
group executive director 
said: “We have initiated 
conversations for a strategic 
collaboration for our Euro¬ 
pean business.” 
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JAZZ IN THE PARK 



Join us at Lapal House for an afternoon of live 
music with Europa Jazz Band. 

Cream Teas and other refreshments including BBQ. 
Various stalls, including homemade cakes, tombola, 
raffle, bouncy castle. 

We have at present a single room available. 

For further information please speak to Michelle Upperdine our Manager 
who will be happy to assist you in any information you may require. 

Lapal Lane South, Halesowen. B62 0ES 
0121 503 0326 or 0121 550 1272 
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LAPAL HOUSE 


SUNDAY 17th JULY 

2 pm to 5.00 pm 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 
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Providing a professional, personal 
& discreet service. Patient 
satisfaction is our highest priority 
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01384 468 648 

15B HALESOWEN RD, NETHERTON. DY2 9QG 


CONSULATION 

HOME VISITS 
AVAILABLE 



uPVC Back & Front Doors Fully Fitted from £460 
Windows from £180 Conservatories from £4495 
French Doors from £700 Patio Doors from £750 
Extensions & Garage Coversions 
Friendly, personal touch and jobs completed to high standards 
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Last orders 
is called on 
winter ale fair 

THE annual Dudley Winter Ales Fay- 
re has been cancelled this year be¬ 
cause of a shortage of volunteers. 

Dudley and South Staffordshire 
branch of the Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) has run the event in the 
borough for three decades. More than 
2,000 people attended last Novem¬ 
ber’s 30th festival in Dudley Town 
Hall. 

Branch chairman Ryan Hunt said: 
“It is with a feeling of deep regret that 
I have little choice but to announce 
the cancellation of Dudley Winter 
Ales Fay re. 

“Unfortunately, with limited input 
from the local real ale community, we 
have to be realistic about what we can 
achieve as a branch.” 

The group held an emergency meet¬ 
ing on June 20 at the Park Inn, Wood- 
setton, to try to drum up help from its 
1,200 members. 

The branch had got Woodsetton’s 
Holden’s Brewery on board to spon¬ 
sor the 31st fair, which would have 
featured 70 real ales. 

Mr Hunt added: “I have no doubt 
that CAMRA members from all cor¬ 
ners of the country will find this sad 
news hard to stomach. For 30 years, 
Dudley Winter Ales Fayre has been 
the go-to year-end festival for over 
2,000 people. We cannot deliver your 
festival this year and for that I am sin¬ 
cerely sorry.” 

indoor market here 
to stay, says manager 

THERE is no prospect of Brier- 
ley Hill’s indoor market closing, its 
manager insists. Wayne Jones said 
he wanted to calm any fears about 
the future of the indoor market. The 
building was put up for sale in May by 
the family firm, which have owned it 
for generations. It is believed it could 
sell for as much as £1 million 


Rogue police officers warned 
they have nowhere to hide 



The Startime Variety cast ar 

HALESOWEN-BASED theatre group 
Startime Variety will be showcasing 
local talent in their latest show, Star¬ 
time In Your Eyes, at the Cornbow 
Hall. 

With performances tonight (Thurs¬ 
day), tomorrow night, matinee and 
evening on Saturday, contestants will 
perform as famous singers in a pro¬ 
duction based on hit TV tribute show 
Stars In Your Eyes. 


d crew for Startime In Your Eyes at 

The contestants are contestants Vic 
Beddoes, Kelly Marley, Clive Ditch- 
field, Holly Mills, Katy Potter and 
Joanne Parkes, introduced by hots 
Tyrone Howell and Laura Murphy. 

Frozen 

The show has been co-directed by 
Kirsty Aldridge and Darcy Grainger, 
who also promised a treat for younger 
audience members with a tribute to 


the Cornbow Hall this week 

the Disney hit animated musical Fro¬ 
zen. Kirsty said it was scary as a first 
time director and very demanding but 
all the cast had worked really hard to 
make it a really professional produc¬ 
tion and she promised the audience 
would not be disappointed. 

Ticket prices are £10 or £35 for a 
family ticket and concessions £9. 

For tickets visit www.startimevari- 
ety.co.uk or call 07901 055685. 


WEST Midlands Police has pledged there is ‘no hiding place’ 
for rogue officers who abuse their position. 

The warning follows the publication of the Disapproved Register detailing the 
number of police officers that have been sacked, resigned or retired while under 
investigation for serious breaches of the police code of conduct. 

A total of 833 officers, ranging in rank from constable to chief superinten¬ 
dent, are on the register, which covers the period from December 2013 to No¬ 
vember 2015. 

The number includes 25 officers 
dismissed by West Midlands Police for 
gross misconduct, plus three who re¬ 
signed before gross misconduct hear¬ 
ings but were believed to have had a 
case to answer. 

West Midlands Police’s head of 
professional standards, Chief Super¬ 
intendent Andy Nicholson said: “Our 
officers swear an oath to serve the peo¬ 
ple of the West Midlands with fairness, 
integrity, diligence and impartiality. 

The overwhelming majority of our of¬ 
ficers are loyal to that promise. 

Dismissed 

“Any officer that falls short of our 
high standards and is proven to have 
acted in a grossly negligent way can 
expect to be dismissed from the force.” 

“We are committed to providing 
transparency to the public and publish 
the outcomes of professional stand¬ 
ards investigations on our website. We 
welcome the publication of the Disap¬ 
proved Register. It shows there is no¬ 
where to hide for police officers who 
have behaved in a way that amounts 
to gross misconduct.” 

The most common gross miscon¬ 
duct offences nationwide were giving 
of false evidence, data misuse, failing 
to perform duty, fraud or striking up 
relationships with vulnerable people 
encountered on duty. 


Splashing fun 
times ahead 
at the pool 

YOUNGSTERS can take the plunge 
this summer at Halesowen Leisure 
Centre. The Dudley Council-run com¬ 
plex in Pool Road will be hosting its 
popular aqua run with inflatables and 
obstacles and fun float sessions this 
summer. 

‘Mission Impossible’ pool aqua run 
sessions will run from 1.15pm to 3pm 
every Tuesday and Thursday and are 
suitable for children aged 8 years and 
over, but must be a minimum 1.2 
metre high and pass a swimming test. 

Fun float pool sessions will be run¬ 
ning in both pools and are suitable 
for all ages. They will run throughout 
the summer on Mondays and Fridays 
from 1.15pm to 3pm except Bank Hol¬ 
iday Monday August 29. 

Both pool sessions cost £4.10 for 
adults and £2.60 for under 16s, with 
a 50 per cent discount for Options+ 
leisure card holders, and will run from 
July 25 to September 2. 
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mg Lane, Blackheath, Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm 
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installation liasl 




Jake the RIGHT decision this 
pring/and g iv e^Rydale a ring... 


FREEPHONE 08iHMM^l0j60 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 

RYDALE 

MASSIVE MISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON JULY INSTALLATIONS 

^^jy^jyULt Every window and conservatory is custom 
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made to the most rigorous quality 
standards you will find in the 
industry. 

No other company in the 
area has more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we have bi 
business for 
more than 

31 years. "S' i Supplied & 
Fitted...across 
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Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year round 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


£ 

Conning to 
terms with 
ordeal 20 
years on 

TABLOID headline: “Thrifty Kate strikes 
again: Duchess of Cambridge recycles 
£900 yellow Roksanda dress to watch 
Wimbledon.” 

Hmm. She spent the thick end of a 
grand on a dress, and wore it twice. De¬ 
pends on your definition of thrift, I guess. 


AT my local branch of Boots at the 
weekend, a very charming shop assistant 
asked: “Is it a present?” 

A little worrying, considering I had just 
purchased a bottle of Black Opium Nuit 
Blanche perfume. Apparently, its name 
refers to “A night in Paris once a year 
when rock chicks take control and make 
the city their playground until dawn.” 

Very alluring, I’m sure. But, on balance, 
I’m still more of a Brut 33 man. 

■ ■ ■ 

IT is hard to believe it is 20 years since 
the Wolverhampton teddy bears’ picnic 
horror, where paranoid schizophrenic 
Horrett Campbell attacked children at a 
nursery school with a machete. 

The youngsters protected by the self¬ 
less actions of nursery teacher Lisa Potts 
are now grown up, and it is heartwarm¬ 
ing to see the positive, mature way that 
victims Ahmed Malik and Francesca 
Quintyne have come to terms with the 
ordeal. Ahmed, now 23, says he does 
not have any feelings of ill-will towards 
Campbell, and was saddened by a head¬ 
line from the time which described him as 
the “Face of Evil”. 

Fie said: “That made me angry. It did 
not take the issue of mental illness seri¬ 
ously. Fie was not evil, he was ill and was 
not fully aware of what he was doing.” 

Fran, now 24, has a degree in psychol¬ 
ogy and is working at a hospital. “I want 
to help prevent people with mental prob¬ 
lems doing the sort of thing that Florrett 
Campbell did,” she says. 

It is hard to blame anybody for thinking 
that Campbell is evil. But mental health 
is the great elephant in the room which 
people have avoided discussing in polite 
society for decades. And while the likes 
of Campbell will always hit the headlines, 
there are many other people quietly suf¬ 
fering with conditions which could be 
prevented if only mental health was taken 
as seriously as physical health issues. 

Good luck to both Fran and Ahmed. 
Let’s hope their wise words are taken se¬ 
riously and that something positive can 
come out of their ordeal. 

■ ■ ■ 

JEREMY Corbyn kept a low profile 
throughout the Euro referendum, nom¬ 
inally supporting a cause many thought 
his heart was not in. His leadership is now 
hanging by a thread following a vote-of- 
no-corifidence by his own MPs. Mean¬ 
while, Theresa May also kept a low pro¬ 
file, nominally supporting a position many 
thought her heart was not in. And she is 
about to become Prime Minister. There’s 
a lesson to be learned somewhere. 


28a Hall Green Road, Sandwell 


The former Lloyds Bank, Birmingham Street, Oldbury 


The former police station, in Dudley Road, Birmingham 


Don’t let old buildings 


crumble into nothing 


JESSICA LABHART talks to 
a woman who is passionate 
about saving important build¬ 
ings left to rack and ruin 


DOZENS of historically significant 
buildings are at risk of falling into 
disrepair in the West Midlands ac¬ 
cording to a new book which is 
appealing for potential owners to 
come forward to save them. 

The buildings at risk include an ornate 
Victorian educational institute, an X-ray 
building, a very early branch of Lloyds 
Bank, a huge pub, a miniature police sta¬ 
tion and a pumping station. 

The nine buildings feature in ‘SAVE’s 2016- 
17 Buildings at Risk Catalogue’ which will be 
published on June 27. 

The aim of the book is to encourage poten¬ 
tial buyers to find out more about the build¬ 
ings and perhaps put in an offer to save them 
from falling into further disrepair. 

Liz Fuller, SAVE’s Buildings at risk officer, 
who has compiled the book said: “The cat¬ 
alogue is a sampling of the kind of buildings 
that make our towns and villages distinctive 
and will be of interest to anyone who loves old 
buildings and their history.” 

Engineer 

The guide, considered the ultimate ‘lonely 
hearts’ list for buildings across the country in 
need of new owners includes Bilston Science 
and Art Building, located on Mount Pleasant, 
Wolverhampton. 

The school of art has long served Wolver¬ 
hampton as a place of education and improve¬ 
ment. Situated in the Mount Pleasant area, it 
was built to commemorate the Diamond Ju¬ 
bilee of Queen Victoria in 1897. The building 
was designed by Captain Wilson, the Town 
Engineer. A number of nearby buildings from 
this era have been converted to new uses. The 
old tram shed is a Sikh temple and the ornate 
former drill hall is a popular live music venue. 


Bilston Science and Art Building, located on Mount Pleasant, Wolverhampton 


Other buildings included in the book are the 
X-Ray Building, Foundry Lane, Smethwick. 
Built around 1900 this building housed Com¬ 
mercial X-rays Limited until about 1990. The 
fagade is described as having ‘an unexpected 
elegance’. 

Built of brick in a variety of colours, there 
are shallow segmental-headed window sur¬ 
rounds with key stones picked out in contrast¬ 
ing brick. The building is now in a very poor 
state of repair and stands in an area of other 
ex-industrial buildings, some listed Grade II 
and II. The Commercial X-ray building has in 
the past been used as an arts venue and the 
book’s author hopes it could be brought back 
into use in this role or could provide interest¬ 
ing office space or light industrial space. 

Meanwhile, 28a Hah Green Road, Sandwell 
was built in around 1800 has three storeys, 
the third being a rather low attic storey, with 


a symmetrical front of two bays.The central 
door has a pediment. While the house prob¬ 
ably stood in its own grounds just off a main 
road, it is now located in close proximity to a 
light industrial business and is surrounded 
by other modern industrial buildings. It is in 
quite a poor condition with its roof sheathed 
in protective tarpaulin. Given its location, it 
may not be suited to restoration to its original 
residential use. 

The former Lloyds Bank, Birmingham 
Street, Oldbury, was the first branch office 
Lloyds Bank ever opened, in 1884. The house 
has three storeys of four somewhat unequal 
bays, with a door placed off-centre perhaps in¬ 
dicating that this used to be two house rather 
than one. The building served as a bank until 
relatively recently.Speaking of the building, 
Miss Fuller said: “This interesting and historic 
building is now standing empty and neglected. 


The front cover of the catalogue 

It could be suited to conversion to offices or 
retail at ground level with residential units 
above.” 

Dudley Road Police Station, Dudley Road, 
Birmingham, is another building featured in 
the publication. The house sits in the corner 
of Summerheld Park and used to be the local 
police station. It was built in the late 19th or 
early 20th century. The half timbered gable 
and canted window at first floor level forms 
an elaborate and eye-catching focus. It has 
been empty for some time and stands boarded 
up and graffiti-marked. Located as it is in the 
park, it could have a number of uses such as a 
community or children’s centre or a cafe. 

Mike Fox, SAVE Deputy Director, said: 
“Highlighting historic buildings from all over 
the country, and of all shapes and sizes, we 
hope that our readers will heroically take up 
the challenge and help revive these buildings.” 
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CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


FREE 

FITTING 


Concrete 

Garages 
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FITTING 


Prices from 

Single Garage PjAQQ 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£2999 


Summer 

Houses 


Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 
8ft x 6ft £725 Verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Wooden 

Sheds 


HUGE 

RANGE 


0 Old Buildings Removed 
0 Asbestos Disposal 
0 Base Laying Service 
0 Free Quotations 


Prices from gej^ery g^jvered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Log Cabins 

& Garden Rooms 


0 Huge Range 0 Made To Measure Service 0 Lined & Insulated Options 0 Quality At 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, Visit our website: 

West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


Competitive Prices 
We make it I BETTA 
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Employment laws need to be enforced 


THE upsetting case of the delivery driver 
who was recently jailed for causing an ac¬ 
cident through tiredness raises the issue of 
who is responsible. 

The driver was not coming home from 
a nightclub but was completing a 16 hour 
day delivering white goods, a job he had to 
do in order to make a living. Had he been 
working on machinery in a factory and had 
collapsed due to exhaustion causing an acci¬ 
dent would he still have been blamed? 

We are supposed to have a law that work¬ 
ers do no more than 48 hours a week, this is 


blatantly ignored. In the case of people who 
drive as part of their job, whether they be in 
a car, van or lorry, they should be limited to 
the amount of driving the should be allowed 
to do as coach drivers are. 

There seems to be a macho culture that 
parking up and getting a proper rest is 
not the thing to do after a full day’s work, 
however, that is exactly what should be the 
norm. Maybe there could be a study to see if 
employment laws need to be enforced. 

R 5WILL VIS 
Brierley Hill 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Gridlock predicted 
near new Aldi store 


Leave vote 
must not be 
overidden 

M Cliffs suggestion that 
MPs should override the re¬ 
sult of the EU Referendum 
is profoundly anti-demo- 
cratic. 

For some time, Govern¬ 
ments have been elected by 
less than 40 per cent of the 
voters. General elections are 
decided by the outcome in 
about 100 target seats. Elec¬ 
tors in safe seats opposed to 
the sitting MP are reduced 
to protest votes and tactical 
voting. 

The EU Referendum was 
one where every elector felt 
that their vote counted. 
Consequently, there was a 
much higher turnout. 

There is a need for a Pro¬ 
portional Representation 
voting system. This would 
give smaller parties a num¬ 
ber of MPs that reflected 
their number of votes. 

Then no one could be 
dismissed as having cast a 
‘wasted vote’. 

I voted to stay in the EU 
and was disappointed by the 
result. But to allow MPs to 
override it would be a big 
step on the road to dictator¬ 
ship. 

R TABERNER 

Tividale 


RE the new Aldi on the 
A4123 Birmingham New 
Road 

I would be interested to 
know what arrangements 
have been made/agreed by 
DMBC for vehicles enter¬ 
ing/exiting the car park at 
the above. 

At 4:30 today I was in a 
queue of traffic approach¬ 
ing the traffic lights at the 
junction where Aldi is being 
built. 

I was in this queue for 
over five minutes before ne¬ 
gotiating the junction, the 
main reason of course is due 
to the stupid traffic lights 
sequence further down the 
hill towards Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

It only takes one vehicle 


to attempt to turn right into 
Sedgley Rd West to create 
total gridlock back as far as 
the A4037 past the Dudley 
Canal Trust. 

Surely the sequence could 
be changed allowing an 
unimpeded right turn into 
Sedgley Rd West or, better 
still, create a right turn slip 
road - as per the access from 
the A4123 onto the A4037 
by the Sea Cadets HQ far¬ 
ther back on the A4123. 

My concern is that once 
Aldi is opened, there will 
be additional traffic leaving 
their car park thus creating 
an even greater gridlock. 

J RICHMOND 

Sedgley 


Full support 
for Sir Cliff 

I AM writing in response to 
the letter from D Pope who 
supported Sir Cliff Richard. 

I agree whole heartedly 
with everything he says. 

I have been a Cliff Richard 
fan for as long as I can re¬ 
member, and together with 
my husband and friends 
have seen him on numerous 
occasions. 

In fact last year when we 
went to the Royal Albert 
Hall to see his 75th birth¬ 
day show, he was given a 
tremendous standing ova¬ 
tion before he had sung one 
word. 

All of Cliff’s loyal fans 
have stood by him through¬ 
out his horrendous ordeal, 
so have many of his show- 
business friends. 

I sincerely hope that Cliff 
can now move forward with 
his life, knowing that his 
fans will love him and sup¬ 
port him always. 

J SAMPSON 
Kingswinford 

Barr Beacon 
in Geopark? 

I AM writing in response 
to an article regarding the 
formation of the Geopark in 
the Black Country (Geology 
sites get global attention, 
Dudley Chronicle, June 30). 

I can’t understand why 
Barr Beacon is in the equa¬ 
tion when - by no stretch 
of the imagination - is Barr 
Beacon in the Black Coun¬ 
try. 

I am sure a lot of true 
Black Country readers 
would agree with my query. 

I would appreciate it if 
someone could explain. 

E PROVAN 
Cradley 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Halesowen based Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 
email: info@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 


0121 423 3883 / 0844 561 7244 Office / 07967 650567 





Supply/install of 
electric roller shutter 
garage doors 
Electric heating 
systems 

Inspection & testing 
Shower upgrades 
CCTV & intruder 
alarms 


For all your electrical 
needs in your home, 
garden, driveway or 
office/retail premises 
Experienced 
electricians NICEIC 
regulated 

Competitive prices/ 
FREE quotations 


Energy saving LED 

Lighting 

Fuseboard 

replacements 

Rewiring 

Landlord Certification 
General electrical 
maintenance 


Starkey Electrical Ltd - Your local, energy efficient electrician 




Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
# Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 




What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


/if QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

& THE GUILD i 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN V 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 



Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 

Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01384 232413 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, 
Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk 


The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Stourport Showroom 

33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01299 877718 

Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Celebration spotlights Black Country beer, engineering and glass expertise 


Showcasing 
the best of 
region at 
Westminster 


BANKS’S Bitter, military 
aircraft parts and the fin¬ 
est glass wares have been 
among the items on display 
after a host of the Black 
Country’s top firms de¬ 
scended on the House of 
Commons. 

Eighteen of the region’s most 
celebrated businesses were invit¬ 
ed to a one-off event at Westmin¬ 
ster to showcase all that is great 
about innovation and entrepre- 
neurialism in the Black Country. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin has 
worked with the Black Country Local 
Enterprise Partnership (LEP) to give 
local business figures, Government 
ministers and MPs from all parties 
the chance to meet businesses and see 
how the region produces everything 
from nuclear reactors and Bugatti 
sports cars to Olympic torches and the 
country’s most hostin’ beer. 

Mr Austin said: “I grew up in Dud¬ 


ley, I love the Black Country and I’m 
proud of it. Manufacturing is a really 
important part of the Black Coun¬ 
try’s heritage but I want to show that 
hi-tech manufacturing, science and 
technology has a bright future in the 
region too. 

“That’s why I’m delighted to be 
able to organise this event in Parlia¬ 
ment, where our brilliant local pro¬ 
ducers and manufacturers can show 
off their work to MPs from across the 
country.” 

Aerospace 

Dubbed the Black Country Day Cel¬ 
ebration, Tuesday’s event saw a range 
of products on display in the oak-pan¬ 
elled Jubilee Room. 

Among the companies exhibiting 
will be Wolverhampton-based aero¬ 
space experts HS Marston, Wednes- 
bury aluminium firm Alucast, 
Stourbridge Glass, CUBE Precision 
Engineering from Rowley Regis and 
brewers Marston’s and Holden’s. 
Tony Sartorius, director at Alucast, 
said he hopes to display an Olym¬ 



pic torch and the front caliper for a 
Bugatti supercar - both produced at 
the firm’s Western Way site. We want 
to make politicians interested in the 
work we do,” he said. 

Ninder Johal, board member of 
the Black Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, said the event would help to 
highlight the ‘great feats of manufac¬ 
turing’ that the area is synonymous 
with. The Black Country is a proud 
centre of manufacturing, but it is im¬ 
portant that we look to the future,” 
he said. 


“We have a wonderful mix of in¬ 
novative and traditional industries 
here. We need to make sure we put 
the products of these industries on 
show.The event in Parliament is a 
great opportunity to let the people 
making the big decisions see exactly 
what we have to offer as a region.” 

The event has been backed by MPs 
from both sides of the political divide. 

Wolverhampton South East’s La¬ 
bour MP Pat McFadden, said the 
Black Country did not always get the 
credit it deserves for the innovation 


of its businesses. “The Black Coun¬ 
try can sometimes be overlooked on 
a national and international level,” 
he said. “This event is a fantastic op¬ 
portunity for Black Country firms to 
bring their great products to Parlia¬ 
ment. I hope it is a great success for 
our area.” 

Stourbridge’s Tory MP Margot 
James has pledged her support for 
the event. She tweeted: “Delighted 
that @ianaustinMP is showcasing the 
best of our wonderful Black Country 
on the 12th July in Parliament.” 


Other firms exhibiting at the event 
included West Bromwich-based alloy 
wheels manufacturers Rimstock, 
Dudley furniture specialists Boss De¬ 
sign, the Westley Group, and automo¬ 
tive interiors firm Cabauto. 

Meanwhile the Black Country LEP 
will deliver presentations on the man¬ 
ufacturing city initiative and virtual 
car solution the Black Country Bullet. 

The event comes in the midst of 
the Black Country Festival, a month 
of events aimed at celebrating the re¬ 
gion’s rich heritage. 
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New start for Christian 
after his year of pain 



CHRISTIAN Caddick antic¬ 
ipated the happiest year of 
his life when his girlfriend 
said ‘yes’ while holidaying in 
idyllic and sunny Somerset a 
year ago. 

Little did he know awaiting 
him would be two life-threaten¬ 
ing illnesses and a broken ankle 
before he even reached the first 
anniversary of his engagement. 

The 25-year-old has put that behind 
him and is aiming to join 20,000 run¬ 
ners for Great Birmingham Run half 
marathon on October 16 to thank the 
charity that helped save his life. 

Mr Caddick, born in Wordsley, was 
treated at the Teenage Cancer Trust’s 
Young Person’s Unit, YPU, at Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham. 

He hopes to help raise £25,000 for 
the charity. 

“Looking back now, it’s hard to be¬ 
lieve what’s happened,” he said. 

Lucky 

“To go from getting engaged to 
being diagnosed with cancer in exactly 
three weeks, then to break my ankle 
and get a blood clot on my lung. It’s 
been a stressful, surreal year. 

“But I try to see positives in 
everything. I’m really lucky to be here 
and want to embrace everything. 

“Teenage Cancer Trust is aiming to 
raise £25,000 at the half marathon and 
I want to help them achieve this. 

“Their staff helped save my life and 
were so supportive during my treat¬ 
ment. I now want to help them save 
more lives.” 

Mr Caddick’s traumatic 12 months 
began after the joy of fiancee Sarah 
Buckler, 24, agreeing to marry him. 
He was diagnosed with testicular can¬ 
cer after finding a lump in his chest. 

After undergoing an orchidectomy 
to remove a testicle, it was discovered 


Christian Caddick will be taking on the 
Birmingham half marathon this year 

the disease had spread to his lymph 
nodes. Nine friends rallied in shaving 
his head the day before his gruelling 
nine-week course of chemotherapy 
began, raising £12,000 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 

He entered remission on October 16 
- the date he will be running the Great 
Birmingham Run this year. 

The technical manager for Third Fi¬ 
nancial Software, Halesowen, signed 
up for the half marathon in January 
and began training but just a month 
later skidded down a bank while fetch¬ 
ing a football during a hve-a-side and 
broke his left ankle. He was in plaster 
for seven weeks but developed a far 
more serious condition. Bed bound 


Christian Caddick and fiancee Sarah 
Buckler during his cancer battle 

with a fever, he became short of breath 
on Easter Sunday and was diagnosed 
with a pulmonary embolism. His 
blood-thinning medication finished 
the day before his 25th birthday. “I’m 
hoping my birthday marks the start of 
a better year,” he added. 

“When the doctor told me I’d got 
cancer, my mum and fiancee were 
probably more shocked than me. It 
was tough to hear,but I just said ‘let’s 
beat this’.” The chemo, feeling sick 
everyday, was nine long weeks but 
being around people of my age on the 
YPU was a big help. I also had amazing 
support from my family and friends. 
To sponsor him visit www.justgiving. 
com/fundraising/ChristianCaddick988 



'A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.H3gleyKitchenS.C0.uk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 







IN LITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


.Including 

fitting! 


INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 

H io 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

YKY^YoYoYo) 


000 Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


.Including 
fitting! 

will Beat 'ANY Genuine Written Quote 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 


Sealed Units 
Replacement available 


It BQA8 to be 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA I trade 
— quality | value | service — Telephone: 0121 421 7001 | 0121 421 2104 welcom 


ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - 10.00am - 1.00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by 

^CAMDEN 


no no no nn 

V v v V v 
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KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SUMMER 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 34 years year-on-year trading installing quality 
windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we 

can offer all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 

llDILKUP 

ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 

For more information call us now on 




or visit our website at 


vw.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


□ 


FENSA 



Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL FI 

Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm F, n St Of IT) 










£lm for restoration 
of historic buildings 

MORE than £1 million will be 
spent on restoring historic build¬ 
ings in Dudley town centre fol¬ 
lowing a grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF). 

Cash-strapped Dudley Council has 
been awarded £1,178,000 funding, 
which is the second cash boost from 
the HLF, to continue its regeneration 
of the town centre. 

The money will fund work to restore 14 
buildings which could see them then used 
by local businesses. 

Council bosses say the funding will help 
‘breathe new life’ into Dudley town centre, 
but are yet to announce which sites will be 
restored. 

“We have big plans for this second phase 
of investment, which will run over the next 
four years and will see the restoration of 14 
key town centre properties,” said Council¬ 
lor Khurshid Ahmed, cabinet member for 
planning and economic development. 

Significant 

“We are really grateful for this second 
significant boost of funding from the Her¬ 
itage Lottery Fund. 

“We have identified the 14 buildings but 
haven’t really clarified the plans yet and it 
is too early to say what the buildings are. 

“We’ve already seen how this money can 
transform buildings and breathe new life 
into our town centre, with many new busi¬ 
nesses hastening to take over these rejuve¬ 
nated buildings.” 

The latest round of funding will link 
Dudley’s retail area to the Civic Quarter. 

The work aims to make the town centre 
a more attractive destination to shop, work 
and visit, which will help boost trade for 
local businesses. 

Dudley Council also plans to launch a 
town centre geo trail, a smartphone app, 
heritage open days and town ambassador 
training sessions as part of the rejuvena¬ 
tion. 



Jake Pearson, of Dudley, has bought an eight foot gorilla for his garden 

WHEN decorating a garden, some enough dinosaurs to make his part 
may opt for pots and planters, may- of Pensnett Road look like Jurassic 
be a gnome but Jake Pearson pre- Park. Jake has four grandchildren 
fers a more eye-catching ornament, and 10 great grandchildren himself. 

That is certainly the case when He said: “The kids love it and that’s 
his latest decoration arrived - an why I do it.” 

8ft tall gorilla. It certainly got a few There is a serious side with Jake 
curtains twitching in the Dudley encouraging anyone who poses for 
street where he lives. a photo with the gorilla to donate 

The model has taken pride of some money to Cancer Research 
place on his driveway alongside after his wife Eileen died of the 
some other unusual decorations - illness in February. 


DO YOU HAVE A BLOCK PAVING 
OR CONCRETE IMPRINT DRIVE? 



J 



•W U 
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6 





• WEEDS GROWING 
THROUGH? 

• CRACKS 
APPEARING? 

• UNUSUALLY 
SLIPPERY WHEN 
WET? 

• COLOUR FADING? 


ALGAE SPOTS? 







AT BTF CLEANING WE SPECIALISE IN CLEANING, REPAIRING, 
RECOLOURING & SEALING DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS. 

Our expert knowledge and experience brings back to life the 
most dull & worn of driveways & patios. 

We also specialise in cleaning all uPVC conservatories, 
gutters, fascias & soffits. 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob:07979 211302 



CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 
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A FANTASTIC WAY FOR EVERYONE WITH FULL OR PARTIAL 
DENTURES TO ACCESS A PERSONAL & UNIQUE SERVICE 

We specialise in bespoke dentures, all handcrafted for comfort and designed 
to give our patients a smile and appearance unique to them 
All work and consultations take place under one roof in the comfort of our 
professional clinic 

Call or come in today for more details 


Confidents Denture Clinic | 0121 426 3500 

19 Albert Road, Harborne, B17 0AP 

J M Dental Care | 0121 354 5433 

3 While Road, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1ND 



Brintons Axminster.£16.95 sq. yd. 

Sensations heathers.£12.95 sq. yd. 

Wiltons Heavy Domestic.£9.95 sq. yd. 

Majestic Saxony Stainfree.£9.95 sq. yd. 

Apollo +.£6.95 sq. yd 

Winyls.^..£7.95 sq. yd. 

IC areiFree Felt Back.£3.95 sq. yd. 

Plus many more great offers Instore 

FACTORY CLEARANCE OF OVER 200 PART ROLLS WITH SAVINGS OF UP TO 75% 

STD are the largest stockists of carpets in the Midlands 
_ ■ with the best selection, the best fitters, and are NEVER 

| J M undercut on price 

Hi “ A i%OZ All end rolls with > 

1 I U/O Oft this voucher 

m MB hf“l I -K 1 ■ ^ /V irfl (*First week of sale only) I 

Kingswinford ^ ^ 

'Carpets 

Tpy' /<o /Cradley 
"* 0 /^ /#/ Heath 
^ ^Stourbridge 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 
Closed Wednesdays 

Church Street, Brierley Hill 

OI 384 76448 
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Luxury Holiday Homes Development 


@ Arrow Bai 


b Gtar facilities 



Open 71 O'VO for viewing 


A faMutifat cocAAtf ^) hoiid/uj park 
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Arrow Bank 
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Small Whole 
Fresh Boneless 
Sirloins 
Was £6.991b 

Now 
£5.991b 


Whole 

Fresh 

Ribeyes 

Was £6.991b 

Now 
£5.991b 


Whole 
Fresh Beef 
Fillets 

£7.98lb 

Take 2 £6.981b 


Whole Fresh 
Boneless 
Rumps of 
Beef 

£4.99lb 


Whole Black 
Angus Salmon 
Cuts of Beef 
Approx 61b 

£3.50lb 

Take 2 £2.99lb 


Whole 
Fresh 
Spring 
Lamb Legs 

£2.99lb 


Boneless 
Turkey 
Crowns 
Wrapped in 
Bacon with 


£2.79lb 


Whole 
Boneless 
Danish Crown 
Gammons 
Was £2.28lb 

Now 

£1.89lb 


Whole 

Boneless Pork 
Loins 

R/on or R/off 
Was £1.991b 

Now 

£1.89lb 


Whole 
Boneless 
Black Angus 
Beef Roasts 
Grain Fed 
£2.89lb 
Approx 12 to 141b 


111b Fresh 
Chicken Fillets 
(Additive Free) 

£22 per Tray 
Take 2 

£20.00 per tray 


Fresh 
Spring 
Lamb Leg 
Chops 

£3.99lb 


2 Fresh 
Spring Lamb 
Shanks 

£6.98 

for 2 


Fresh 
Boneless 
Spring 
Lamb Legs 
£3.99lb 


FREEZER PACK £69.00! 

2 BEEF JOINTS, 2 LAMB JOINTS, 2 PORK 
JOINTS, 2LB BEST PORK SAUSAGES, 
RUMP STEAKS, 2LB HOME CURED BACON, 
LAMB CHOPS, PORK STEAKS 


Homemade Pork Sausage- minimum Pork content 70% 
Pork & Red Onion Sausage • Tomato Sausage 
(Fresh Red Onion, Tomatoes, No Flavouring) 

Pork & Black Pudding 


BLACK ANGUS 
HOMEMADE 100% 
BEEF BURGERS 


51b Packs of Locally Cured Short Back Bacon 
Was £8.99 per Pack NOW £7.95 PER PACK 
Smoked NOW £8.95 PER PACK 


10 Loin Lamb Chops. £7.99 

10 Pork Loin Steaks. £7.99 

10 Sirloin Steaks. £17.99 

10 Ribeye Steaks. £17.99 


HOMEMADE 
NEW SEASON MINTED 
LAMB BURGERS 


Email us on: hawthorneandwalker@gmail.com 
01384 633648 (24 hr answer phone) or 01384 353550 
Opening times: Mon: 9am-1pmTues: 8am-5pm, Wed & Sat: 8am-1pm, Thurs & Fri: 8am-5.30pm 

TRADE 172-6 HIGH STREET, QUARRY BANK ALL 

welcome FREE HOME DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER £50 availability 


Most Credit Cards taken 


=J3E$ 


T a ra ^ 


Visa, Mastercard, etc 


Wolves fans ran across the Cotswolds 



Craig Purser, left, and Phil Marsh completed the equivalent of four marathons in four days in their Cotswolds run 


TWO friends who were bought togeth¬ 
er by their shared love of Wolves com¬ 
pleted an epic challenge by running 
four marathons in four days. 

Phil Marsh and Craig Purser began 
running together after striking up a 
friendship at Molineux. 

Their latest challenge saw them 
take on a 107-mile run around the 
Cotswolds - meaning they had to cover 
more than 25 miles a day on average. 

Phil, 59, only began running at 
Craig’s behest eight years ago. Car 
mechanic Phil, from Lower Gornal, 
said: “I was one of those who would 
watch people run by in the rain think¬ 


ing ‘they must be mad’. Craig talked 
me into carrying the bags at a Spanish 
marathon in Palma. I ended up sign¬ 
ing up for it and enjoyed it.” 

The pair have since taken on doz¬ 
ens of challenges together but Phil 
admitted the Cotswolds challenge was 
tougher than anything he and heating 
engineer Craig, 38, from Brierley Hill, 
had faced before. 

He said: “I would normally look at 
doing a four-hour marathon but this 
was an unknown. “I have heard people 
have taken the wrong turn and added 
another five miles on. 

“It’s a mixed terrain. There is 30 


to 40 miles of off-road and we run 
through little villages. There are some 
hills as well.” 

They started in Chipping Camden 
and spent the next four days making 
their way to Bath. 

The pair ran for the charities Mind 
and the Acorn Children’s Hospital and 
raised more than £1,000. 

The pair initially met in 2008 as sea¬ 
son ticket holders to Wolves. 

This is just the latest in a series of 
challenges they’ve done together, also 
including the annual cross country 
running event ‘Race the Train’ in 
Wales. 



4 WE OFFER QUALITY UPVC 
WINDOWS AND DOORS AT 
QUAFITY PRICES JJ 



Why pay more? 

Deal direct with the owners, 
no salesmen, and see the difference 

Doors from £450 
Composite Doors form £630 
Conservatories from £4500 


iSIi 



WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
QUOTE 


Specialists in Door, Window, 
Porch and 

Conservatory Installations 
Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 
Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON 
ALLUPVC PRODUCTS 

Quality products at quality prices 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Faulty door locks and window 
hinges replaced 


Hawthorn 

Windows 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3XB 

Tel: 0121 559 6320 


www.hawthorn-windows.co.uk 


PKNSA 






















































































Hot weather 
danger to dogs 

THE number of complaints made to the 
RSPCA about dogs and animals being left 
in hot cars in the West Midlands is continu¬ 
ing to rise, new figures reveal. 

Concerned charity bosses have launched 
a new campaign urging pet owners to take 
extra care of their animals. 

The RSPCA attended 230 call-outs relat¬ 
ing to dogs in hot cars across the region in 
2015 - a rise from 223 in 2014 and 124 in 
2013. 

The charity receives thousands of reports 
of dogs suffering from heat exposure across 
the country every year - that equates to one 
call every hour. 

As well as animals left in hot cars, this 
can include dogs outside who are suffering 
from the heat as well as those in conserva¬ 
tories or caravans. 

In 2015, the RSPCA received a total of 
8,779 calls nationwide to report incidents of 
dogs suffering from heat exposure - more 
than 3,000 more than in 2010. 


Death crash driver fails to 
win appeal to cut sentence 


A DRIVER who smashed into 
a bus stop killing a university 
student and seriously injur¬ 
ing her friend has been told 
by judges that his eight-year 
jail term is deserved. 

Sukvinder Singh Mannan was 
driving at lOlmph after a high speed 
race when he lost control of his red 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution and 
ploughed into the bus stop on Hag- 
ley Road, Quinton, in May 2014. The 
impact killed Rebecca McManus, 21, 
from Oldbury, while her friend Har¬ 
riet Barnsley, also then 21, was cata¬ 
strophically injured. 


Miss McManus died almost in¬ 
stantly, whereas Miss Barnsley suf¬ 
fered serious brain injuries, a smashed 
pelvis and two collapsed lungs. 

A breath test on Mannan showed up 
positive but at hospital he refused to 
allow a sample of his blood be taken. 

Mannan, 34, of Roundhills Road, 
Halesowen, admitted causing death 
by dangerous driving last year. He 
also pleaded guilty to causing serious 
injury by dangerous driving and fail¬ 
ing to provide a blood sample. He was 
jailed in December. 

Last week he asked judges at Lon¬ 
don’s Criminal Appeal Court to sof¬ 
ten his punishment. But Lord Justice 


Lloyd Jones said: “It is said that there 
was no clear evidence that a substan¬ 
tial amount of alcohol was consumed. 
We are quite satisfied that there was 
such evidence. The paramedic smelled 
drink on his breath and his speech was 
slurred. The reason he was driving at 
lOlmph was because he was racing. 
The racing was a very significant 
cause of the death of Rebecca.” 

He added that Miss Barnsley will be 
seriously disabled for the rest of her 
life. Dismissing the appeal, the judge 
sitting with Mr Justice William Davis 
and Judge Gregory Dickinson QC, said 
such a serious offence “ justified a very 
high sentence”. 



Sukvinder Singh Mannan 


Views sought 
on Metro Mayor 

A CONSULTATION has been launched 
on what powers the Metro Mayor should 
have within the new West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority (WMCA). 

The post is due to be filled following an 
election in May next year and residents 
are being asked to comment on what de¬ 
cisions the figurehead should be allowed 
to make. 

Powers could extend to determin¬ 
ing local tax levels and business rates, 
and could also include the final say over 
housebuilding and transport schemes for 
the region. 

Councillor Bob Sleigh, chairman of the 
WMCA, said: “The idea of a mayor for the 
WMCA area is to provide a strong voice 
for the region. They would also be an am¬ 
bassador for the area.” 

To take part in the consultation visit 
westmidland scombinedauthority.org.uk 
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CBeebies presenter Andy Day takes a break from filming 
at Dudley Zoo with new arrival Sebastian the penguin 

SOME of Dudley Zoo’s newest arrivals have had a brush 
with stardom by entering the spotlight for a new children’s 
TV programme. 

The zoo’s hand-reared Humboldt penguin Sebastian and 
three newborn peafowl chicks will soon be appearing in a 
new CBeebies series, hosted by children’s presenter Andy 
Day. Andy and his crew visited last week to film the chicks 
for the autumn TV show. 

Resource offering 
careers guidance 

AN INITIATIVE to help young people make informed 
career decisions is being offered to students in the West 
Midlands. 

Holly Hall Academy in Dudley is one of the first schools 
in the region to implement ‘Start’, an online resource 
which provides access to comprehensive careers guidance 
for teachers, parents and students. 

The software is designed to help young people connect 
ideas, interests and aspirations to jobs and educational 
pathways. 

At the heart of Start is a job bank which includes more 
than 1,600 jobs providing detailed information on the 
qualifications required, typical salaries and the user’s own 
suitability for the role. Linked to this is live market in¬ 
formation, showing opportunities in the student’s locality, 
giving a real indication of the current labour market and 
job availability. The software is developed by careers guid¬ 
ance company U-Explore. 

Zoe Turton, Intervention Co-ordinator at Holly Hall 
Academy, said: “We work closely with students to ensure 
they have all the information they need to make the best 
choices for their future. Start has proven to be a resource 
the students are already benefiting from. 

“The software takes into account the personal prefer¬ 
ences of the user and suggests roles which are suited to 
their qualities, skills and work preferences. It’s a unique 
tool which we are confident will have a significant impact 
on the futures of our students.” 



Cousins' Summer Sale Extra Discounts offer is now 
in its final week at the Midlands' largest and most 
inspirational furniture stores. 

Hurry, take advantage of the extra discounts off 
all sale prices throughout the store. 

With huge reductions on every single item, there's never been a 
better time to save on furniture, carpets, beds, homewares and much 
more, including all the famous brand names. 

Buy now and pay nothing until next year - not even a deposit! 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 

PRICE 


£1299 


TRIPOD FILM FLOOR LAMP 
Normal £429 | Sale £99 
SAVE £50 


SUMMER SALE 


Final Week 


HUGE 


RANGE OF 


ACCESSORIES 
IN STORE 


DISCOUNT 


FREE UK DELIVERY 
& FITTING 




Harrison 1HALO 


WIIJJSVCCAMRIHR 


Dr T RESTA 


53 
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LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING UNTIL NEXT YEAR. NO DEPOSIT. 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


CELEBRATING 



• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 



★ ★★★★ 
feefo J 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE c D 0 t 


rders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2017 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store 
ubject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 24.07.16. See website for Price Promise details. 
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Still sitting 
pretty with 
vintage lace 
at auction 

ANTIQUES AND KdM 
COLLECTIBLES Twi 


By John Ridgway, of Perry & Phillips 


A NUMBER of years ago, when every¬ 
one aspired to have a Laura Ashley-style 
home, lace was massively popular and 
was snapped up very quickly both at auc¬ 
tion and in antiques centres. 

Since then its 
appeal waned 
as design trends 
changed. 

Now, however, 
we’re seeing its for¬ 
tunes wheel around 
as once again lace 
items seem to be 
appealing to the 
buyers. 

And remember 
that lace doesn’t 
have to be restricted 
to period homes or 
country cottages, it 
can look really good 
in a contemporary 
property. 

There are all 
kinds of lovely lace-trimmed items to look out for that 
will look great in rooms throughout the home. 

For a dining room or dining kitchen there are cot¬ 
ton and lace runners, table cloths, table centres and 
napkins. 

In the sitting room you could use cushion covers and 
small mats, and in a bedroom lace-trimmed valences, 
nightdress cases and lace-edged pillow slips. 

Other small items such as lace gloves and handker¬ 
chiefs are pretty to display in a guest room, and it is 
possible to pick up odd pieces of vintage lace that you 
can then attach to your own fabric. 

And it’s not just for our homes that we like lace - for 
centuries it’s been an essential fashion accessory. 

Many people look out for pieces of old lace to use in 
dress-making, to add a vintage touch to a contempo¬ 
rary item. 

Vintage lace wedding dresses sell for very good prices 
- providing they are in pristine condition (brides tend 
to want perfection 
on their wedding 
day). 

A 1920s ‘tea- 
stained’ lace wed¬ 
ding dress sold 
recently on the 
internet for £230 
and a beautiful Ed¬ 
wardian lace wed¬ 
ding dress went for 
£1,250. 

Lace has been 
around for a long 
time - paintings 
show that it was used on clothing as early as the 1600s 
and we see portraits of Queen Elizabeth I wearing 
some spectacular ruffs and Marie Antoinette sport¬ 
ing elegant lace-trimmed dresses. Originally, lace was 
made from silk, linen, silver and even gold thread but 
gradually it became more affordable as cotton was used 
instead. 

Hundreds of years ago lace-making was a cottage 
industry but in the 1800s lace-making machines were 
introduced, making lace much more affordable and 
generally available. 

The ‘original’ lace was usually made using bobbins 
or needle and thread and today many ‘hobby’ lace-mak¬ 
ers employ the same techniques. 

Telling the difference between hand-made and ma¬ 
chine lace can be very difficult, even for a collector. 

The experts say you need a magnifying glass to iden¬ 
tify ‘clear lines’ amongst the threads, this will indicate 
a hand-made item. 

And of course, vintage lace is often sewn onto a mod¬ 
ern piece of fabric so you get a ‘marriage’ of old and 
new. 

Check the condition of very old lace before you buy 
it, it may have been beautifully made originally but 
subject to wear and tear over the years. 

Perry and Phillips Auctioneers hold sales of 

antiques and collectables on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Valuation days, for sale items only, are 
held every Wednesday at the Mill Street saleroom, 
in Low Town, Bridgnorth, from 10am until 4pm. 




Phew! Prom season delivers many demands 



THIS week is prom week in most of our 
schools. 

A time when the school year comes to an 
end and the stress is no longer caused by 
exams but instead what to wear for the occa¬ 
sion of the year. 

It draws to a close a crazy time of year for 
me where I am extremely busy with altera¬ 
tions and making bespoke prom dresses. 

‘THE dress’, designed from a mix of various 
photos on the internet, required in a particu¬ 
lar colour and fabric with added bling....no 
thought for the final cost. 

Dresses purchased from websites with 
super model photos, the reality arriving in 
the wrong size, different colour, and needing 
various alterations. 

Dresses purchased from shops requiring 
a sleeker shape, a tighter bodice, the length 
shortened, the list is endless, my order book 
full and for the parents extremely costly. 

The prom can be traced back to banquets 
arranged in American universities in the 19th 
Century held for the year’s graduating class. 

The word prom is short for promenade, the 
promenading of guests at a party. 


STYLE 

FOCUS 


I with Janet Timmis 



In the 1950’s the traditional prom usually 
held in the school sports hall was replaced by 
a dance at local hotels and venues. During the 
2000’s US TV’s shows made proms popular 
here and they become more important and 
more elaborate each year. 

Accessories 

For parents with daughters at prom age 
it is an expensive time and the planning 
amounts to weeks of detailed organising. 

The dress, the hair and make-up (including 
a trial run), spray tan, the shoes, bag, jew¬ 
ellery, transport and then surprisingly, the 
after party dress and accessories, and the 
parents with sons do not escape lightly, the 
suit, shirt, tie and shoes have to be ‘just right’ 
and designer label. 

Retailers selling garments for the prom sea¬ 


son have to be savvy and well organised, the 
same dress must not be sold to more than one 
person attending the same event. 

How often I wonder is the same dress pur¬ 
chased by two girls from different retailers, 
only to have their evening completely spoilt 
when they meet on the night! 

I have even heard of girls not attending 
because the right dress just cannot be found. 

Each year a trend features strongly, 2015 
saw lots of red jersey dresses with beaded 
waists and plunging necklines. 

This year navy is the outright winner, 
higher necklines are popular with open backs, 
sprinkled with diamante, straighter styles 
with a small train at the back or alternatively 
pale summery colours with full floating hem¬ 
lines and tight gathered glittering bodices 
worn with towering high heels. 

Next year will bring another new style, a 
new list of challenges and many an empty 
wallet. 

For more details visit www.jflexclu 
sive.com, www.jflgarmentsolutions. 
co.uk 

Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 



If you keep an eye on portion sizes and avoid unhealthy additions like salt and sugar, nuts can be a healthy choice between or with your meals 


Nutty discovery which 
can boost your health 



A handful of nuts will curb your hunger 


IT can be hard to get through 
the day without a snack or two, 
and all too often these come in 
the unhealthy form of biscuits, 
cakes or crisps. Want to curb be- 
tween-meal hunger pangs and 
bolster your health in the pro¬ 
cess? Lisa Salmon makes a nutty 
discovery... 

A handful of nuts could curb those 
snack-cravings - and boost your health 
at the same time. Not only will their 
concentrated protein content help 
you feel fuller for longer, but they 
could protect you from a whole host of 
illnesses. 

A new study has found that patients 
with prostate cancer who consumed 
nuts five or more times a week after 
diagnosis, had a 34% lower rate of 
mortality than those who ate nuts less 
than once a month. 

And last year, a Dutch study found 
a link between daily nut consumption 
and a reduced chance of dying from 


Report by Karen Evans 

several chronic diseases, including 
cancer and heart disease. 

SUPER NUTS? 

Nuts are packed with protein, fibre 
and important vitamins and minerals, 
including - in differing proportions de¬ 
pending on the type of nut - calcium, 
iron, zinc, magnesium, vitamin E and 
B vitamins and selenium, the power¬ 
ful antioxidant thought to help fight 
cancer, and which may also play a role 
in combating infertility, dementia and 
low thyroid function. 

Nuts have a high fat content, but 
it’s the ‘healthy’ type - unsaturated 
- which is thought to help lower ‘bad’ 
LDL cholesterol levels. 

Of course, a packet of roasted, salted 
nuts is not the same ‘healthy snack’ as 
some plain, raw almonds, for example. 
Dieticians advise avoiding nuts that 
are packaged, salted or roasted in oil 
or honey; instead, eat them raw or 
dry-roasted. 


FIGHTING CANCER 

Although the recent Harvard study 
found death rates among men with 
prostate cancer were more than a 
third less when they ate nuts regular¬ 
ly, it didn’t conclude that eating nuts 
actually helped prevent men from get¬ 
ting prostate cancer in the first place. 

However, other studies have sug¬ 
gested nuts - particularly walnuts 
- may help prevent, or at least delay, 
some types of cancer, including breast, 
prostate and colorectal. 

HEARTY STUFF 

Many studies have identified a link 
between eating nuts and reduced risk 
of cardiovascular problems. Harvard 
research found men who ate nuts at 
least twice a week over a year had a 
47% lower risk of sudden cardiac death 
and a 30% lower risk of dying from all 
types of coronary artery disease. 

It’s also thought that nuts lower in¬ 
sulin resistance, so they help reduce 
the incidence of diabetes and inflam¬ 
mation. 




























:650k sale at auction 

or a ‘doorstop’ vase 



Auctioneer Charles Hanson with the ‘remarkable’ rare 
Chinese vase that dates back more than 200 years 

A VASE used as a doorstop in a Black Country home has 
fetched £650,000 at auction. The antique - described as 
‘the find of a lifetime’ - sold last week. 

Discovered propping a door open in a home, it was later 
found to be a rare Chinese artefact from the 18th century, 
probably made for the Emperor of China. 

A round of applause filled the auction room in Derby as 
it sold for £650,000. 

The 26-inch tall blue and white vase, made in China dur¬ 
ing the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1735-99), was spotted 
by Hanson’s Auctioneers associate director Adrian Rath- 
bone. The vase was passed on to the unidentified Black 
Country couple by a great aunt Florrie and had latterly 
been used as a doorstop. Luckily, it sustained no damage. 

Experts believe the vase was possibly manufactured at 
China’s imperial kilns for the Emperor’s Summer Palace. 
Charles Hanson, of Hanson’s Auctioneers, said the find was 
‘remarkable’. 


Paintings of old 
Black Country on 
show at Portal 


DRAMATIC and atmos¬ 
pheric paintings depicting 
the Black Country’s indus¬ 
trial past will form a new 
exhibition in the Dudley Ca¬ 
nal Trust’s Portal building. 

The exhibition of artist 
Ken Wood’s work features 
paintings inspired by local 
views of canal-side factories 
and streets, as well as do¬ 
mestic scenes. 

By using a vibrant pal¬ 
ette, Mr Wood captures the 
roar of the furnaces and the 
thick smoggy air, as well as 
the lives of the workers. 

“We’re delighted to be 
able to display Ken’s work 
in our new temporary ex¬ 
hibition space”, said Holly 
Wain, heritage activities 
assistant at Dudley Canal 


Trust. “His work is so strik¬ 
ing and perfectly captures 
the atmosphere of the Black 
Country in years gone by.” 

His works have been ex¬ 
hibited widely and have 
found their way to the USA 
and New Zealand. 

Ken said: “I have exhib¬ 
ited my work at several 
venues throughout the 
Black Country and beyond. 
So when I had the oppor¬ 
tunity to show some of my 
paintings at the fabulously 
impressive building, the 
Dudley Canal Trust’s Por¬ 
tal, I jumped at the oppor¬ 
tunity”. 

The exhibition is free to 
visit and will run until Au¬ 
gust 22. All of the artwork 
will be for sale. 


The write stuff 

A WRITERS’ workshop is being held in Halesowen 
Library in September. 

Author Mike Uden will lead the event on Septem¬ 
ber 10 from 11am to 1pm. 

Places can be booked by calling the library on 
(01384)812982. 

Mr Uden’s books, which include Dead Man Talking 
and The Sacrifice ,will be on sale. 


Loriy driver caught up in 
Thai fake brands racket 
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THE name and address of a lorry 
driver from Brierley Hill was used 
by the organiser of a sophisticat¬ 
ed operation bringing fake de¬ 
signer clothing into the UK, 

But Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
that Ralph McConnell was not the man be¬ 
hind the racket because he had been duped 
into giving his personal details while he was 
obtaining a visa to bring his Thai wife to 
this country. 


Report by John Scott 


“I thought he was a friend and that I was 
doing him a favour when he used my ad¬ 
dress. It was all going on behind my back,” 
he told the court. 

Computers belonging to the 43-year-old 
and members of his family were seized 
when trading standards officials launched 
an investigation into the import of bogus 
Ralph Lauren, Lacoste and Fred Perry Polo 
shirts and T-shirts from Thailand. 


Mr Mark Jackson, prosecuting on behalf 
of Dudley Council, accepted others were 
involved but insisted that the defendant - 
who previously lived in Thailand - was a 
leading player in the fraud. 

McConnell, whose wife works as a 
cleaner, conceded he realised the cloth¬ 
ing was fake after it had been returned 
by disappointed customers who bought it 
through an internet website. However, he 
maintained: “I did not set it up and had no 
access to the bank account for the money.” 


He and his wife sent small amounts of 
cash back to family members in Thailand 
but the size of those payments proved he 
was not a major beneficiary from the fraud, 
argued Mr Jonathan Rose, defending. 

McConnell, of Brettell Lane, Brierley 
Hill, pleaded guilty to conspiracy to distrib¬ 
ute counterfeit goods on the basis that he 
was not a prime mover in the operation. He 
was given a nine-month prison sentence 
suspended for a year plus 100 hours of un¬ 
paid work. 
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EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
END SUNDAY 5pm! 
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Modern large sofa in a textured natural fabric. Oak finish extending dining table & 4 chairs. 

WAS £999 SALEJ499' WAS £1079 SALE£809- 


Natural oak effect sliding robe. 

WAS £599 SALE £429- 


Silentnight Miracoil luxury storage divan set. 

WAS £649 SALE £399' 


£349 


SAVE 

£650 


,£499 


SAVE 

£580 


£249 


SAVE 

£350 


,£349 


SAVE 

£300 


Level Street 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 

Merry Hill, Dudley 

West Midlands 

\5Jnlliam&sons 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 

DY51UA 


Saturday 10-6pm 

T. 01384 77444 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 

Sunday 11-5pm 


We’ll not be beaten on Price! That’s our ‘Price Promise’ to you! 

Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to hear about our latest news & offers! 

Baker •bardi *%*^»*r ‘ x * , -Vmtu •»..?>*« Myufr rauch I 


RMfc 


WADE 


0% APR 0<>/ ° APR Representative 'Deferred interest free credit offer available on orders over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. 
representative Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&0E. 
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Battling an 
explosion 
of slimy 
invaders 

Wet summer weather has boost¬ 
ed slug populations even further, 
HANNAH STEPHENSON discov¬ 
ers. She talks to experts about 
how to deter these slimy pests 

THE explosion in the slug population predicted by 
wildlife experts earlier this year has been painfully evi¬ 
dent in my garden, as the slimy critters have munched 
their way through beds, borders and container plants. 

Venturing out each morning and evening on my con¬ 
stitutional slug patrol, I have picked off at least 30 of 
these incessant pests per session but each time I look 
out during or after a downpour, there they are again, 
climbing walls, scaling even the most thin-stemmed 
clematis, stripping plants of flowers and foliage and 
leaving their slimy trail. 

There are more than 30 
types of slug in the UK, some 
95 per cent of which are un¬ 
derground, nibbling on seeds 
and roots and laying 20-100 
eggs multiple times every 
year. 

It is believed that the aver¬ 
age British garden contains 
over 20,000 slugs and snails. 

Slugs remain active in temper¬ 
atures of 5C and above, con¬ 
suming around 40 times their 
weight in the space of a day. 

Warnings went out much 
earlier in the season predicting a slug population ex¬ 
plosion, warning that young plants are particularly 
vulnerable to attack, but when slugs are on the ram¬ 
page and in numbers as great as they have been this 
year due to the mild winter and wet summer, nothing 
is safe. 

Maturity 

Paul Hetherington, director of fundraising and com¬ 
munications at the charity BugLife, says: “All the an¬ 
ecdotal evidence points to the sheer numbers of slugs 
and snails this year. 

“They are bigger because they have not spent time 
in a torpid state of hibernation, they are reaching ma¬ 
turity earlier because they haven’t had these periods 
of rest when their body mass reduces, and they breed 
whenever they are active, not seasonally. 

“When it’s hot and dry they will hibernate, but be¬ 
cause of the weather, we have seen 11 months of slug 
and snail activity in the UK, whereas it used to be 
around seven.” 

The changing weather patterns - mild, wet winters 
and wet summers - have boosted slug populations, but 
the situation has been exac¬ 
erbated by the loss of natural 
predators including hedge¬ 
hogs, thrushes, frogs, toads 
and ground beetles, which 
feed on slugs and help retain 
the balance of nature, he says. 

There are plants which 
slugs don’t like, including aq- 
uilegias, geraniums and fox¬ 
gloves, which have high toxin 
levels. 

“I’ve found that they prefer 
courgettes to pumpkins - on 
my allotment they’ve eaten 
all the courgettes and left the 

pumpkins,” he says. 

Deterrents include copper tape around plant pots, 
placing sharp sand or crushed eggshells around plants, 
or even building a pond or water feature which will 
attract toads, frogs and newts, all natural predators to 
the slug. 

Some people recommend boiling up cloves of garlic, 
straining off the liquid and watering around plants 
with that. Other than that, it’s a case of continuing 
with dawn and dusk patrols to pick the slugs off. 

While many people opt for slug pellets, Hetherington 
claims that even so-called organic varieties may harm 
other wildlife. 

Guy Barter, RHS chief horticultural adviser, says 
nematodes are probably the most eco-friendly solu¬ 
tion. Parasitic nematodes occur naturally in the soil, 
but not enough to see off the sheer numbers of pests. 
They can be bought from online garden retailers. The 
organisms are mixed with water and then watered into 
the ground. Some specifically target slugs, infecting 
them with bacteria. 

“They are an excellent idea because they have no ef¬ 
fect on non-targeted organisms, are safe for the user 
and are organic. The only downside is that they are 
rather expensive,” Barter says. 

However, Hetherington points to research that has 
shown cases of certain nematodes crossing species, in¬ 
fecting bees as well, so would recommend using them 
only as a last resort. 

If, during your slug patrols, you come across any 
leopard slugs - so-called for their distinctive markings 
- it might be better to leave them alone, as they are 
carnivorous and will eat other slugs. 





You can grow aubergines under cover or outdoors in a sheltered spot 


A taste of Mediterranean 
for greenhouse or patio 


GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT 
-Aubergines 

THEY are a staple of the Mediterranean, in 
traditional vegetable dishes such as ratatouille 
or the Greek speciality, moussaka, but you can 
grow aubergines under cover or in the garden 
given warm, sheltered conditions. 

Sow indoors in early spring, two seeds to a 
pot and pinch out the weaker of the two if both 
appear. 

They need high temperatures and plenty of 
light to produce a good crop, so if you have a 
greenhouse, grow them in there and if not, keep 
them in a large pot in a sunny, sheltered pot on 
the patio, but don’t put them out until June, 
when all danger of frost has passed. 

Pinch out the growing tip when the plant is 
30cm tall to encourage more flowering side- 
shoots to form. 

Give them regular high potash liquid feeds 
and plenty of water when the fruits have set to 
boost your chances of success and support the 
main stems with canes. Plants grow to about 
90cm (3ft) high outdoors and should yield up 


to 1.8kg (41b) of fruit if you’re lucky. Varieties 
worth trying include ‘Black Enorma’ and ‘Mon¬ 
eymaker’. 

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK 

1. Keep picking sweet peas to promote further 
blooms 

2. Make earwig traps by filling a small plastic 
pot with dampened straw and placing it upside 
down on top of a cane at a similar height to the 
plants you want to protect 

3. Lift and divide bearded irises 

4. Keep deadheading bedding plants to keep 
displays looking their best 

5. Remove the side buds of dahlias if you want 
bigger blooms 

6. Plant autumn-flowering bulbs 

7. Pick courgettes little and often, to stop 
them growing into large marrows 

8. Protect carrots from carrot root fly by erect¬ 
ing a 60cm-tall fleece and cane fence around 
crops 

9. Harvest damsons and plums 

10. In the greenhouse, water and mist cuttings 


Into the wild with tips 
for creating a meadow 



Meadow planting features a wide range of grasses, creating a wilder, natural look which harks back to a bygone era 



Geranium pratense can be grown as plugs and planted out Oxe-eye daisies will be among the first to appear 


ROSS 


UNDERWOOD 

: 1 

1 Head Gardener at Hodnet Hall 1 


“Hey, Babe, Take a walk on 
the wild side” - Lou Reed 
THERE can be few finer sights 
than a meadow in full floriferous 
glory or a spectacle more redo¬ 
lent of the English landscape. 

It is amazing to think of the transforma¬ 
tion in thinking amongst gardeners over 
the past few years from attention and ad¬ 
miration of wild nature to trying to emulate 
or even embellish it in their own gardens. 

True, many people still prefer the care¬ 
fully crafted look of an herbaceous, mixed 
or shrub border but an area of true or ‘cul¬ 
tivated’ wildness can be just as much a dis¬ 
play of the gardeners craft. 

At some point in the dim and distant 
past the nature that surrounded us seemed 
to grow smaller and we brought what we 
considered the best bits into close proxim¬ 
ity to our dwelling places with because they 
gave us sustenance or pleasure. As more of 
the landscape became husbanded true wild 
nature adapted to our techniques or was 
pushed to the uncultivated periphery. With 
greater mechanisation and urbanisation the 
most desirable or fashionable plants were 
brought directly from the wild into our 
gardens with by seed, cutting or wholesale 
pillaging. Mechanised farming and the un¬ 
restricted use of chemicals completed mans’ 
dominance over the wilderness. This is why 
people are drawn to meadows and hedge¬ 
rows perhaps we find ourselves catching a 
glimpse of something vanished or what we 
imagine has disappeared tinged with the 
honey tones of nostalgia. Ironically much 
good meadow planting can be seen along 
the roadside where the soil has been dis¬ 
turbed and poor soil has been piled at the 
sides to make verges. 

Whatever the case meadow gardening 
is not for the impatient gardener. Much of 
our richest flora grows on poor shallow soil 
which unless you have it has to be created 
by stripping away the richer topsoil down 
to the subsoil. For those without the means 
or nerve to contemplate such a drastic step 
then the nutrient content has to be reduced 
over time. The key factor is to start with a 
weed free area and then either sow an an¬ 
nual or permanent seed mix. Nettles and 
docks can be a problem on heavy soil and 
will need to be sprayed off or weeded out 
by hand. 

The first year will see astonishing growth 
including pioneer species such as oxe-eye 
daisies which will gradually give way to a 
more stable mix over time. The grass spe¬ 
cies will settle down over time to a finer 
mix including common bent, crested dog 
tail and red Fescue. Yellow rattle (Rhinan- 
thus major) will help weaken any invasive 
grasses and a mowing regime which starts 
with a July cut followed by close mowing 
will help keep on top of more vigorous spe¬ 
cies and reduce the fertility. 


A few years need to go buy before intro¬ 
ducing bulbs and perennials such as greater 
knapweed or Geranium pratense which can 
be grown as plugs and planted into ground 
or scattered as seed with fingers crossed. 

Aesthetically when a meadow is brought 


into a garden it looks best in a semi agri¬ 
cultural setting such as an orchard where 
a froth of cow parsley beneath a flowering 
apple tree will make a jaw dropping sight. 

Otherwise contrast the wildness with 
structural elements sick as clipped hedges 


or topiary. If you are lucky enough to have 
the sort of soil that meadow flowers prefer 
then simply get out the deck chair, sit back 
and listen to the garden birds and bees 

humming the tune. “Doo do doo do doo 

do do doo...” 





















Holiday homes in 
a beautiful setting 


COMMERCIAL 

FEATURE 


NESTLED alongside the 
winding river Arrow, lies the 
most idyllic holiday park, 
where holiday makers are 
exploring the option of in¬ 
vesting in a caravan holiday 
home. 

Meadow View is a luxury new devel¬ 
opment set in the heart of the beautiful 
Arrow Bank Holiday Park, just outside 
Leominster in Herefordshire. 

Purchased by Glenn and Hannah 
Jones in 2012, Arrow Bank Holiday 
Park is the newest addition to the Best- 
parks family. Glenn and Hannah have 
already made many improvements 
to the original park and are now busy 
creating a 20-plot luxury holiday home 
and lodge development. 

“The meandering River Arrow bor¬ 
ders the park and sets a glorious scene 
in this picture postcard location, so 
expectations are high for any new pro¬ 
jects to match the original standard,” 
explained Glenn, who has worked tire¬ 
lessly in the development of Meadow 
View. 

Tranquil 

“As it nears completion, we are so 
pleased with the results. The area has 
been designed with tasteful landscap¬ 
ing to encourage wildlife and to create 
a tranquil, unspoilt location for any 
owner. 

“Each of the 20 spacious plots in 
Meadow View have been thoughtfully 
designed to enjoy a lakeside location 
and views of the wonderful countryside 
beyond. 



The delightful and restful waterside setting of Arrow Bank Holiday Park 


“No expense has been spared ei¬ 
ther- concrete bases, attractive block- 
paved kerbing, private stoned drive¬ 
ways and two large patio areas come 
as standard with each plot.” 

The jewel in the crown of Meadow 
View is a beautiful ornamental lake, 
edged with reed beds and water flow¬ 
ers. Wooden benches encourage you 
to sit and relax in this idyllic location as 
dragonflies dance across the water. 

Meadow view is already open. “We 
fell in love with it instantly,” explained 
one happy holiday home owner, add¬ 
ing: “As an owner here we get the best 
of both worlds, the peace and tranquil¬ 
lity of this idyllic park, plus we can use 
the facilities at Pearl Lake, less than 
five minutes away. Pearl Lake is an¬ 
other lovely park, but with more going 





on - there’s a golf course, fishing lake, 
children’s facilities and a fabulous bar 
and restaurant.” 

Arrow Bank is a hidden gem at the 
picture postcard black and white vil¬ 
lage of Eardisland, set on the banks of 
the River Arrow. Some of its buildings 
date back to the 15th century. 

Glenn said: “Our five star standard 
holiday park offers a welcoming re¬ 
treat to escape the hustle and bustle 
of everyday life. Meadow View is one 
of the finest new developments in the 
country offering everything you could 
desire from a holiday home location.” 

Whether you are new to holiday 
home ownership or fancy a change 
from your current location, get in touch 
for a private guided tour on 01544 
388312 or email info@arrowbank.co.uk 


1 
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Our new Twelve Baskets store on Vicarage Road is 
part of the Loaves 'n' Fishes charity. This new 
store compliments our first store in Blackheath 
town centre selling a range of items the charity 
can't use for one reason or another. 



REPURPOSE 


REUSE 


RECYCLE 


It is also our new repurpose, 
reuse and recycle site where 
we make use of broken up 
furniture, and other 
oddments, turning them into 
bespoke pieces. 


0121 559 1446 
www.loavesnfishes.co.uk 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 



EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


l 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



■ 


Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


YOU CAN BUY THIS 

ITALIAN LEATHER SUITE 

NOW IN OUR STORE 

Just £499.00 



MANY MORE BARGAINS IN STORE! 

TRADE FURNITURE 


UNIT 12 PEARTREE LANE, DUDLEY. DY2 OQU 
TEL: 01384 484077 
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 10-3PM 

ESTABLISHED OVER 25 YEARS 
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Splashbacks 

% bfclp. Splashbach Specialists 20% OFF 




ALL GLASS SPLASHBACKS 


Custom Pn 


inted Splashbacks 


Also Available! 


Any Colour Any Design! 


'E: 0121 557 8174/ www.mysplashbacks.co.uk 

(MII, Greens Court Tracka Estate, [Oest Ifcrowid/i lOest MicfMs, hlO 1EC 


Oak Wood 01597 

LODGES 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 


> Book a Lodge with a -<T 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. 
All year round availability. 

Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 
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Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

I • 12 Month Guarantee 

I • All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

I • Washable Blinds Available 
I • Friendly, Personal Service 
I • Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 

153 CASTLE ROAD WEST. OLDBURY B68 OEL 
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© GNG NURSERY 

Treble Award Winning Nursery! 

We cater for children aged 3 months to 5 years old. 



What we offer: 

High Quality Childcare 

A Stimulating Educational Curriculum 

Qualified and Experienced Staff 

Up to 15 hours Free Childcare for 2, 3 & 4 year olds. 

Brand New Indoor and Outdoor facilities 

Healthy and Nutritious vegetarian meals 

Regular Informative Parents Meetings 

Free choice of play and learning activities 

Safe and Caring surroundings 


Achievements & Awards 

Business Development 2014 award - by Nursery World 
Day Nursery 2014 award - by Sandwell MBC 
Outstanding outcome - by Ofsted 
Rated 5* on the Environmental Health Inspec 


O’ 


NDNA 


Address: GNG Nursery Trinity Point, Trinity Street, Smethwick. B67 7AA 
Opening hours: Monday-Friday: 8.00am - 6.00pm 


I3escat Sunday Market 

BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKET IN THE MIDLANDS 
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Attractions: Half Price Meat Auctions 
& All your favourite Market Traders! 
Fun starts at 9am 

BANKS’S STADIUM 

Walsall FC WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 

07889 975701 

All hard standing 


doisanswerthe 

M winning , all you haV ^ e ° coU pon on the 

to »>" «* 

8 would i ,Ke 1 K 9 

, under New Management. 

. r174 , 

z . W ichtownisRock berendsltl 8 l 74 . 

3iW hosefreeqnotepW tf£7 

4 . Wh ere can you 9 ^ ^ Award Winners^ 

ft omaaitf C 




R 

For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic ovens, cookers, 
traditional stoves, hobs, extractors and microwaves 

CaH cm {vm ffiZZ fwte 

Tel: 01384 393168 Mobile Anytime: 07713163060 



18 Rowley Village, 
Rowley Regis B65 9AT 

(Next to Britannia Park) 

Tel: 0121 559 3415 


Charity Day 


Bank Holiday Saturday 27th August 


In support of ‘2 
» Breast Cancer Care ^ 





FREE DELIVERY TO ALL LOCAL AREAS 
Cookers, Fridges and Washers at affordable prices 
AH major brands available 


Gas, 

Electrical 
and Washer 
Fittings from 




Call Now 
For Details 



I r 


l> 14 Rood End Road, 

LANGLEY Oldbury B68 8SH 

LTO 07512 977978 


FOR THE KIDS 

1pm-4pm Kids Party 
Tickets £3 each or 2 for £5 
Includes food, Bouncy 
Castle, Disco & Games 


ADULTS ONLY 

Annie Fanny (Drag Artist) 
Male Stripper 18 
Tickets £3 each or 2 for £5 
(Pay more on the door!) 


SPECIAL OFFER 


2 Carverys £7.00 


Monday & Tuesday Only 
12 noon - 2.30pm 
5pm - 7pm 

This advert must be presented to receive the offer. 
No photocopies will be accepted. Valid until 31.8.16 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



Over 50 years of 
experience serving the 
people of Smethwick, 




Trinity 

FUNERAL 
SERVICES LTD 

UlC Black Country Holy Trinity Church, Church Hill St, 
,, , Smethwick B67 7AH. 

aild bCyOlld, Telephone 0121 558 3242 

www.trinityfunerals.co.uk 




































































UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


Bespoke cake makers and cake supplies 

• Celebration cakes from £35 

• Wedding cakes from £199 

• Edible A4 icing sheets 

• Cake schools 

New Opening Times Mon-Sat 9-5pm 
Late Night Thursdays I Open until 7pm 

62 Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LS 1 0121 559 8999 

Mobile: 0772 075 8172 I www.thecakecompanyuk.co.uk 



Kidz. 2o«e 5u»**wer Holiday Cat*p 


Week 1 25th July - 29th July 
Week 2 1st August - 5th August 
Week 3 8th August - 12th August 
Week 4 15th August - 19th August 
Week 5 22nd August - 26th August 
Week 6 30th August - 2nd September 




We have another action packed 6-week holiday 
camp at Kidz Zone throughout the summer holidays. 
Children can take part in a wide varierty of activities 
including over 30 sports, art, dance, drama and cooking 
activities. We have some exciting trips planned each 
week at an additional cost. To attend the trips children 
must attend for at least three days of that week. Hot 
_dinners are available at just £2 each_ 


8:30 till 3:30 - £15 per day or £60 per week 
8:00 till 5:30 - £20 per dav or £80 per week 


To book your child a place call Angela on 
0121 552 2006 or email 
kidzzone@completekidz.co.uk 
We are asking for a £5 deposit per child 
per week to secure your place* 

Complete Kidz, Unit 2 and 3 Elm Court, 
Crystal Drive, Smethwick, B661RB 
www.completekidz.co.uk 


•kidz 

Zones' 

4 imumt 



Visit: www.dancerssuithire.co.uk 
Email: D ANCERSLTD@gmail. com 

Call: 0121 550 1237 
Fax: 0121 585 5739 


Central Buildings, Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen B63 3AR 


LOCAL 
MUSIC 
SHOP 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
REPAIRS LESSONS 
. 1000’S OF MUSIC BOOKS 

WE BUY AND SELL GUITARS 

Tel: 0121 439 9662 


Rockstarguitar.co.uk 
28 Oldbury Road, 
Blackheath B65 OJN } 

(by Wilko’s Carpark) f 

www.rockstarguitar.co.uk 



TEL 31384 565300 *u**««» 
D3B4 567752 
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Co our Zone 

Interior & exterior painting and decorating 


• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


SWIFT LANDSCAPES 

> PATIO* > UAAl>tN CLEARANCE 

> BLOCK PAVING > FENCING 
> BRICKWORK > OCCKJNG 
> DRIVEWAYS > fUBFINti 

0121 602 5943 / 07818 119 453 


Maple Leaf Fencing & Landscaping 

DECKING, SLABBING, FENCING, 

WALLS,TURFING, PERGOLA'S 

All size gates made to measure. 

For every aspect of your gardening needs, give me a ring any time 
7 days a week for FREE estimates and great ideas. 

Over 35 years'experience 

Call Graeme on 0121 291 8528 
07739 580558 


HERITAGE 

BUILDERS^H 
MERCHANTS LTD 



Tel: 01384 412745 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands. B64 5AJ 


PLASTERBOARD. 

8x4 sheet 

6x3 sheer 

Multi finish 

Scrim tape 

Beads 

AGGREGATES 

Bulk bag building sand 

Bulk bag sharp sand 

Bulk bag ballast 

Bulk bag Hardcore 

Concrete Blocks 

TIMBER 

7x2 

6x2 

CLS 4x2 (3m) 

CLS 3x2 (3m) 

THIS WEEK ONLY 

BULK BAG TOP QUALITY 

SCREEDED TOPSOIL.£30.00 

6x6 fence panels fr.£16.00 

THERMAL 
BLOCKS IN 
STOCK 

THIS WEEK ONLY ! 

CEMENT JUST 
£2.70 PER BAG ! 

“POP DOWN TO 

SEE US OR CALL 

FOR PRICES” 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, 
sand, hardcore, cement blocks, 
timber, plasterboard, golden gravel 
chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle... 



Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 

• Free Quotes 

• Free Local Delivery 
Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen 
Call: 0121 561 4607 


Jubilee Fireplaces Ltd 



No obligation quotation. 

Visit our showroom now. 

We offer a complete expert fitting service 

FREE PARKING 

0121 557 3111 

J “ 1 Jubilee Fireplaces Ltd., High Street, 

JP* Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 

. M . www.jubileefires.co.uk 


MHONKaf 


-J 00 00 El 

Everything for 
^ home brewing 
and Winemaking 

27 HIGH STREET, CRADLEY HEATH (opposite TESCof 

01384 620238 WWW.BREWMONKEY.CO.il 


urn 
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20 Out & About 



The cruise took in several beautiful unspoilt islands The various excursions proved to be great value Taking in some of the breathtaking island views 


Fred’s promise of 
enjoyment fulfilled 


BROWSING through the Fred 
Olsen brochure I was intrigued 
to read of “Fred’s enjoyment 
promise”, an offer made to new 
guests. 

My interest was captured when I 
saw the cruise itinerary on Balmoral 
including visits to the islands of the 
Azores, Cape Verdes, Canaries and 
Madeira, which made it easy to book. 

Three days sailing on calm waters under 
blue skies to our first destination gave us 
the opportunity to relax and familiarise 
ourselves with the ship, it was apparent she 
was a refined vessel with amenities to suit 
all. We were impressed with presentations 
given on the ship’s excursions, and booked a 
series, which proved to be great value. 

First port in the Azores was the island of 
Terceira, our tour took us through beautiful 
countryside reminiscent of our own. On a 
narrow road we stopped as a herd of cows 
refused to let us pass. I was fascinated when 
the herdsman shouted one word which saw 
them form a straight line for us to continue, 
if only our grandsons would react to a one 
word request! 

The highlight was the World Heritage 
Site, the small town of Angra with an array 
of colourful Portuguese architecture and 
cobbled streets reflected a timeless place; in 
the centre a botanical garden adds to the 
charm. 

Next the island of Sao Miguel, weaving 
our way through lush countryside, ablaze 
with hedges of hydrangeas and exotic 
shrubs, we reached the highest point called 
Sete Cidades a former volcano which crum¬ 
bled quarter of a million years ago, natures 
natural development provided surround¬ 
ings including forests, dales and pastures. 

In the centre are two adjoining lakes 
unique in the fact that one is blue the other 
green. We stood for half an hour marvelling 
at nature’s best. 

We left the Azores with fond memories 
of islands unspoilt, with landscapes breath- 
takingly beautiful. As Balmoral seemed to 
glide across the Atlantic to the Cape Verde 


HOLIDAYS 


By Chris Hutchinson 


islands off the coast of Africa, there was 
much excitement from fellow passengers as 
a school of whales passed by at close range. 

Arriving on the island of Sao Vincent our 
tour’s first stop was the fish market, ladies 
dressed in colours straight from the rain¬ 
bow robustly bargaining their exotic fish, 
creating an exciting atmosphere, then we 
moved to the African market where quality 
goods were sold at keen prices. Arriving at 
Cat Fish Bay nestling between the Green 
Mountain and turquoise sea we were enter¬ 
tained by local musicians playing traditional 
African / Brazilian music, accompanied by 
dancers whose routine reflected slave war¬ 
riors preparing to retaliate against slave 
traders. Local wine, beer and tasty delights 
were served, I could have watched and lis¬ 
tened all day. 

The next island Santiago, journeying into 
the country brought us to Cidade Elvha 
once a slave colony, this small village lies 
between two rocky gorges surrounded by 
tropical trees, bushes and exotic plants. 
Here a small church built in 1495 was vis¬ 
ited by the great explorers Vasco da Gama 
and Christopher Columbus. 

During sunny sailing days to the Canary 
Islands, I spotted turtles bobbing alongside 
Balmoral’s wake. We were thoroughly en¬ 
joying life on board, with a variety of things 
to do, or relax with a good book. 

Tenerife was next, a must to visit is the 
inland village of Icod de Los Vinos with 
Mount Tiede as its backdrop. 

Then it was the smaller island of La 
Palma, where we walked through the en¬ 
chanted Laurisilva Forest, sampling local 
olives, cheeses and wine. 

Sailing out of Madeira, our final island 
visit, Balmoral was joined by a group of 
dolphins bidding us farewell, a fitting way 
to end a cruise leaving us with indelible 
memories. 

Was “Fred’s enjoyment promise” kept? It 
certainly was. 



Something new to discover on every stop as the Balmoral continued its cruise 


Pottering around and discovering a whole new world 



The Lakeside Hotel & Spa near Newby Bridge 


IT was just over 100 years ago the 
world-famous author Beatrix Potter 
sought a hide-out from the smoke of 
London. 

Today, 150 years since the author’s 
birth this area of the Lake District is as 
untouched, angelic and brilliant as the 
legacy from her series of books. 

It is a three hour drive from the Mid¬ 
lands and it felt like a new world as I 
turned off the M6 at Kendal. 

The roads are quiet, surrounded by 
hills and forest, and there is freshness 
in the air as I get out of my car at the 
splendid Lakeside Hotel & Spa, only a 
mile from Newby Bridge. 

My first stop of the two-day break is 
Hill Top, Beatrix Potter’s paradise. My 
trip is to coincide with the 150th anni¬ 


versary of Beatrix’s birth. The small 
working farm, run by National Trust, is 
filled with mementoes, antiques, furni¬ 
ture left by Beatrix following her death. 
It is now an inspiring museum, providing 
a glimpse of an early 20th century work¬ 
ing farm. 

After two hours exploring I get back 
in the car and take the short trip to Tarn 
Hows - a stunning circular walk with 
majestic mountain views over the region. 
The exercise provides the perfect excuse 
for a bite to eat, and I head to the vil¬ 
lage of Hawkshead, a village untouched 
by time. 

Arriving back at the Lakeside Hotel, 
I visit the Lakes Aquarium. It features 
all sorts of incredible creatures and has a 
fascinating otter show on when I arrive. 


Next I board the Windermere Lake 
Cruise, taking me to several miles up 
the lake to Bowness, which is the stop 
off point for Windermere - an old resort 
which has grown since the opening of the 
nearby railway in 1847. 

Back at the hotel for dinner, The Lak- 
eview Restaurant is first class. I order 
smoked salmon for starters - probably 
the best I have ever had. 

Then for main course, I enjoy the 
Herdwick lamb shoulder, served with 
garden peas, chilli and mint. It is all sub¬ 
lime. 

What a place to wind down and find 
simplicity and nature. 

No wonder Beatrix rocked up here all 
those years ago. 

By Alex Ross 


Get Baku to 
expanding 
city with 
rich history 
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Baku has a number of world class hotels 

Spotlight on Baku 

Currency: Azerbaijani New Manat 

Brief overview: Described as being the architec¬ 
tural love child of Paris and Dubai, few cities in the 
world are developing as quickly as the Azerbaijan 
capital. Baku is where east meets west, where Europe 
meets Asia. The city’s rich history is prominent in Icari 
Sahar, its Unesco-listed Old City, which lies within an 
exotically crenelated arc of fortress walls. Tree-lined 
boulevards and exclusive boutiques lie in its hinter¬ 
land. The city has Soviet 
heritage though a number of 
tatty old apartment blocks 
have been torn down and 
replaced by jaw-droppingly 
modern masterpieces that 
out-do Dubai. The city boasts 
numerous wooded parks and 
has an idyllic Capsian-front 
promenade. Baku is increas¬ 
ingly prominent in the world 
of sport and last year hosted 
the European Games while 
earlier this year it staged its 
first FI Grand Prix. 

Where to stay: Baku has 
a number of money-no-object 
world class hotels, including the Fairmont Baku, Four 
Seasons Hotel Baku and JW Marriott Hotel Absheron 
Baku. Others are hot on their heels and offer similarly 
high standards of accommodation and service, includ¬ 
ing the Jumeirah Bilgah Beach Hotel and the Kempin- 
ski Hotel Badamdar Baku. 

Baku doesn’t have much of a hostel culture, so bar¬ 
gains are harder to come by. There are a couple of back¬ 
packer bunk rooms in private apartments and a few 
budget hotels offering beds in shared rooms, but the 
city tends to specialise in pricier hotels with friendly, 
well-meaning service. 

What to do: Baku has numerous points of interest, 
including Maiden Tower, where visitors can enjoy bal¬ 
let, wine, history and art. Other popular destinations 
include Palace of the Shirvanshahs, Heydar Aliyev 
Centre, Azerbaijan Carpet Museum, Baku Museum of 
Modern Art, Bibi-Heybat Mosque, Bay of Baku, Nizami 
Museum of Azerbaijani Literature, Fountains Square, 
National Art Museum, Taza Pir Mosque and Azeri TV 
Tower. Baku is an eclectic post-Soviet city on the Cas¬ 
pian Sea with intriguing oddities that will have even 
the most world-weary of travellers tapping their toes 
in glee. 

Where to eat/drink: Azerbaijan’s national bever¬ 
age is black tea and the city has brilliant raw vegeta¬ 
bles and herbs. 

Motal pendiri is a popular white cheese while pome¬ 
granate salad is widely eaten. Lamb sadj is a popular 
dish and fisinjan - meat in a sweet, dark sauce made 
from plums, walnuts and pomegranate molasses - is 
served with pilaf rice. 

How to get there: Expect to get flight deals for 
around £200/£250 from London airports for the five- 
and-a-half hour flight. 
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Guys and Dolls are here 


Sing all about it 

See Page 23 





y 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


w 



PJVB *+ c 

F #ia 

nr^ JH ^4 ’ 

A * v> 

bd®c - 






For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 





travelstyletours.co.uk 


HALF BOARD ACCOMMODATION 
Ticket included 


• LION KING* ALADDIN 

• DIRTY DANCING IN BLACKPOOL 

• ALADDIN • MATILDA 

• JERSEY BOYS. FUNNY GIRL 

• DANIEL O'DONNELL IN BOURNEMOUTH 

• CHICAGO THE MUSICAL b CHESTER 

• CHARLIE b CHOC FACTORY • KINKY BOOTS 

• MOTOWN .WICKED 

• SUNNY AFTERNOON • PHANTOM 

• LESMISERABLES 

• ALADDIN .LION KING 

• THE WIND AND THE WILLOWS IN SALFORD 

• MATILDA • JERSEY BOYS _ 


LONGLEAT SAFARI 
Jungle Cruise b Bath 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission to Safari Park, Jungle Cruise, African 
Village, Longleat House & more plus visit to Bath 



5 DAYS from £199.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Britannia Hotel, Woolsington 
• Includes visits to Bamburgh, Seahouses & Holy Island, 
Berwick on Tweed and Cheviot Hills 


WARNER STUDIO TOUR 
Making of Harry Potter 


2 DAYS £119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission included plus visits to Science & 
Natural History Museums 



5 DAYS FROM £189.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Adelphi Hotel 
• Includes Beatles Tour & Cavern Club, Mersey 
River Cruise & Visit to Chester 




4/5 DAYS FROM £179.95 

3/4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Seascape/Bancourt Hotel 
• Admission included to Eden Project 


5 DAYS FROM £199.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Adamton House Hotel 
• Isle of Arran tour & Loch Lomond Cruise 


_ _ “^ERN'CTVT 

2 DAYS from £89.95 halfboard 

■ See Flying Scotsman in steam at Shildon (Jul) 
Severn Valley Steam Gala (Sep). All dates 
include steam train ride on a Vintage Locomotive 


5 DAYS £179.95 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Scarisbrick Hotel, Southport 
• Includes visits to Keswick, Kendal Market, Morecambe, 
Arnside plus Severn Lakes Circular Tour 


m m 


5 DAYS FROM £199.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Trecarn Hotel 
• Includes South Devon steam train ride & River Dart 
cruise, plus an afternoon Devon cream tea 



OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Includes admission to Yorkshire Wildlife Park, home 
of UK's only Polar Bears & The Deep Kingdom of Ice! 


Explore more: Lake Garda, Austria, Costa Brava, Ostend, Amsterdam, Disneyland, Paris, Ireland from £189.95 
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Listings for July 15-21 



EXPF^BS & 

TICKET SUPPLEMENT 


EVERY FRIDAY 


Want to know how to spend your 
time out? There is only one place to 
look - the weekly Ticket supplement 
in the Express & Star. 

The Ticket gives you all the top 
showbiz interviews, latest film 
reviews and in-depth previews for the 
region’s entertainment scene. 


TO ADVERTISE 

HERE 

PLEASE CALL 




Daniel Eccles on 


01384 353227 





^SAgPWEU 


m-msnmMimmsi 

Situated off the A457 Dudley Road 
Follow signs for Homebase 

Sellers can arrive on site from 6.00am 
trading at 2.00pm 


£5 P er car - £10 P er van 


Hard standing ground, FREE public parking 

Everyone welcome 

Poscode B69 3D A 

For more information please call 

07471037138 


Friday 22nd July 

£5 on the door 


GOTTHE 
T-SHIRT 

LIVE AT BRIERLEY 
HILL CIVIC HALL 


01384 573381 

www.bhillcivic.co.uk 


Rufus 

Wainwright 



Friday, 7pm 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
The genre-bending singer-songwriter 
covers favourites from his back cata¬ 
logue along with highlights from his re¬ 
cent Take All My Love: 9 Shakespeare 
Sonnets album. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Walter 

Trout 



Wednesday, 8pm 
Robin 2, Bilston 
Following recovery from a liver trans¬ 
plant, the award-winning American 
blues guitarist, formerly of Canned 
Heat, has just released his Alive in 
Amsterdam album. 

Visit www.therobin.co.uk 


Ocean 

Colour Scene 



Friday & Saturday, 3.30pm 
Moseley Park, B’ham 
Homecoming gig for the mod rockers 
with support from The Twang, Rever¬ 
end and the Makers, The Sherlocks 
and Blast Off DJs. Saturday sold out. 
Visit www.moseleyfolk.co.uk/tickets/ 
ocean-colour-scene 


Sarah 

Millican 



Saturday & Sunday, 8pm 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
The South Shields comedian brings 
her new show, Outsider, for two nights 
at this venue before returning on 
August 29. Be warned, she’s very rude 
(but always polite). 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


POP 

Pop Chorus Annual Show 2016 

Sun at 7pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Quantic: 1000 Watts Tour 

Tonight at 7pm - 10pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Russell Watson: Songs From 
The Heart 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Rufus Wainwright 

Tonight at 7pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

ROCK & 

METAL 

Catapult Club Feat. Xilla 

Tomorrow at 6pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Ginger Wildheart 

Tue at 7pm, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Who’s Who: The Who Tribute 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Hayseed Dixie 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Jean Genie: David Bowie Tribute 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, 

Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Basement 

Tonight at 7pm, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

David Hamilton’s Rock N Roll 
Back The Years 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, 

Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Sun Kil Moon 

Tue at 7.30pm -11pm, 

The Glee Club, 

Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 


The Stones: Rolling Stones 
Tribute 

Tomorrow at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Quill 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Raging Speedhorn 

Wed at 7pm -11pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

The David Cross Band 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, 

Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

JAZZ. BLUES. SOUL 

FUNK & MOTOWN 

Justin Thurgur’s 
Afro-Jazz Sextet 

Tonight at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

The Drifters 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, 

WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Sentimental Journey Of Jazz 

Sun at 6pm - 7pm, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Walter Trout 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, 

Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Joyce Moholoagae 

Wed at 7.30pm -11 pm, 
mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

Tinariwen 

Tue at 8.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

R’N’B. HIP HOP 

RAP & REGGAE 

The Piragons: John Holt Tribute 

Tonight, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 


CLASSICAL 

CBSO Community 
Choir Showcase 

Tomorrow at 7pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Services For Education - Music 
Service Gala Concerts 2016 

Mon at 7pm, Tue at 7pm, Wed at 
7pm, Thu at 7pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

FESTIVALS 

Birmingham And Solihull 
International Jazz And 
Blues Festival 

Tonight, 

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Birmingham Jazz 
JQ Legends Festival 

Tomorrow, 

Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 

CLUBBING 

The Drum & Bass 
Summer Convention 2016 

Tomorrow at 10pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Propaganda 

Tonight - tomorrow at 10.30pm - 
1.30am, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

COMEDY 

Thursday Night 
Comedy Carousel 

Thu at 8pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Yeti’s Demon Dive Bar 

Tue at 8pm, Wed at 8pm, 
mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

The Best In Live 
Stand-up Comedy 

Tonight at 8.15pm, tomorrow at 
8.15pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

EdinBrum Previews: 

Jollyboat & Gavin Webster 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Ken Dodd: The Happiness Show 

Tomorrow at 7pm, Sun at 7pm, 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. Call 01743 281281 


Sarah Millican: Outsider 

Tomorrow at 8pm - 10pm, Sun at 
8pm - 10pm, £25 - £26 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 


THEATRE 

Sasha Regan’s All Male HMS 
Pinafore 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 2.30pm, 7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Dogfight 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Much Ado About Nothing 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 
mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Doreen’s Grand Night Out 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Once Upon A Time: Dance 
Connection 

Sun at 2pm, 6pm, 

Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6ER 

Call 01952 382382 

The Musicals: TACT 

Tonight at 7.30pm, tomorrow at 
7.30pm, 

Oakengates Theatre, 

Telford, 

TF2 6EP 

Call 01952 382382 

Elmhurst Dance School 

Tonight at 7pm, Tomorrow at 
2pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Macbeth 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Les Miserables: School Edition: 
Get Your Wigle On 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow 
at 1pm, 6.30pm, Sun at 1pm, 
6.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, 

Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Forever In Blue Jeans 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

The Chris And Pui Show 

Tomorrow at 11am, 2pm, 
Lichfield Garrick, 

WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 


Guys And Dolls 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Thu at 2.30pm, 

7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 573320 

Showstopper! The Improvised 
Musical 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Mamma Mia! 

Tonight at 7.30pm - 10pm, Tomor¬ 
row at 2.30pm - 5.30pm, Mon at 
7.30pm - 10pm, Tue at 7.30pm 
-10pm, Wed at 2.30pm - 5.30pm, 
7.30pm - 10pm, Thu at 7.30pm - 
10pm, £28-£60 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

GALLERIES & 

EXHIBITIONS 

Antiques For 
Everyone Summer Fair 

Thu at 11am - 5pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, B40 1NT. 
Call 0121 780 4141 

Land, Sea And Air 

Tomorrow at 10am - 5pm, Sun at 
12pm - 4pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, 
Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am 

- 5pm, 

The New Art Gallery Walsall, 

WS2 8LG. Call 01922 654400 

Ruth Claxton Exhibition 

Tomorrow at 10am - 5pm, Sun at 
12pm - 4pm, 

The New Art Gallery Walsall, 

WS2 8LG. Call 01922 654400 

Kan Xuan 

Tomorrow at 11 am - 5pm, Sun at 
11 am - 5pm, Tue at 11 am - 5pm, 
Wed at 11 am - 5pm, Thu at 11 am 

- 5pm, 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 
Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

Jesse Bruton 

Tomorrow at 11 am - 5pm, Sun at 
11 am - 5pm, Tue at 11 am - 5pm, 
Wed at 11 am - 5pm, Thu at 11 am 

- 5pm, 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 
Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

All The World’s A Stage 

Tomorrow at 11 am - 5pm, Sun at 
11 am - 5pm, Mon at 10am - 5pm, 
Tue at 10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am 

- 5pm, Thu at 10am - 5pm, 

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Inspire 16: The Young 
Creatives Of Birmingham 

Sun at 10am - 5pm, Mon at 10am 

- 5pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, Wed at 
10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am - 5pm, 
Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Guys and Dolls? 
That’s just Grand 



Sit Down You’re Rockin’ The Boat - Guys and Dolls is coming to Wolverhampton photo by Johan Persson 


A MUCH-LOVED show that is cur¬ 
rently taking London’s West End by 
storm is coming to Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre 

London’s hit revival of Guys and 
Dolls has Hollywood star Rebel Wil¬ 
son as nightclub singer Miss Adelaide 
but the touring production doesn’t 
lack West End quality, with Wicked 
star Louise Dearman - who uniquely 
has played both Elphaba and Glinda 
in that hit show - in the starring role. 

Burrrows, Swerling and Loesser’s 
sizzling New York tale of gamblers, 


gangsters and nightclub singers fea¬ 
tures some of Broadway’s greatest 
show-stopping tunes. These include 
Luck Be a Lady, Sit Down You’re 
Rockin’ the Boat and My Time of Day. 

This revival also benefits from 
dazzling choreography by world-re¬ 
nowned Cuban ballet star Carlos 
Acosta with top choreographer An¬ 
drew Wright 

Richard Fleeshman, known to 
thousands of soap fans as Corona¬ 
tion Street’s Craig Harris plays Sky 
Masterson and is a West End favour¬ 


ite after starring opposite Sheridan 
Smith in Legally Blonde. 

Movie, TV and stage star Maxwell 
Caulfield plays Nathan Detroit. Max¬ 
well’s film credits include Grease 2, 
The Colbys, Chicago in London and 
Singin’ in the Rain during its the 
UK tour. Anna O’Byrne plays Sarah 
Brown and her previous credits in¬ 
clude The Phantom Of The Opera 
and Love Never Dies. 

Tickets are sale online at grandthe- 
atre.co.uk or can be purchased by call¬ 
ing the box office on 01902 429212. 



I don’t take 
myself too 
seriously’ 


■From Basra to 
Brierley Hill 

PAUL Tonkinson may be a self-proclaimed ‘professional north¬ 
erner’ living in London but it’s in the Midlands where he really 
feels at home. 

“It’s always been one of my favourite places to gig,” he says. “I 
just seem to get on there, the crowd always seem really relaxed. 
They don’t take themselves too seriously, which I like, because I 
don’t take myself too seriously either.” 

The 46-year-old from Scarborough says he is looking forward 
to taking the stage at Brierley Hill Civic Hall on Saturday night, 
appearing alongside Doc Brown and The Fizzogs for the first in¬ 
stalment of Live At The Civic, a new comedy night featuring TV 
names alongside top local talent. 

Some 500 tickets have already been sold for the gig, not that it 
will faze Tonkinson, who supported Michael McIntyre on his re¬ 
cord-breaking 50-date Happy and Glorious arena tour. McIntyre 
hand-picked the award-winning comic, a two-time winner of Time 
Out Comedian of the Year who also briefly co-presented Channel 
4’s The Big Breakfast. 

The arenas were a far cry from the makeshift stages in war- 
torn Afghanistan and Iraq, where Tonkinson has been a regular 
visitor to entertain the troops. “It’s scary sometimes but the gigs 
over there are fantastic,” he says. “I did some gigs in Basra at the 
height of the mortar attacks. You would be on stage and everyone 
would hear a noise and throw themselves to the ground, myself 
included. Then you would just get up and carry on with your set.” 

Tickets on 0870 320 7000 or www.bhillcivic.co.uk/whats-on/ 
comedy 


Summer in the city 
means all that jazz 

THE 32nd Birmingham & Soli¬ 
hull Jazz & Blues Festival starts 
tomorrow (Friday), offering 
more than 200 peformances in 
some 90 venues in ten days - 
and the vast majority of the gigs 
are free. 

The best of homegrown jazz 
talent will rub shoulders with 
acts from the USA and Canada, 
India and across Europe from 
Spain to Lithuania. 

There will also be dance and 
music workshops, exhibitions 
and plenty of chances to meet 
the musicians. 

For details see www.birming 
hamjazzfestival.com, see the 
festival’s Facebook page or call 
0121 454 7020. 


Pop chorus put new 
twist on chart hits 

FROM The Beatles to Boyzone 
and ELO to Oily Murs, the 190 
adults and children of Solihull 
Pop Chorus are set to raise the 
roof at Birmingham Town Hall 
on Sunday at 7pm. They will 
be performing their uplifting 
versions of some best-loved pop 
classics in their annual show. 

Created in 2013 by choir di¬ 
rector Anya Small, Solihull Pop 
Chorus brings together amateur 
singers ranging in age from six 
to 70, many of whom had never 
sung in public before - and the 
result is magical. The choir is 
now in high demand. 

Tickets cost £17. See www. 
thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 
3333. 


Ruthie sings songs 
from the top shows 

WEST End star Ruthie Hen- 
shall is the special guest in song 
and dance show That’s Enter¬ 
tainment at Birmingham’s New 
Alexandra Theatre from Tues¬ 
day to Saturday, July 23. 

The Olivier Award winning 
actress and musical theatre 
star, who had major roles in 
Crazy For You, Chicago and 
most recently Billy Elliot the 
Musical, will be joining the cele¬ 
bration of show tunes from the 
1930s, 40s and 50s. It features 
such songs as That’s Entertain¬ 
ment, Puttin’ On The Ritz and 
There is Nothing like a Dame, 
and there is also a knees-up 
tribute to London’s Pearly 
Kings and Queens. 



THUR 14/07/2016 SUN 17/07/2016 
STARMAKERS STARMAKERS 

KARAOKE KARAOKE 

FRI 15/07/2016 

JENNY M0N 18/07/2016 

WHITTINGHAM BENS 

SAT 16/07/2016 KARAOKE 

QUEEN TRIBUTE DUO & DISCO 


TUE 19/07/2016 


PREDATORS 


KARAOKE 


WED 20/07/2016 


MITE 


THUR 21/07/2016 




m 


STARMAKERS 




KARAOKE 


SUNDAY 

CARVERY 


DAILY CARVERY 

(oTiiy/ 


We also serve 

GREAT a 
STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS 


£ 3.45 

i jmm 




FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 
LIVE MUSIC 
FOOD AND DRINK 
DAILY ACTIVITIES 
BEACH WALKING 
FORAGING 
LOCAL AREA TOURS 
LOCAL HISTORY TALKS 


TREMADOG 

PORTMADOG 

PORT MERION 


HARLECH 
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SATURDAY’S TV JULY 16 


CHOICE 



Chloe Howman 


Casualty 
(BBC1, 9.25pm) 

Rita receives a frosty reception 
from her colleagues after her 
lies to lain were revealed, but 
everyone must put aside their 
animosity when a pair of love- 
rivals are admitted to the ED 
after a scuffle at a hotel leaves 
them both impaled on the same 
spike. Meanwhile, Jez is so busy 
showing off that he forgets to fill 
the ambulance with petrol, 
Connie considers telling Grace 
about her relationship with 
Jacob, and Robyn is devastated 
following her break-up with 
Glen. Chloe Howman, Michael 
Stevenson, Derek Thompson, 
Jaye Griffiths, Amanda Mealing 
and Charles Venn star. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry’s Absolute 
Favourites. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 
Athletics: Diamond League Highlights. 

2.15 Jessica Ennis-Hill — A Coach’s 
Story. 2.45 Live Davis Cup Tennis. Serbia 
v Great Britain. 5.45 BBC News. 5.55 
Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Ruth 
Badger, Solomon Akhtar, Carl 
Fogarty, Jimmy Bullard, Craig 
Phillips, Nikki Grahame, Jamie 
Laing and Alex Mytton compete in 
a reality TV-themed edition of the 
quiz show. (R) 

6.50 The Getaway Car. Five more duos 
hit the track in South Africa this 
week, including a retired husband- 
and-wife from Somerset, a pair of 
chatty sisters from Ulster and all¬ 
singing friends from Kent. 

7.40 The National Lottery: In It to Win 
It. Quiz show in which five 
contestants answer questions to 
scoop a big cash prize. Includes 
the Lotto and Thunderball draws. 
Last in the series. 

8.30 The Musketeers. The heroes’ 
pursuit of Grimaud leads them to a 
battle-scarred village inhabited 
solely by women, where they 
struggle to win the trust of the 
community’s cunning leader, who 
seems to be hiding something 
from them. When the town is 
attacked by a band of war 
deserters, the Musketeers must 
persuade the women to let them 
help in fighting back, only to 
uncover the dark secret at the 
heart of the village’s history. 
Meanwhile, at the Louvre, Anne 
makes a bold confession to secure 
her son’s future. Guest starring 
Meera Syal. 

9.25 Casualty. Rita receives a frosty 
reception from her colleagues, 
while Jez forgets to fill the 
ambulance with petrol. Robyn is 
gutted after her break-up with 
Glen. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.35 Film: Pirates of the Caribbean: 
Dead Man’s Chest. (2006) 

Captain Jack Sparrow battles to 
save his soul from the legendary 
Davy Jones and his fearsome sea 
monster. Swashbuckling 
adventure sequel, starring Johnny 
Depp and Orlando Bloom. 

12.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.00 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 The Women’s Football Show. (R) 
6.35 Film: Once Upon a Honeymoon. 
(1942) 8.25 Film: Ivanhoe. (1952) 10.10 
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 11.10 
Natural World - Snow Monkeys. (R) 

12.00 The Hairy Bikers’ Northern 
Exposure. (R) 1.00 Film: The Caine 
Mutiny. (1954) Second World War naval 
drama, starring Humphrey Bogart. 3.00 
Coast. (R) 4.00 Escape to the Country. 
(R) 4.45 Flog It! (R) 5.45 Live Davis Cup 
Tennis. Serbia v Great Britain. 

7.00 Gardeners’ World. Monty Don 
demonstrates that it is not too late 
to starting growing vegetables and 
explains which types can be sown 
now, before sinking plants in pots 
into the borders of the Spring 
Garden. Plus, a hosta National 
Collection holder shares the 
secrets of his propagating 
success, and Rachel de Thame 
visits theatre impresario Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh’s garden. 

(R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army. Wilson allows the 
vicar and the verger to enlist in the 
Home Guard while Mainwaring is 
in hospital, but their over- 
enthusiastic approach to man- 
management brings the wrath of 
Warden Hodges down upon the 
platoon. Comedy, first shown in 

1973, starring Arthur Lowe, John 
Le Mesurierand Bill Pertwee. (R) 
8.00 Golf: The Open Championship. 
Hazel Irvine presents highlights of 
the third day of the prestigious 
event, which takes place at Royal 
Troon Golf Club in Ayrshire. The 
biggest story of the third round 
last year at St Andrews was surely 
Irish amateur Paul Dunne’s rise to 
a share of first place following a 
fine six-under-par round of 66. He 
was in illustrious company at the 
top of the leaderboard alongside 
PGA Championship title-holder 
Jason Day and the 2010 victor in 
this tournament, Louis 
Oosthuizen, while Jordan Spieth 
was just one stroke behind. 

10.00 The Rack Pack. Comedy drama 
based on the glory days of 
professional snooker in the 1980s 
and the rivalry between Alex 
“Hurricane” Higgins and Steve 
Davis. Luke Treadaway and Will 
Merrick star. 

11.30 Film: Youth in Revolt. (2009) 
Comedy, starring Michael Cera 
and Portia Doubleday. 

12.55 Film: Repo Chick. (2009) 2.20 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Sooty. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.35 Thunderbirds Are Go. 
(R) 8.00 Ninjago: Rise of the Snakes. (R) 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.20 Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 11.20 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 12.20 ITV News; Weather. 

12.25 The Wine Show. 1.30 Big Box 
Little Box. (R) 2.00 Doc Martin. (R) 3.00 
The Chase. (R) 4.00 Midsomer Murders. 
(R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates another selection of 
comical mishaps filmed by 
viewers, including an unusual take 
on Ninja Warrior UK, a preview of 
what Ant and Dec might look like 
in their sixties, and a fine example 
of why riding a bicycle is not the 
best time to take a selfie. Plus, a 
family is soaked by what appears 
to be an exploding colon. (R) 

7.00 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show, asking three 
contestants to “see it and say it” as 
they try to guess the familiar 
phrases hidden in animated clues. 
After the first elimination, the two 
remaining players battle to reach 
the Super Catchphrase round, 
where one of them could win 
£50,000. 

7.45 Film: The Hobbit: The Desolation 
of Smaug. (2013) Premiere. The 
party of dwarves and their hobbit 
ally continue the quest to reclaim 
their lost kingdom, journeying 
through the forest home of 
ancestral enemy the elves and 
finally facing the dragon that drove 
them from their home. Meanwhile, 
Gandalf the wizard investigates the 
rise of a mysterious dark power. 
Part two of Peter Jackson’s fantasy 
adventure trilogy based on JRR 
Tolkien’s novel, starring Martin 
Freeman, Ian McKellen, Richard 
Armitage and Orlando Bloom. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: Carry On Up the Jungle. 

(1970) A Victorian explorer recalls 
his expedition to tropical Africa in 
search of a rare bird, where he 
discovered an all-female tribe. 
Comedy, starring Sid James and 
Frankie Howerd. 

12.45 Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 
3.00 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 Motor 
Sport: British GT. 7.00 Gillette World 
Sport. 7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 7.55 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.25 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.55 Dare to Believe: Natasha Baker. (R) 
9.00 The Morning Line. 10.00 Car SOS. 
(R) 11.00 The Superhumans Show. 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.55 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 2.00 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Newbury, Newmarket and 
Market Rasen. 4.30 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. 5.30 Channel 4 News. 

5.55 Dare to Believe: AN Jawad. (R) 

6.00 Gogglesprogs. Young TV viewers 

watch a range of programmes, 
from entertainment shows to 
documentaries and classic films, 
as well as up-to-the-minute news 
reports. In this instalment, the 
youngsters otter their honest and 
hilarious views on Wallace and 
Gromit, The Getaway Car and 24 
Hours in A&E. (R) 

7.00 Film: Star Trek. (2009) The 
trainee crew members of the 
starship Enterprise embark on 
their maiden flight, which pits 
them against a Romulan 
commander from the future who is 
planning a horrific revenge on 
those he blames for a tragedy in 
his own time. Sci-fi adventure 
based on the original TV series, 
starring Chris Pine, Zachary 
Quinto, Eric Bana, Zoe Saldana 
and Leonard Nimoy. 

9.30 Film: Shutter Island. (2010) A US 
marshal, traumatised by his past, 
heads to a hospital for the 
criminally insane on a remote 
island to investigate the 
disappearance of a woman who 
murdered her children. As the case 
unfolds, he begins to suspect the 
doctors are hiding something - 
and that a grisly fate awaits all the 
patients on a sinister ward. Martin 
Scorsese’s mystery thriller, 
starring Leonardo DiCaprio, Mark 
Ruffaloand Ben Kingsley. 

12.10 Dare to Believe: Jordanne Whiley. 

A profile of the British wheelchair tennis 
player. (R) 12.15 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA. Part one of two. The 
Burger Kitchen in Los Angeles. (R) 1.05 
Film: Something in the Air. (2012) 

Drama, starring Clement Metayer. 3.05 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Ste prepares for his 
first working day at The Bean and is 
determined to stay clean, until Cameron 
tries to lead him back into temptation. 

(R) 5.10 Fifteen to One. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.25 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.00 The Saturday 
Show Live. 11.10 Police Interceptors: 

The Fatal Four. (R) 12.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.10 World’s 
Strongest Man. (R) 3.10 World’s 
Strongest Man. (R) 4.05 World’s 
Strongest Man. (R) 5.05 World’s 
Strongest Man. (R) 

6.05 World’s Strongest Man. Europe’s 
Strongest Man. Action from the 
contest, which took place at 
Headingley, where home favourite 
Eddie Hall and 2014 champion 
Hafthor Bjornsson were among 
those taking part. Presented by 
James Richardson, Charlie 
Webster and Terry Hollands. (R) 
7.00 Cricket on 5. England v Pakistan. 
Mark Nicholas presents action 
from the third day of the First Test 
in the four-match series, which 
took place at Lord’s. With 
commentary by Geoffrey Boycott, 
Michael Vaughan and Simon 
Hughes. 

8.00 NCIS. Part one of two. A Naval 
intelligence ensign is killed in an 
unusual car accident. Gibbs and 
his team are reunited with old 
friend Ned Dorneget, who is now 
working with NCIS cyber 
operations, and NSA attorney Jake 
Malloy to investigate the case, and 
discover a conspiracy involving 
terrorist recruitment on the 
internet. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Big Brother. Highlights of 
another 24 hours in the Big 
Brother house, following the 
housemates as they recover from 
the week-long Annihilation theme 
and react to Friday night’s 
“eviction massacre”. Narrated by 
Marcus Bentley. 

10.00 Bellator Fight Night: Live from 
London. Paul Daley v Douglas 
Lima. Coverage from the 02 Arena 
in London, where the Welterweight 
clash is the scheduled main event 
for Bellator 158. 

12.00 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Big Brother. Daily round¬ 
up of highlights. (R) 4.00 Puppies Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. Clip show featuring 
entertaining pups. (R) 4.50 Divine 
Designs. Two notable Victorian 
architects. (R) 5.15 House Doctor. A 
bland property near Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire. (R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm. 
Angel Mick helps at a playgroup picnic. 
(R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Crossing England in a Punt: River of 
Dreams 8.00 Who Were the Greeks? 

9.00 Beck: The Japanese Painting 10.30 
Sinatra: All or Nothing at All 12.25 Sings 
the Great American Songbook 1.25 The 
Secret Life of Bob Monkhouse 2.55 Top 
of the Pops: 1982 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

12.05 Catchphrase Celebrity Couples 
Special 1.05 Ninja Warrior UK 2.05 Film: 
Kindergarten Cop (1990) 3.05 FYI Daily 

3.10 Film: Kindergarten Cop (1990) 4.15 
Film: Back to the Future Part III (1990) 
5.15 FYI Daily 5.20 Film: Back to the 
Future Part III (1990) 6.40 Film: You’ve 
Got Mail (1998) 7.40 FYI Daily 7.45 Film: 
You’ve Got Mail (1998) 9.00 Film: Shaun 
of the Dead (2004) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: Shaun of the Dead (2004) 11.05 
Family Guy 12.35 American Dad! 1.30 
The Cleveland Show 2.55 Teleshopping 

5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.50 Foyle’s War 3.05 Film: George and 
Mildred: The Movie (1980) 4.05 FYI Daily 

4.10 Film: George and Mildred: The 
Movie (1980) 4.55 The Zoo 7.00 Doc 
Martin 8.00 Lewis 10.00 A Touch of Frost 
12.00 The Jury 1.05 City Lights 1.55 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.55 BRDC Formula 3 Championship 
Highlights 1.00 Tour de France Highlights 
2.00 Tour de France Live. Coverage of 
stage 14 of this year’s race. 4.30 Storage 
Wars 4.55 Monster Carp 6.00 The 
Motorbike Show 7.00 Tour de France 
Highlights 8.00 Film: For Your Eyes Only 
(1981) 9.10 FYI Daily 9.15 Film: For 
Your Eyes Only (1981) 10.45 Film: Out 
for Justice (1991) 11.45 FYI Daily 11.50 
Film: Out for Justice (1991) 12.35 
Motorway Patrol 1.00 Tour de France 
Highlights 2.00 The Wine Show 2.50 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.30 New Girl 1.00 The Goldbergs 2.00 
Film: Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (2009) 3.45 Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: The A-Team (2010)11.25 
Gogglebox 1.35 Rude Tube 3.25 The 
New Normal 4.05 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

11.00 Lifeboat (1944) 1.00 Lemony 
Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events 
(2004) 3.05 Percy Jackson & the 
Lightning Thief (2010) 5.20 Percy 
Jackson: Sea of Monsters (2013) 7.20 
Airplane! (1980) 9.00 Bridesmaids 
(2011) 11.25 Magic Mike (2012) 1.40 
The Squad (201 1)3.55 Close 




GUARANTEE 
l ON TILES / 


Want to use your 
conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in summer? 
Too in winter? 

Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof 25 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat 

• Fitting Teams available 
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SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution ... 



J\[o P’da.i/u/ui/ig Passion M.e.e.d-e.d-1 

0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com /sales@supalitemidlands.com 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

WE SELL NEW/GRADED 
RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 

WASHING MACHINES | TUMBLE DRYERS | DISHWASHERS 
FRIDGE FREEZERS | FRIDGES 


ALL AVAILABLE 
AT AMAZING 

PRICES 
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Tel: 0121 SSO 9800 Mob; 07872 606 363 
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SUNDAY’S TV JULY 17- 


CHOICE 



Toby Jones 


The Secret Agent 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

New series. Adaptation of 
Joseph Conrad's novel, starring 
TobyJones as a shopkeeper in 
Victorian London who is secretly 
a spy monitoring anarchist 
groups for the Russian 
government, a double life is wife 
does not suspect. He is ordered 
by his superiors to arrange a 
bombingthat will be blamed on 
the Anarchists, prompting the 
British government to crack 
down on them, and is forced to 
recruit his brother-in-law as an 
accomplice. With Vicky 
McClure, Ian Hart, Stephen 
Graham and Charlie Hamblett. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 

Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 

11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 

1.45 Live Davis Cup Tennis. 5.15 Songs 

of Praise. 5.50 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. The team takes a look 
at Britain’s meadows, and the 
wildlife and plants that thrive in 
them. Matt Baker gets a lesson in 
cutting hay from the national 
female scything champion, while 
Naomi Wilkinson meets an artist 
who paints meadow landscapes, 
visits an RSPB site set up to 
provide a habitat for birds and 
insects, and discovers how 
meadows are proving a popular 
site for burials. John Craven 
discovers the folklore behind the 
healing properties of meadow 
plants, and Tom Heap investigates 
the lack of affordable housing in 
rural areas. 

8.00 Fake or Fortune? New series. 
Fiona Bruce and art expert Philip 
Mould investigate a portrait of a 
man wearing a black cravat 
painted in 1939, which the owner 
believes is an early work of Lucian 
Freud, from his time at the Central 
School of Art - even though Freud 
himself denied painting it. The 
team tries to uncover who the 
mysterious man in the painting 
was, whether it really was painted 
by Freud, and if so, why did he 
claim that it was not his work. The 
investigation digs up a complex 
history of feuds, rivalry and 
intrigue. 

9.00 The Secret Agent. New series. 
Adaptation of Joseph Conrad’s 
novel, starring Toby Jones as a 
shopkeeper in Victorian London 
who is secretly a spy monitoring 
anarchists for the Russian 
government. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Olympic Imagine Special: One 
Night In 2012. Alan Yentob looks 
back at the 2012 Olympics 
opening ceremony, with Danny 
Boyle and the creative team 
explaining the challenges that 
went into creating ’The Greatest 
Show on Earth’. 

12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.15 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.30 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.30 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.00 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.30 Countryfile. 

(R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. (R) 
11.00 Tom Kerridge’s Best Ever Dishes. 
(R) 11.30 A Cook Abroad: Rick Stein’s 
Australia. (R) 12.30 Triathlon. 1.45 Film: 
Kidnapped. (1960) Historical adventure, 
starring Peter Finch. 3.15 Kangaroo 
Dundee and Other Animals - Part 1: 
Natural World. (R) 4.15 Kangaroo 
Dundee and Other Animals - Part 2: 
Natural World. (R) 5.15 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Attenborough’s Life That Glows. 

David Attenborough explores the 
world of bioluminescence, the 
often spectacular natural light 
produced by creatures including 
glow-worms, fireflies and 
plankton, using specially designed 
cameras, some fitted to a new 
generation of deep-sea 
submersibles and robots to record 
instances in the very deep ocean. 
The programme shows a millipede 
glowing on the forest floor in 
California, the mesmerising 
flashing light patterns of the 
synchronous firefly, the spooky 
glow of a rare dragon fish and 
luminous earth worms in France. 
(R) 

7.00 Trust Me, I’m a Doctor-Summer 
Special. Skin surgeon Gabriel 
Weston tests the effectiveness of 
protective sun creams and Michael 
Mosley investigates ways to get 
the benefits of exercise without 
doing any at all. (R) 

8.00 Golf: The Open Championship. 
Hazel Irvine presents action from 
the fourth and final day of the 
prestigious event, which took 
place at Royal Troon Golf Club in 
Ayrshire. The battle for the Claret 
Jug could hardly have been closer 
at St Andrews last year, with two of 
the world’s finest players in Jason 
Day and Jordan Spieth both 
finishing one stroke off the top of 
the leaderboard, while Zach 
Johnson, Marc Leishman and 
Louis Oosthuizen contested a four- 
hole play-off. It was Johnson who 
was to emerge victorious, adding 
the Major to the Masters title he 
won in 2007. 

10.00 Film: A Long Way Down. (2014) 
Premiere. Comedy drama, with 
Pierce Brosnan and Toni Collette. 

11.30 Mock the Week. (R) 

12.00 Film: In a Better World. (2010) 
1.55 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.50 
Holby City. (R) 3.50 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Sooty. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Oddbods. (R) 7.35 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.00 Teen 
Titans Go! (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.20 
Judge Rinder. (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 Rebound. (R) 1.25 Long 
Lost Family. (R) 2.25 Love Your Garden. 
(R) 3.30 Midsomer Murders. (R) 5.30 
Masterpiece with Alan Titchmarsh. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Former Dancing on Ice judge 
Karen Barber, TV presenter Dick 
Strawbridge, Coronation Street’s 
Catherine Tyldesley (Eva Price) 
and comedian Russell Kane 
compete to win thousands of 
pounds for charity by pitting their 
general knowledge against one of 
the show’s resident trivia experts. 
However, they must work as a 
team to build their prize pot and 
stay one step ahead of the Chaser. 
Bradley Walsh hosts. (R) 

8.00 It’ll Be Alright on the Night. Griff 
Rhys Jones presents another 
selection of outtakes from popular 
Tv series, featuring stars including 
Mary Berry, Paul O’Grady and Ant 
& Dec, as well as Ian McKellen and 
Derek Jacobi experiencing some 
memorable mishaps on the set of 
Vicious. (R) 

9.00 Film: Casino Royale. (2006) 
James Bond achieves his ’00’ 
status and is dispatched on the 
trail of Le Chiffre, an international 
criminal financing terrorist 
organisations around the world. 
Bond’s investigation leads to a 
casino in Montenegro, where he 
takes part in a high-stakes poker 
game in a bid to bankrupt Le 
Chiffre and put an end to his plans. 
Spy thriller, directed by Martin 
Campbell and starring Daniel Craig 
in his first outing as 007, with Eva 
Green, Mads Mikkelsen, Judi 
Dench and Giancarlo Giannini. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Casino Royale. (2006) 
Concluded. 

12.05 River Monsters. (R) 12.30 
Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 3.00 
Motorsport UK. 3.50 British Superbike 
Championship Highlights. 4.45 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.00 Shipping Wars. (R) 6.25 Shipping 
Wars. (R) 6.45 The King of Queens. (R) 

7.10 The King of Queens. (R) 7.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Dare to Believe: 
Jordanne Whiley. (R) 12.35 George 
Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 1.35 Film: 
Hairspray. (2007) Musical comedy, 
starring Nikki Blonsky and John Travolta. 

3.50 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

4.50 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 

5.50 Dare to Believe: Jordanne Whiley. 
(R) 5.55 Channel 4 News. 

6.15 Film: The Lion King. (1994) A lion 
prince blames himself for his 
father’s death and flees into the 
wilderness, leaving his wicked 
uncle to take over. As the cub 
grows to adulthood, he receives a 
vision of the dead king, who 
inspires him to seek revenge 

and reclaim his rightful throne. 
Disney animated musical, with the 
voices of Matthew Broderick, 
Jeremy Irons, Rowan Atkinson, 
Whoopi Goldberg and James Earl 
Jones. 

8.00 Film: Thor. (2011) Premiere. The 
Norse god of thunder is banished 
from his own world when his 
arrogance puts the kingdom on 
the brink of war. He is sent to 
present-day Earth, where he is 
forced to live among humans 
without his supernatural powers, 
but must regain his abilities to 
defend his new home against his 
evil brother. Kenneth Branagh’s 
fantasy adventure based on the 
Marvel comics, starring Chris 
Hemsworth, Natalie Portman, Tom 
Hiddleston and Anthony Hopkins. 
Edited for violence. 

10.15 Film: Dredd. (2012) A law 
enforcer in a post-apocalyptic 
city must fight his way out of a 
tower block dominated by a 
ruthless crime lord. Sci-fi thriller, 
starring Karl Urban and Lena 
Headey. 

12.05 Dare to Believe: Jack Rutter. (R) 

12.10 Rich Brother, Poor Brother: 

Cutting Edge. Documentary exploring the 
wealth gap in Britain. (R) 1.05 Date My 
Mum. Children choose prospective 
partners for their mothers. (R) 2.05 
Dogs: Their Secret Lives. The results of 
the online survey launched in the series. 
(R) 3.00 Posh Pawn. James heads to 
Lanzarote to tackle the sale of a yellow 
submarine. (R) 3.55 French Collection. 
(R) 4.50 Dare to Believe: Ali Jawad. (R) 
4.55 Fifteen to One. (R) 5.50 Draw It! (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina: The Next Steps. (R) 6.30 Bob 
the Builder. (R) 6.40 Wanda and the 
Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack and Quack. (R) 7.05 
Pets. (R) 7.10 Noddy in Toyland. (R) 

7.20 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.35 Little Princess. 
(R) 7.45 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.00 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.30 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.45 
Shimmer and Shine. 9.10 Jelly Jamm. 
(R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Now 
That’s Funny! (R) 11.25 Cats Make You 
laugh Out Loud 3. (R) 12.25 Film: 
Innerspace. (1987) Sci-fi comedy, 
starring Dennis Quaid. 2.40 Film: Three 
Men and a Baby. (1987) Comedy, 
starring Tom Selleck, Ted Danson and 
Steve Guttenberg. 4.35 Film: Willow. 
(1988) Fantasy adventure, starring 
Warwick Davis. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v Pakistan. 
Mark Nicholas presents action 
from the fourth day of the First 
Test in the four-match series, 
which took place at Lord’s. With 
commentary by Geoffrey Boycott, 
Michael Vaughan and Simon 
Hughes. 

8.00 Now That’s Funny! Featuring 
videos of people trying to stay 
calm under pressure, including 
two brothers who trick their sister 
into thinking they are under attack 
from zombies, and a bad- 
tempered father trying to solve a 
riddle. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, revealing how the 
housemates are getting on under 
the all-seeing eye of Big Brother, 
featuring the latest tasks, games, 
arguments, laughs, diary-room 
visits and bedroom chit-chat. 

10.00 20 Moments that Rocked the 80s. 
Cherie Lunghi presents a 
countdown of memorable 
moments, including royal 
weddings, political scandals, 
sporting triumphs and the rise to 
fame of iconic entertainers. (R) 

11.30 The 80s: The Best of Bad TV. A 
look back at memorable TV 
highlights from the 1980s, 
focusing on the best and worst 
that the decade had to offer, 
including the infamous 1989 Brit 
Awards. (R) 

12.50 Lip Sync Battle. (R) 1.15 
SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind Closed 
Doors. (R) 4.00 Now That’s Funny! (R) 

4.50 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Concerto at the BBC Proms 7.30 
BBC Proms 2016: Faure Requiem 9.40 
Britain’s Wild Places 10.00 K2: The Killer 
Summit: Storyville 11.25 Timeshift: Of 
Ice and Men 12.25 Rich Hall’s You Can 
Go to Hell, I’m Going to Texas 1.55 
Horizon: Who’s Afraid of a Big Black 
Hole? 2.55 Bullseyes and Beer - When 
Darts Hit Britain: Timeshift 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

12.25 Take Me Out 1.35 The Cube: 
Celebrity Special 2.35 Catchphrase 
Celebrity Special 3.35 Film: The 
Flintstones (1994) 4.35 FYI Daily 4.40 
Film: The Flintstones (1994) 5.20 Film: 
Nanny McPhee (2005) 6.20 FYI Daily 

6.25 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 7.15 
Film: Liar Liar (1997) 8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 
Film: Liar Liar (1997) 9.00 Love Island: 
Heading Home 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland 
Show 1.30 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 1.55 Planet’s Funniest 
Animals 2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

2.20 Wycliffe 3.30 The Zoo 4.30 Film: 
The Belles of St Trinian’s (1954) 5.30 FYI 
Daily 5.35 Film: The Belles of St Trinian’s 
(1954) 6.25 Rosemary & Thyme 8.00 
Midsomer Murders 10.00 Lewis 12.00 
Wire in the Blood 2.05 A Touch of Frost 
3.45 May the Best House Win 5.30 ITV3 
Nightscreen 
ITV4 

II.OOTourde France Highlights 12.00 
Tour de France Live. Coverage of stage 15 
of this year’s race. 5.00 Storage Wars 
5.55 The Wine Show 7.00 Tour de France 
Highlights 8.00 River Monsters 9.00 
Film: Tin Cup (1996) 10.10 FYI Daily 
10.15 Film: Tin Cup (1996) 11.45 Film: 
The Client (1994) 12.50 FYI Daily 12.55 
Film: The Client (1994) 2.05 Tour de 
France Highlights 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

2.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 3.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 5.00 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 
5.10 Film: Independence Day (1996) 

8.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Tattoo 
Fixers 12.10 Rich Kids of Instagram 1.15 
Containment 2.10 Gogglebox 3.05 2 
Broke Girls 3.45 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 The Bedford Incident (1965) 1.00 
Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs (2009) 
2.50 Ice Age: Continental Drift (2012) 
4.35 Imagine That (2009) 6.55 St 
Trinian’s 2: The Legend of Fritton’s Gold 
(2009) 9.00 Identity Thief (2013) 11.15 
Mindscape (2013) 1.10 Like Someone in 
Love (2012) 3.30 Close 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


New Zealand's weird 
and wonderful creatures 


I ew Zealand’s breathtaking 
scenery and landscapes 
have been used as the 
setting for various big-budget films 
over recent years, including 
Wolverine, The World’s Fastest 
Indian, The Chronicles of Narnia: 
The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe, Whale Rider, The Piano 
and, of course, Peter Jackson’s The 
Lord of the Rings and Hobbit 
sagas. 

New Zealand brought all of those 
and other acclaimed films to life, 
and you even could say the country 
has become a silent movie star in 
its own right. 

Isolated from the rest of the world 
since the time of the dinosaurs, the 
Land of the Long White Cloud has 
been left to its own devices for 80 
million years, with an array of 
surprising and spectacular 
consequences. 

And when you want a man to 
guide you through a landscape and 
wildlife that seems to have been left 
untouched since prehistoric times, 
who better than Mr Jurassic Park 
himself, Sam Neill 


Despite being born in Northern 
Ireland, Neill moved back to New 
Zealand when he was seven. 

He is now rightly considered as 
one of the country’s greatest actors, 
and earlier this year he starred in 
another New Zealand-made film, 
Hunt for the Wilderpeople, the 
adventure comedy-drama written 
and directed by Taika Waititi. 

Narrator Neill brings an extra level 
of gravitas to this breathtaking 
three-part wildlife series which 
transports viewers to an exotic and 
mysterious island chain, and 
reveals how the country’s rich, 
intriguing wildlife manages to 
survive. 

The first episode features some 
of New Zealand’s most ancient 
and weirdest of species, and 
brings to life the story of how their 
spectacular home was formed. 
Dinosaur-like reptiles still prowl 
here, while insects have become 
giants, birds lose the power of 
flight and behave like badgers, and 
the people who settled here have 
also developed their own unique 
culture. 


Across New Zealand life battles 
the natural forces - which shaped 
its past and continue to drive life 
there today. One of the most 
geologically active countries on 
earth, it’s a beautiful but dangerous 
place to live, regularly rocked by 
earthquakes, volcanic activity and a 
wild and wet climate. 

This episode reveals some 
unexpected and spectacular 
solutions wildlife have adopted to 
survive. Bustling penguin cities 
thrive in dwarf rainforests and 
strangler trees crack dry lava fields 
turning volcanic wasteland into an 
oasis full of life. 

Plus, there is footage of 
shepherds and their sheepdogs 
flying across vast mountainous 
landscapes in helicopters, and an 
insight into how dolphins have 
developed their own leaping body 
language. 

On these mythical islands, the 
astonishing creatures and resilient 
people have risen to the challenges 
of their dramatic and demanding 
home, and the resulting sights and 
sounds are truly astonishing. 



New Zealand: Earth’s Mythical Islands, Tuesday, BBC2, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Kidnapping Lizzie: Nightmare Visions, 

Channel 5,3.15pm 

When 15-year-old Lizzie is kidnapped, a psychic 
comes forward claiming to know the teenager’s 
whereabouts, but it soon becomes clear she has an 
agenda of her own. Thriller, starring Nadia Bjorlin, 
Richard Ruccolo and Vanessa Evigan. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Dark Secrets, Channel 5,3.10pm 

A young woman becomes increasingly suspicious of 
the motives of her older room-mate. Thriller, starring 
Boti Bliss, Ashley Leggat and William R Moses. (2011) 

WEDNESDAY 

Sanctum, Channel 4,1.30am 

A team of divers exploring a system of undersea 
caves becomes trapped and must find a way through 
the caverns to the surface. Thriller, starring Richard 
Roxburgh and loan Gruffudd. (2011) 

THURSDAY 

Columbo:The Bye-Bye Sky-High IQ Murder Case, 

I TV, 11.40pm 

One of the world’s cleverest men plots the perfect 
murder, but must pit his wits against Columbo’s 
equally sharp mind. Crime drama, with Peter Falk and 
Theodore Bikel. (1977) 



FRIDAY 

Total Recall, ITV, 10.40pm 

A construction worker pays to have fake memories of 
a dream holiday implanted into his brain, but discovers 
his mind has already been tampered with - apparently 
to erase his true identity as a secret agent from a 
colony on Mars. Paul Verhoeven’s sci-fi thriller, starring 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and Michael Ironside. (1990) 

Wanderlust, Channel 4,12.10am 

A Manhattan resident loses his job, so he and his wife 
leave the city in search of a fresh start. During their 
journey, they stumble on a commune of hippies and 
decide to join until they have decided what to do with 
their lives. Comedy, starring Jennifer Aniston, Paul 
Rudd and Alan Alda. (2012) 


MONDAY 

Eden 

Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Reality programme filmed over the 
course of a year in which 23 men and women try to 
build a new life and new society from scratch in a 
remote location in the Highlands, with participants 
including a doctor, a vet, a chef, a carpenter and a 
shepherdess. In the opening edition, they tackle the 
start of their 365-day experience as they open the 
gates into the 600 acres of land they’ll be calling 
home for the next 12 months. 

The Somme 1916 - From Both Sides of the Wire 
BBC2, 9pm 

While some channels may be obsessed with 
ratings-grabbing shows, it’s good to know that the 
Beeb are always on hand to uphold Lord Reith’s 
simple philosophy: inform, educate, entertain. And 
when it comes to informing and educating on one of 
the bloodiest conflicts of the 20th century, this new 
series does a good job. Peter Barton is our guide, 
and he will be examining events of the First World 
War battle from German and British perspectives. 
While much of the received wisdom may tell us one 
thing, Barton reveals a story that gives us a fresh 
take on those horrific events of 100 years ago when 
420,000 Britons alone lost their lives. 


TUESDAY 
The Job Interview 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Blacks Vets bosses Tracey and Val from Dudley 
interview for a receptionist, with 24-year-old David, 
who has struggled to find a job and support his family, 
among the applicants. Others up for consideration 
include 41-year-old animal lover Nicola, who owns 
150 quails, and 27-year-old Emily who wants a better 
life/work balance after quitting teaching. Also 
interviewing are Lee and Karen from Colossal 
Training, who run maritime health and safety courses, 
looking for a super-organised admin officer for 
their new branch in Liverpool. 

WEDNESDAY 
Boy Meets Girl 
BBC2,10pm 

Leo gets a job as a dispatch driver and 
meets his match in his new prankster- 
loving boss. Meanwhile, Pam invites 
Peggy over for dinner now that they 
are ‘virtually in-laws; with the catering 
to be provided by Tony’s cafe. Anji 
presents James with some life¬ 
changing news, and Charlie gets 
thrown out of his lodgings, leading 
to Pam offering him Leo’s room. 


Man Down 
Channel 4,10pm 

Even if you ignore his height, Greg Davies has 
done a fine job of eclipsing fellow chat show guests 
on series such as The Graham Norton Show and 
Top Gear. Whether plugging his series Taskmaster 
or the third run of this rib-tickling sitcom, 
\ he’s proved comedy gold over the past 
few months. This week, Dan (Davies) 
meets his replacement in the 
classroom, Miss Clarke (Isy Suttie), 
and the pupils don’t take his 
departure the way he hopes. He’s 
also dazzled by a trendy 
priest (Phil Nichol), and is 
welcomed into the church 
club, where he soon 
makes an impression. 
Meanwhile, Jo (Roisin 
Conaty) pitches her 
new shop ‘idea’ to the 
town council, and 
‘Daddy’ (Tony 
Robinson) continues 
to charm mum 
(Gwyneth Powell) and 
Nesta (Stephanie 
Cole). 


THURSDAY 
New Blood 
BBC1,9pm 

Rash and Stefan vow to prove the innocence of 
Leila, who recalls that charity boss Lisa had the 
opportunity to tamper with the dosage that killed 
her accountant. Stefan discovers the victim once 
worked for Malik and had recently visited him - but 
when Malik won’t talk, the pair follow Lisa to the 
hotel of a high-ranking African politician David 
Kumalah, where they find more than they expected. 
Meanwhile, Alison has a breakthrough while 
searching the charity’s accounts - but will it be too 
little too late? Last in the series. 

FRIDAY 

Celebrity First Dates 
Channel 4,9pm 

Four more celebrities go in search of romance with 
members of the public. Brad Simpson, lead singer of 
boy band the Vamps, meets an 18-year-old fan, while 
Atomic Kitten’s Natasha Hamilton goes on her first 
date since splitting up with fellow pop star Ritchie 
Neville. Bernie Clifton, mainstay of 1970s and 1980s 
TV with his ostrich puppet, has an encounter with an 
80something bellydancer, while rugby league player 
Keegan Hirst gets an introduction to the gay dating 
scene from a fitness adviser. 



USE YOUR LOFT! 

7 5 Bison 

Loft Ladders \, 


% 

Q®, 


f Over > 

(10,000 

\lnstallations > 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• N: Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• NEW: Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

\ carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJfstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


Sf4 

A. 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 


©as 


la.a i . /lr lititiG.atel 


6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


DOUBLE TIME DOWN TO.. 

pf,nniiiL-^„ 

ARMY & NAVY STORE 
Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear, 

Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing 
gootwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 

Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment 

Open 6 days • Closed Sunday 



Midland UPVC 

Windows and Doors Ltd 

SAVE MONEY 01 
WITH OUR ENER< 

4 YOUR FUEL BILLS 

3Y RATED WINDOWS 

■ IIII V CAI E 

■ Free Design service p/ 

■ 10 yr Insurance back ..i 

guarantee Nl 

■ High security locks QQ| 

■ Energy saving 

windows & doors GU 

■ All built and installed JQ 

by our own fitters 

■ 0AP Discounts 

(t&c apply) WRI 

JULY SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 

A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

3 £ 1599.00 

y t&c’s apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 

ect from your local manufacturer 
INTASTIC SPECIAL B |jjagf 
EW UPVC 0FFER Ilf 

OR RANGE PVC 

IARANTEED D0QR Wjjfr 
(BEATANY from 

GENUINE £ 385 

TTEN QUOTE fitted 

ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 


[Me)©© 
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Consider a career 
in fostering! 

Do you want? 

• A generous income 

• On-going professional training 

• To work as part of a team 

• Excellent support 24 hours a day 

• To work for a well respected 
children’s charity 

We need foster carers who can 
work with children, young 
people, teenagers and sibling groups. 
Interested? then call us on 024 7664 1206 / 
0121 550 5271 or go to 
www.barnardos.org.uk/fostering 

Believe in 
children 

We welcome enquiries ^Bamardo’S 

regardless of race, region, 
sexuality or marital status 



i "-agas gsaaiMsasg* 


matrix Communications 


CROCHED SCREEN? 

We unlock 

Buy and sell old and new hand sets and tablets 

'Phoi all accessories... 

10 High St, Blackheath B65 ODT 

TELEPHONE: 0121 561 4121 ^ 


Local 

Specialists. 


Timeshare Owner? 
Timeshare Headache? 
We are Timeshare Experts 

0800 0073262 

www.TimeshareAdvice.co.uk 
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PUZZLES 


27 


BRAIN GYM 


No.386 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


J 

2 

F 

K 

U 

5 

I] 

B 

7 

X 

8 

G 

A 

10 

R 

Y 

12 

P 

13 

0 

14 

N 

15 

Q 

16 

M 

17 

c 

18 

z 

19 

E 

20 

D 

21 

L 

22 

H 

23 

w 

24 

V 

25 

s 

26 

T 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Far too colourless 
to be accepted in 
society? (6,3,4) 

8. The point of 
punctuation (4,4) 

9. Stick around a 
street (4) 

10. Soldier with papers 
in order (6) 

12. Poles strangely 
following a certain 
inclination (6) 

14. Dances arranged to 
scale (6) 

16. New depots he 
controls, absolutely 
( 6 ) 

18. Where needles are 
kept, just in case! 
(4) 

20. Regarded as 
having taken no 
active part (6,2) 

22.1 can’t sing if in 
distress - though 
trivial (13) 


Down 

1. No answers? (8) 

2. Appear on the 
scene and defy 
gravity? (4,2) 

3. An entrance I’d turn 
in at (4) 

4. The control of the 
stock-holder? (4-4) 

5. It goes round 
without joining up 
( 6 ) 

6. Turn pale - being 
possibly guilty (4) 

11. Having associations 
for a Communist 
who had nothing on 
loan (8) 

13. Offer for money? (8) 

15. Bring out in a 
felicitous way (6) 

17. Draw South by boat 

( 6 ) 

19. It’s a sound quality 
(4) 

21. Fools break up the 
sofa (4) 



Sudoku 



9 




6 



5 

2 

4 



7 

8 


3 





2 






9 




3 

5 

6 

2 



3 


7 


1 





1 

6 

4 

2 


3 


8 






4 



2 


8 



5 



6 

3 

3 


5 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Not showy (13) 

8. Important (8) 

9. Row (4) 

10. Concurred (6) 
12. Elf (6) 

14. Mason’s tool (6) 
16. Gloomy (6) 

18. Fairy (4) 

20. Speed (8) 

22. Scarce (2,5,6) 


Down 

1. Imperil (8) 

2. Span (6) 

3. Stupefy (4) 

4. Fenced in (8) 

5. Sour (6) 

6. Remedy (4) 

11. Distribution (8) 
13. Strangle (8) 

15. Heaviness (6) 
17. Get free (6) 

19. Sea-eagle (4) 
21. Endure (4) 



Niner 


1. Which Gestapo chief did Carlos the 
Jackal’s lawyer Jacques Verges also 
defend? 

2. Which Far East capital was known as 
Batavia until 1949? 

3. What do the initials QED stand for? 

4. Which perennial plant is also called 
Lady’s Smock? 

5. Which satellite relayed the first live TV 
transmission between the USA and 
Europe? 


6. Of what nationality is the novelist and 
politician Mario Vargas Llosa? 

7. To which king did Parliament present 
the Nineteen Propositions? 

8. Of which metal is galena the chief ore? 

9. What is the capital of West Bengal 
state? 

10. Which inflammation is also called 
muscular rheumatism? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Feldspars or felspars; 2 Nick Berry; 
3 Charles; 4 Canada; 5 China; 6 Chess; 

7 Phil Babb; 8 Language and literature; 

9 Jean-Philippe Rameau; 10 Rowing. 
Niner: REVULSION 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


435 gives an animal, 
739675 gives a cruel man, 
162358 gives a robber. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Stop; 8 Above board; 9 Be¬ 
getter; 10 Visa; 12 Tremor; 14 Direct; 15 Feudal; 
17 Queens; 18 Asti; 19 Twilight; 21 Silhouette; 

22 Made. Down: 2 Take orders; 3 Pate; 4 Loiter; 
5 Feared; 6 Converse; 7 Idea; 11 Second-hand; 
13 Midnight; 16 Let out; 17 Quilts; 18 Also; 

20 Item. QUICK - Across: 1 Path; 8 Outland¬ 
ish; 9 Alienate; 10 Arid; 12 Barren; 14Trench; 

15 Vanish; 17 Hither; 18 Tell; 19 Narcotic; 21 
Correspond; 22 Step. Down: 2 Amalgamate; 3 
Hose; 4 Strain; 5 Patent; 6 Adjacent; 7 Shed; 11 
Incredible; 13 Raillery; 16 Honest; 17 Harrow; 18 
Tack; 20 Odds 



The 

PARK LANE 

TAVERN 


Monday HALF PRICE NIGHT 

off our main menu 5pm - 8pm to include steak and grills 


CARVEKY SERVED ALL DAY EffiEllggr 

Mon - Sat 12pm - 8pm, Sun 12 - 7pm 
Kids Eat Free Carvery Under 12's » ^ 

(with paying adult) 1 ^ 

Children Eal Free All Day Every Day, During School Holidays 


EBgeant? 


Follow us on Facebook& 9 Trip Advisor 

We now take bookings 
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Pedal power - guests making good use of the free bike hire Break away - The Bath Mill Lodge Retreat 


So grand - The Ickworth in Suffolk is the height of luxury 



Youngsters will find plenty to keep them amused 


Choose self catering or hotel and 
you can enjoy a family staycation 


THE SELF CATERING OPTION 
Bath Mill Lodge Retreat, Bath 

DRAWING the blinds one morn¬ 
ing, my heart skips a beat as a 
figure runs from the window to 
the back of our lodge. 

I creep towards the back bedroom, 
peek, and there, staring back at me, is 
a pair of big Bambi eyes, belonging to 
one of the many deer easily spotted at 
Bath Mill Lodge Retreat. 

It’s a great spot for families, made up of 
63 five-star self-catering lodges, set in an 
Area Of Outstanding Natural Beauty since 
2015, just three miles away from the grand 
city of Bath. The modern chalets sleep 
between two and eight people and have a 
contemporary interior, from the open-plan 
living space through to the furnishings and 
fabrics. There’s a fully kitted out kitchen, 


By Claire Spreadbury 


TV with new movies available to download 
and multiple bathrooms. Whatever the 
weather, there are plenty of fun days out for 
all the clan close by, from the local history 
of the Roman Baths (there’s a kids’ audio 
tour and worksheets to fill in - my two girls 
loved hearing about the ‘old days’ and sniff¬ 
ing in the smelly hot baths!) to the beautiful 
Cheddar Gorge and Longleat Safari Park. 

There are also pretty country trails, lei¬ 
surely canal walks, giant stately homes 
and gardens to explore. And on those days 
where you’d rather take it easy, there are 
woodland walks and cycle paths surround¬ 
ing Bath Mill Lodge. 

If you don’t feel like cooking, there’s a 
restaurant and bar, housed in the 350-year- 
old Mill House, offering great service and 
making an extra fuss over little ones. 


* Lodges sleep up to eight people and 
prices start from £242 for a three-night stay 
(off peak) in studio accommodation sleeping 
two people. Visit www.darwinescapes.co.uk 

THE HOTEL BREAK 
Ickworth Hotel, Suffolk 

I can’t remember the last time I felt my 
blood pressure rising because of the amount 
of physical effort needed to ride a bike up¬ 
hill. I’m climbing a hill in the trails sur¬ 
rounding Ickworth House and Hotel. 

We arrived as four but right now, me 
and my other half are taking in some of 
the gorgeous greenery amid the 1,800 acres 
of National Trust grounds, on mountain 
bikes we’ve borrowed from the hotel free 
of charge. Our two little terrors, mean¬ 
while, are getting creative in kids’ club 
Four Bears Den - also free for two hours 
every day. Kids and adults are thought of 


pretty equally here. Grown-ups can enjoy 
formal fine dining at Frederick’s, safe in the 
knowledge little ones are being looked after. 

Children, meanwhile, get to have ‘high 
tea’ at 5pm in the cinema room, followed by 
a film. Creche staff are also on hand, mean¬ 
ing it’s relaxing for parents too 

Although grand there’s a relaxed atmos¬ 
phere.^ delight for anyone with children. 
Rooms are furnished with board games, 
and DVDs are available to borrow any time. 
And for super-sized fun, head down to the 
games room.Ensuring time out for parents 
and oodles of entertainment for kids of all 
ages, The Ickworth has family escapes per¬ 
fectly framed. 

* Rooms start from £120. There are mid¬ 
week summer special offers on, including a 
two-night stay, with dinner, bed and break¬ 
fast, from £329. Visit www.luxuryfamilyho 
tels.co.uk or call 0844 482 2152. 



Travel 



Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 


London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove a runaway 
success here, often go on to triumph on Broadway and around the globe. The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage design 
and commanding performance has enabled London theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 

Omega Holidays offer a superb portfolio of theatre breaks, managing the whole show package which includes travel, either by coach or rail, 
four-star accommodation and various price bands for each show. Make your own way breaks are also available to book. 


London 

Theatre 

Breaks 

Price includes: 

/ Return coach or rail travel 
/ One/two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Evening meal (with selected packages) 

/ Theatre ticket 
/ Free time in London 
/ Services of a tour driver 
/ Single rooms subject to availability 
(supplement applies) 

Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please 
read brochures/web pages for full description plus terms 
and conditions. Please note Star Reader Travel are unable 
to take bookings. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick 
up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show 
—see brochure/web page for details. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. 

There’s a selection of London hotels to choose from 
(supplements may apply) and rail travel is standard 
class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday. 

The ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Three days 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday returning on Sunday. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade, plus two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel (supplements may apply). 

Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening 
performance. 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option, see the 
matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes 
a ticket for the evening performance (meal not 
included). 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket 
and the option to upgrade plus an overnight stay in a 
four-star outer London hotel. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Seven-bedroom 
home is stylish 
and impressive 

Extremely well presented and particularly stylish, 
17 High Park Crescent, Sedgley, lies in an ever 
popular area within walking distance of the town 
centre. 

An impressive and substantial residence, it is for 
sale through Skitts at £450,000 with no chain. 

It has around 2,700sq.ft of seven bedroom living 
accommodation, four bathrooms, three reception 
rooms, a 20ft breakfast kitchen, detached double 
garage (having potential to convert to separate living 
accommodation - subject to planning permission), 
private rear garden, off road parking and stunning 
panoramic views to the rear. 

With gas central heating and double glazing, in 
more detail, it has a briquette driveway providing 
parking for numerous vehicles past a lawned fore¬ 
garden. Steps past a further lawn area leading to 
the entrance porch. The entrance hall has laminate 
flooring, a storage cupboard, stairs off and a WC. 

The three reception rooms include a ground floor 
dining room, a ground floor sitting room with laminate 
flooring and patio doors leading to the rear. The 
kitchen has patio doors leading out to the rear 
garden. 

Off the first floor landing is stairs to the second 
floor, a WC, a living room with a pebble effect gas 
fire, laminate flooring and patio doors to a Juliette 
balcony. Bedroom two has built-in wardrobes with 
mirror fronted sliding doors and an en-suite shower 
room with ceramic wall tiling. Bedroom five has 
laminate flooring and bedroom seven is also on this 
floor. 

Off the second floor landing is the master bedroom 
with a walk-in wardrobe and an en-suite shower room 
with ceramic wall and floor tiling. 

Bedroom three has built-in wardrobes with mirror 
fronted sliding doors and an en-suite shower room 
with ceramic wall and floor tiling. 

Bedroom six has a built-in wardrobe with mirror 
fitted sliding doors. Bedroom four is also to be found 
on this level. 

The rear garden has a gravel area, patio area, a 
neat lawn, two side gates and a shed. 


SEDGLEY £450,000 





She's sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 14, 2016 
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PROPERTY 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Hagley Road£950 pcm+Fees 

A part furnished to suit modern semi-detached house close 
to the Squirrels Estate, Halesowen Town Centre & buses to 
Birmingham This large house features 2 lovely reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, private rear garden, large storage shed, 
3 good size bedrooms, bathroom suite with shower, driveway 
fOL2/3 ca^gam^io^ncluded^dea^amil^iom^PC^ 


AMBLECOTE, High Street £775 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a home on a select development. ‘Crystal 
Gardens’. This home features a spacious lounge/dining area, well 
appointed kitchen, downstairs WC, the 1st floor has 2 bedrooms & a 
family bathroom & on the 2nd floor there is a master bedroom with a large 
en-suite. 2 allocated parking spaces, front & rear gardens. This property 
'll not be available for long. Minimum contract 12 months. EPC: TBC 


HALESOWEN, Broadway Avenue£725 pcm+Fees 
Modern 3 bedroom semi-detached house centrally located 
within minutes of Halesowen Town Centre and features 
entrance hallway, lovely fitted kitchen, large living room, 3 
double bedrooms, bathroom suite with separate shower, 
driveway parking. Not to be missed! EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Wassell Road£725 pcm+Fees 

A large unfurnished semi-detached house in central 
Halesowen which features: entrance porch, lounge, fully 
fitted kitchen, covered side entrance, private rear garden, 3 
good size bedrooms, large bathroom with shower over bath, 
garage & driveway. Also benefiting from gas central heating 


HALESOWEN, Middlefield Avenue£650 pcm+Fees 
Located in Hurst Green this unfurnished semi detached house 
comprising of 26ft through lounge/dining room, a fitted 
kitchen, 2 double bedrooms and a further single. Benefits 
from a garage and driveway with low maintenance gardens. 
Very popular area. Viewings highly recommended. EPC: TBC 


CRADLEY HEATH, Surfeit Hill Road£645 pcm+Fees 
A fully refurbished semi-detached home, briefly comprising 
of: Large lounge/diner with access to the garden, modern 
fitted kitchen, shower room, 3 bedrooms, double glazing, 
gas central heating, driveway & garage parking, rear garden. 
EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Beaumont Road£575 pcm+Fees 

Ideally located in Blackheath for local amenities, train station close by and the 
M5. This large 2 double bedroom end terraced house features 2 reception 
rooms with 1 reception having slate flooring and a working wood burner, fitted 
kitchen, utility room with washing machine, 2 double bedrooms, upstairs 
bathroom, court yard rear garden, on road parking and off road parking 
availabldorlcarplus aaraae (accessed from Clifton Road). EPC: TBC 


WORDSLEY, Wordsley Court£575 pcm+Fees 

1st floor fully refurbished large apartment within walking 
distance of Wordsley Green & King George V park. Featuring 
lovely lounge, 2 generous size double bedrooms, fitted 
kitchen, shower room, secure parking to rear of property. 
EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Cavalier Drive£550 pcm+Fees 

This beautifully presented and well looked after 1st floor 
apartment is centrally located to Halesowen, within easy reach 
of the town centre and local bus station. Featuring 2 bedrooms, 
large lounge with access to your own balcony, fitted kitchen, 
bathroom with shower, electric heating, double glazing, and 
aNocate^ajWn^oi^n^ai^UmisUe^mgert^PC^^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Trejon Road£525 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished detached house within minutes of Old 
Hill Train Station, Haden Hill Leisure Centre and close to 
Timbertree Primary School. Featuring brand new gas central 
heating, 2 reception rooms, small fitted kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom, front and rear gardens, driveway for 1 car. EPC: 
TBC 


CRADLEY HEATH, Silverthorne Lane£525 pcm+Fees 
A really well presented modern style 2 bedroom house close 
to Cradley Heath Train Station and bus links. Lounge with 
fireplace, large fitted kitchen with new oven/hob, patio doors 
to rear garden, upstairs bathroom with shower, gas central 
heating, driveway parking. Minimum 12 month contract. 
EPC: C 



KIDDERMINSTER, Patin House£515 pcm+Fees 

A 1 bedroom ground floor apartment set in a converted 
Victorian house comprising of: porch, lounge, fitted kitchen 
with appliances and granite work tops, double bedroom, fully 
tiled bathroom with shower, study, gas central heating (under 
floor heating to kitchen & bathroom) double glazing, communal 
garden^n^Nocate^artdn^vailabl^ow^PC^^ 



OLDSWINFORD, Heath Lane£495 pcm+Fees 

Ideally located in the centre of Oldswinford for shops, 
transport links and Mary Stevens Park. This large and 
spacious end terrace house features 3 good size bedrooms, 2 
reception rooms, downstairs bathroom, upstairs toilet, fitted 
kitchen, enclosed rear garden and on road parking. EPC: E 



NETHERTON, Halesowen Road£495 pcm+Fees 
A distinctive unfurnished detached nailer’s cottage style 
home, briefly comprising of: 2 cosy reception rooms with 
feature Arga, 2 bedrooms, fitted kitchen with white goods, 
original Laura Ashley downstairs bathroom with shower, gas 
central heating, double glazing, garage and driveway parking, 
front and rear gardens. EPC: E 



CRADLEY HEATH, Seedhouse Court£495 pcm+Fees 
Set within lovely private gardens. Ideally located for Old 
Hill train station, local shops and buses for Cradley Heath, 
Halesowen and Merry Hill, an unfurnished ground floor 
apartment features 2 double bedrooms, fitted kitchen with 
white goods, spacious lounge, house bathroom with shower, 
allocated parking. EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Walton Court£450 pcm+Fees 

A spacious 1 st floor flat surrounded by maintained communal 
gardens in a popular location. Comprises entrance hall with 
storage cupboard, double bedroom, fitted kitchen with marble 
effect work surface, separate utility room, light and airy 
lounge, bathroom with shower over bath and shed. Available 
End of Augus^egtembej^amg^io^ncludec^PCJB^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, King Street£440 pcm+FeesI 

Located in the heart of Old Hill. Ideally situated for local! 
shops, buses and train links is this unfurnished 1st floor! 
modern apartment which comprises of 1 double bedroom,! 
fitted kitchen with a small fridge, spacious lounge, double! 
glazing, electric storage heating, bathroom with shower,| 
allocatec^arlonc^gac^PC^^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Elbow Street£425 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished ground floor apartment on a popular 
development, close to Old Hill High Street and the local train 
station. The property features; living room, fitted kitchen, 1 
double bedroom, bathroom with shower. Benefits include 
electric storage heating, allocated parking space. EPC: D 



CRADLEY HEATH, Elbow Street£425 pcm+Fees 
Unfurnished 2nd floor flat in a popular area which is ideal for 
shops, buses and Old Hill Train Station. Featuring 1 double 
bedroom, electric storage heating, spacious living room, fitted 
kitchen, bathroom with shower, communal garden, allocated 


STOURBRIDGE, Bagley Street£425 pcm+Fees 

COMING SOON!! 4 fully refurbished apartments (2 - ground 
floor & 2 - 1st floor) within a stones throw of Stourbridge 
town centre. The apartments feature an open plan lounge/ 
fitted kitchen, shower room, 1 double bedroom & private rear 
parking. 


HALESOWEN, Cobham Road£425 pcm+Fees 

A 1 bedroom 1st floor apartment within walking distance to 
Halesowen Town Centre. Offering generous accommodation 
including: lounge with, kitchen, 1 double bedroom, bathroom 
with shower, double glazing, on road parking, unfurnished. 
EPC: G 



Charming mid-terrace cottage from around 1900 


This charming mid-terrace cottage 
is thought to date from circa 1900 
having been converted from a 
barn which originally occupied 
the site in this sought after area of 
Low Habberley. 

The property, which lies between 
Kidderminster and Bewdley, is 
close to open countryside and the 
Habberley Valley Nature Reserve. 

It is on the market for £199,950. 


LOW HABBERLEY 
£ 199,950 

Highlights in brief include a 20ft 
lounge/dining room, attractive fitted 
kitchen with integral appliances, 
master bedroom with walk-in 
wardrobe, stylish re-fitted bathroom, 
spacious second floor bedroom, 
secluded patio gardens to rear 


and driveway parking. The present 
owner has greatly improved the 
property which is impeccably well 
presented throughout featuring 
LPG fired central heating and white 
wood-effect uPVC double glazing 
including a replica sash window. 

Contact Allan Morris on 01562 
747755 or visit www.allan-morris. 
co.uk 


Immaculate 
property 
has been 
refurbished 

SMETHWICK 

£ 289,950 >» 


An immaculate link-detached 
property in Bowling Green 
Drive, Smethwick, has been 
refurbished throughout, 
with great attention to detail 
taken. 

It is for sale through Connells 
at £289,950. 

With a converted garage it 
has an entrance hall, a guest 
WC, a lounge with a gas fire 
and French doors, a kitchen/ 
diner with an integrated 
electric oven and gas hob with 
cooker hood over, bedroom 
one with built-in wardrobes 
and an en-suite shower room, 
two further bedrooms (both 
also having built-in wardrobes), 
a bathroom and a rear garden. 

Contact Connells on 0121 
4203611 or visit the website 
www.connells.co.uk 
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Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents v I L I iLL “V 11 


Scriven &. Co. 


Established 1937 


Halesowen 



Olive Hill Road 

* Extended semi-detached house 

* Situated in popular tree line road 

* Good sized living room 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Lovely rear garden 

* Rear Garage EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £210,000 


Rowley Regis 



Yew Tree Lane 

* Well proportioned detached house 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Three reception rooms 

* Utility and downstairs shower room 

* Three good sized bedrooms 

* Re-fitted shower room 

* Garage * Beautiful rear garden EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


Stourbridge 



Plotl Yard ley Street 

* Brand New Detached House * Principal 
Bedroom with Ensuite, Two Further Bedrooms 

* Well Appointed Bathroom, Ensuite & Fitted 
Cloakroom * Quality Fitted Kitchen with Host of 
Appliances/Dining Room * Lounge Opening to 
Good-Sized Gardens * Completion Anticipated 
July/August EPC=B 

£207,500 


Oldbury 



Apsley Road 

* Spacious extended semi-detached house 

* Extended living room * Dining room 

* Extended kitchen/breakfast room 

* Two bedrooms (potnetial to create third 
bedroom) * Re-fitted shower room 

* Garage 

* Good size rear garden EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


Halesowen 



Greenhill Road 

* Traditional style semi detached house 

* Through lounge 

* Kitchen 

* Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom with shower cubicle 

* Side store 

* Delightful rear garden EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £224,950 


Romsley 



Dark Lane 

* Impressive Detached Bungalow 

* Outstanding views of neighbouring districts 

* Principal Bedroom with Ensuite 

* Two Further Bedrooms & Shower Room 

* Lounge, Separate Dining Room 

* Fitted Kitchen, Utility Room. Sun Lounge 

* Double Garage, Landscaped Gardens EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £450,000 


Rowley Regis 


Quinton 


Oldbury 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 








Payne Street 

* A tastefully presented terraced house 

* Two reception rooms 

* Kitchen with utility area 

* Two bedrooms * First floor bathroom 

* Good sized rear garden 

* Conveniently situated for Blackheath Town 
Centre EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £105,000 


Glyn Farm Road 

* Traditional style semi detached house 

* Tastefully presented accommodation 

* Two reception rooms * Quality fitted kitchen 

* Three bedrooms * Well appointed bathroom 
with both bath and shower 

* Exceptionally good sized gardens 

* Off road parking and car port EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £199,995 


Chestnut Road 

* Extended much improved semi detached 
house * Two reception rooms 

* Extended re-fitted kitchen 

* Three bedrooms 

* Re-fitted bathroom and additional wc 

* Small garage * Pleasant rear garden 

* No upward chain EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £224,950 


Carters Lane 

* Well Maintained Semi Detached House 

* Situated on Service Road 

* Three Bedrooms * Two Reception Rooms 

* Good Sized Kitchen 

* Popular Residential Location 

* Attractive Rear Garden 

* No upward chain EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


Hiplands Road 

* Semi detached house with potential 

* Prominent corner position 

* Detached garage with driveway 

* Three bedrooms 

* Through lounge 

* Lovely views 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £239,950 


King Charles Road 

* Spacious traditional style semi-detached 
house 

* Two reception rooms * Three bedrooms 

* Garage * Good-sized garden 

* Sought after location 

* Full of potential 

* No upward chain EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £259,950 


Halesowen 


Hagley 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 








Oaklands Court 

Spies Lane 

* Second floor flat 

* Living room 

* Two bedrooms 

* Communal parking 

* Communal gardens 
EPC=C 

Offers in excess of £110,000 


Station Road 

* An Impressive Edwardian Semi-Detached 
House * 4 Reception Rooms, Fitted Kitchen/ 
Dining Room, Large Family Room, Spacious 
Utility/Hobbies Room * Principal Bedroom with 
Ensuite Bathroom & Dressing Areas , 3 Further 
Bedrooms * Extensive Landscaped South 
Facing Gardens EPC=D 
Offers in the region of £599,995 


Hagley Road West 

*Deceptively Spacious Detached family home 
*Four good sized bedrooms 
*Large lounge/dining room 
‘Breakfast room leading onto kitchen 
‘Tandem garage 

* Beautiful rear garden with southerly aspect 
EPC=F 

Offers in the region of £349,950 


Oak Road 

‘Dining room 

* Living room 

* Former garage/family room 

* Kitchen and utility 

* Bedroom two with en-suite 

* Four further bedrooms 

* Family bathroom EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £325,000 


Middlefield Avenue 

* Link detached house 

* Lounge* Dining room 

* Conservatory* Breakfast room 

* Three bedrooms* Bathroom 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £239,950 


Priory Road 

* Extended semi-detached house 

* Three reception rooms 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Four bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Pleasant rear garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £279,950 


Halesowen Hurst Green 


Halesowen 


Dudley 


Halesowen 


Rowley Regis 


Halesowen 








Fairfield Road 

* Detached bungalow 

* Block paved driveway 

* Open plan kitchen/living room 

* Utility 

* Two bedrooms 

* Shower room 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £159,950 


Kent Road 

* Ground floor flat 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Living room 

* Two bedrooms 

* Shower room 

* Private garden 
EPC=C 
£ 110,000 


Swan Street 

* Large end terrace house 

* Downstairs wc 

* Re-fitted kitchen/breakfast room 

* Lounge and dining room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Additional plot of land EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £125,000 


Chantry Drive 

* Detached bungalow 
‘Two bedrooms 

* Conservatory 

* Garage 

* NO UPWARD CHAIN 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £205,000 


Halesowen Street 

* Ideal for first time buyers or those down sizing 

* Semi detached house 

* Two bedrooms 

* Re-fitted shower room and breakfast kitchen 

* Conservatory 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £134,950 


Carters Lane 

* Detached family house extended at rear 

* Scope for some upgrading and re-planning 

* Kitchen (utility, shower room, and store formec 
out of garage) 

* Three reception rooms 

* Three bedrooms * Bathroom with separate wc 

* Pleasant gardens EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £275,000 


Birmingham Kings Heath 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Birmingham 


Brierley Hill 


Rowley Regis 







Denford Grove 

* Traditional semi-detached house 

* Two reception rooms 

* Three bedrooms * Bathroom * Garage 

* Popular cul-de-sac location 

* In need of some general modernisation and 
improvement 

EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


Vicarage Road 

* Terraced house 

* Kitchen and lobby 

* Ground floor bathroom 

* Three bedrooms 

* Rear Garden 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £110,000 


Narrow Lane 

* Spacious Detached house 

* Three reception rooms 

* Study* Downstairs wc and utility 

* Five bedrooms one with en-suite 

* Bathroom 

* Pleasant garden and garage. 

EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £304,950 


Parkside 

* Semi-detached house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Shower room 

* Rear garden 

* Garage 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £121,250 


Victoria Road 

* End Terraced House * Three storey 

* Lounge * Fitted cloakroom 

* Three bedrooms * En-suite 

* Garage * Enclosed gardens 

* Gas boiler heating radiators 

* Double glazed windows 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £130,000 



High Street 

* To Let 

* Prominent Location 

* Lock-up Shop 

* Retail Sales Area, Kitchen and Washroom 

* Off-road parking 

* Lease by Negotiation 
EPC=C 

Annual rent of £6,000 




AflLA 


RICS 


Member of 


Agency Network 


A member of 


* Scriven*co*uk 
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Local 


Electricians 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting I 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more Jt 

/ L, Domestic/Industrial/Commercial work undertaken //\ 

Free quotations available Over 20 years ’ experience | 


Summer 
Deals now 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 

j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Driveways & Patios 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

Checka ade.comKSl 
01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


ELECTRICIAN | 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


LLECTR 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 

KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


MBfalectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: . 


mbelectric.co.uk 


£21 


MOT 


with this advert 
FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 




MOT 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering ★ New Fibreglass Roofs 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 




PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KS 
SERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 




Carpentry 


bcHVICcb 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



I 

i3 

IL 


yypm 25Years 
experience 

All aspects 
^ of carpentry 
inc: 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking and 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a FREE quote telephone 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 


l 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


LBTFencing 

All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

— FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 
www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



Fencing & Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■Call Stove on| 

H3*4 242891 or 17970 300586 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 




Computers 


Hal IHl 


• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC\ 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Decorating 



www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nkharrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 



MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 

Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

* Painters & 
A Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Plastering 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378’ 


OUSEHOLD- 

_U M BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Cl p All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Cii. Plastering 


t 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


am i 

, i 

^iW J 


Double Glazing 



MistMlSrajedUnite? 
Contact IIS lor a M quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 

windows, doors & 1- : / 

conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

/f / £*tesu244 eJJfUUettt A 

w w that u*Q+tt caU the. easittt S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com Wk 

Ofcrt.tsf Ifensa] A 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Can Parks 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 
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ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD ** 


Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
Landscaping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate »15 years experience • Fully insured 

01384847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservices.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 
_ Halesowen B63 2QB _ 


Oven Cleaning 




oven clean 


iM»—IBM 718264 I Professional Oven Cleaning Service 


Ml PIASMRS 


•hobs 


• extractors 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 


0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


f ic 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 
Re-upholstery, Repairs and 

CONTRACT '^DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

« Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
\or 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pi 


fully insured ✓ 

amazing results ✓ _ miA „ A11IAlIAA _ AAA , A 

no call out fee ✓ • microwaves • aga’s 

eco friendly chemicals ✓ • DDC| S • COOkeiS 
no smeii, mess or fuss ✓ • ranges • ovens 
we charge on the oven type... not how dirty it is ✓ 


CHRIS BREARLEY 

07972 342217 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

ID 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

B 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

BQ \ \ Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 
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t£* Local Specialists 
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Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


IMOW 

* 


Now Taking bookings for Summer 

Garden tidy up's 

Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 
No job too big or small 
Special rates for OAP's 
Gutters Cleaned 

Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 
Patios Jet Washed 


imer 


Please call: 0121 422 5818 / 07979 980951 




mmmsmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
1 Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 

www.ragardenservices.net 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

• CONTACT TREE CLIMBER 

• TREE REMOVAL 
CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659 692 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 


R & $ Gardens 

I All garden work undertaken 
I Hedges and lawns cut 
•General tidy and rubbish removed 
I Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 


Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 


FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 
Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 




AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofingukioutlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


WLLL 

CSLeKLILKLe 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 



Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 


SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 



no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 608 3522 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 



•Fascias • Sofits ‘Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



W aSES & @MB EME 




All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Plumbing & Heating 


24/7 

Emergency 

Call Out 



Solutions 




WORCESTER accredited installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

Affordable Breakdown Cover from just £9.99 per month 

Annual Boiler Service Boiler Repairs Heating Controls 
Hot & Cold Piping Gas Supply Pipe * Electrics 
Toilet & Taps Unlimited Call Outs 
; Internal & External Drains Gas Supply Pipe 
^ lO yr Boiler Replacement : Parts & Labour 
Water Supply pipe 


Call us now for the following services 

• Boiler Services - Bathroom Installations 

- Landlord Checks • Power Flushing 

- Full Central Heating Systems • Gas Appliance Installations 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions - All Domestic Plumbing Work 

• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office open 8am - 6pm Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk | www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

IwMtftCtiP' ; (All prices are plus VAT) S^^JORCESTER m|b EH5 
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KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Plumbing & Heating 


• Electrics (Domestic/ 
Commercial 
/Industrial) 

• Bathrooms fitted 



• Tiling 

• Electrics 

• Heating systems 

• Boiler repairs 


Tel: 07470 010012 


ECORATOHS WANTED 





To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

D 
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B 
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Express & Star 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


To Place 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


and follow the simple instructions 



your ad by text 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Simply text followed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Or// it.. 

You’ll 
L love \t\J 


To Reply to members 

call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 

TeXt... REPLY26 (leave space) box number 
(leave space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... then 
send to 80098 Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 characters). You 
must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for your 
safety and security. 



Dates in YOUR region 


n left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


JANE, very attractive blonde, own house in 
lovely village, car etc, loves travel to sunny 
places, entertaining, exercise WLTM male 
with similar interests. Text only Mailbox: 
5430085 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
ATTRACTIVE energetic mature lady, looking 
for well-travelled, solvent companion for 
holidays, dining out and days away. Text 
only Mailbox: 5502846 
KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde lady seeks 
discreet gent for daytime distractions. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3007 Box 421657 
BROWN eyed brummie female 65 smoker 
likes music, cinema, theatre, meals out, 
WLTM male 66 - 73 for LTR. Text only 
Mailbox: 5501142 



Follow us 
on 

e. I i i ly 


MANDY 44, fun flirty blonde, petite size 6-8, 
gorgeous green eyes seeks special male for 
friendship and uncomplicated love. Age 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422863 0 

FEMALE, 33, blue eyes, long blonde hair, 
pretty, slim, looking for Asian man to have 
some discreet no strings fun with. Text only 
Mailbox: 5495296 

GILL 61, slim dark eyed blonde seeks tall 
carefree male who is looking for someone 
special for fun times with no complications. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422843 0 


AFRICAN lady, 45 yrs, 5ft 8, slim, sensual, 
creative, interesting, looking for NSAfun with 
a man of means. Must be non-smoker. Text 
only Mailbox: 5475056 
RITA 41, exotic olive skinned female, friendly, 
chatty, loves to entertain, seeks loving honest 
male to pamper and make happy. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422723 0 
PETRIANA, 44, very attractive, voluptuous 
blonde, with old-fashioned values, seeks 
romantic down to earth male for a special 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422717 0 


LORNA 28, sensual blue-eyed blonde with a 
beautiful smile, seeking intelligent guy in 
good shape for new experiences and fun 
loving. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422491 0 


new experiences and adventures with. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422459 0 


LUCY, 49, just looking to enjoy life, can you 
help? seeks fun and good times in or out, 
nothing heavy just no strings meets. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422223 0 
CHRISTINE, 48, petite blue eyed brunette, 
attractive, many varied interests, looking for 
honest, caring, N/S romantic guy with GSOH 
to make my life complete again. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422245 0 


MALE, 49, 5ft10, brown hair, brown eyes, 
average looks, GSOH, OHAC, honest, 
romantic, animal lover, likes country pubs, 
walks along the canal and countryside, 
looking for somebody who is down to earth 
and fun loving. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:396440 | 


GUY WLTM attractive smart lady, likes a 
dance or 2 and enjoys days out. Text only 
Mailbox: 4823044 

MALE 57, tall, seeks mature female, 50-75, 
for close adult fun, any size or status. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422409 
MALE, 50s, tall, attractive, seeks mature 
female, 40-70, for mutual spanking. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422429 
ALAN, 49, genuine, builder, 6ft, six pack, 
GSOH, likes a laugh, lives in Coventry, 
wishes to meet a woman of any age for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422755 0 


JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

MATURE female 63 seeks assertive younger 
man 30-50 for adult fun. Must be discreet. 
Text only Mailbox: 5495834 
KERRY, 35yrs, married in open relationship, 
attractive, tall, slim and very presentable. 
Seeks discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 0906 515 3043 
Box 422363 

SINGLE tall blonde, 30yrs, bored of life's 
mundane routines looking for some discreet 
fun with likeminded man, any age/looks. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 423089 0 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 
CAROL, 44, brunette with plenty of spare 
time on her hands seeks special mature male 
for fun times together. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 423057 0 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, blonde 
and smart and broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box 421375 

SARAH 39, blonde hair, blue/green eyes, fun 
loving and romantic looking for new 
possibilities with well built, dark haired tactile 
male. Age unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 423093 0 
WENDY, mature, passionate ladylike 

divorcee seeks no strings casual 

friendship/fun with gent any age. Tel: 0906 
515 3035 Box 421605 
ALISON 28, feminine, outgoing, adventurous 
brunette who knows what she wants, seeks I 
fit, fun loving man to sweep her off her feet. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 423061 0 
JESS, pretty blonde lady. 29yrs, feminine 
and caring. Loves older mature men who are 
worldly wise. Looks unimportant must have 
GSOH. Text Only Box: 4000683 
SABINA, 35, outgoing attractive brunette, fit 
and carefree just looking for fun times without 
complications, maybe more later. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 423003 0 
KATRIANA, professional sincere lady, 48yrs, 
loves to have a good time. Very sensual and 
loves men of all ages. Please text me for a 
chat. Text Only Box 4148978 
EILEEN 49, lovely brunette, adventurous and 
eager to please seeks intelligent male to 
share the fun side of life together. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 423007 0 
YOUNG, big boobed, single mum. Looking 
for a fun guy, but wants to be spoiled. 
Relationship ideally but happy with no strings 
fun. Text only Mailbox: 5496828 
ATTRACTIVE slim 54yr old female looking 
for caring genuine male 50-58 yrs to wine and 
dine with, share nice times with, please get in 
touch. Text only Mailbox: 5395695 
TINA, 41, WLTM Muslim menT Indian 

Pakistani Kurdish or Turkish for daytime or 
evening fun, can accommodate, can travel, 
very discreet. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422927 

JACKIE, 49, dark hair, green eyes, cuddly 
build, likes going out, gym, reading, looking 
for an honest gentleman for 
friendship/possible relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422257 0 


CILLA, 40, tall blue eyed size 12 brunette, 

loves horses, country/beach walks, cosy I 
nights infront of fire, good wine/food, WLTM 
similar male who appreciates my interests. I 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422009 0 
SINGLE 40s, seeks Indian Pakistani Kurdish 
males, for no strings, day or evening fun, I am 
discreet, I can travel and I can accommodate. 
Midlands/Stoke on Trent. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422921 0 
ANNE, 40, pretty professional fun female with 
great curves, looking for fun and romance 
with down to earth male looking for similar. 
Any age/status. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422711 0 


BIRMINGHAM female 65, smoker, likes 
music, cinema, theatre, meals out, WLTM 
male 66 - 73 for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5474599 

70 years young attractive caring genuine 
lady, seeks honest reliable man for friendship 
days out and poss LTR. Bristol/Bath area. 

Text only Mailbox: 


MARILYN blue eyed curvy just right female, 
36, loves music, good wine, romantic strolls, 
cosy nights in, WLTM like-minded romantic 
for quality times. Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422227 0 
BROWN eyed brummie female, 65, smoker, 
likes music, cinema, meals out, WLTM male, 
66 -73, for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 4400186 


STAFFORDSHIRE man, 40, loves sport, 

music, dancing, politics, looking for 
friendship, possibly relationship, any 
age/race/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422955 
MALE 46, brown hair/eyes, average 
looks/build, loving, caring, understanding, 
seeks female to share good times with. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 410845 


FEMALE 38, large 
Indian/Pakistani/Kurdish male for daytime 
fun. Can Travel/accom. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417233 


PASSIONATE, broadminded curvy lady 67 
seeks very assertive discreet younger male 
25-45 for no strings fun, looks unimportant. 
Text only Mailbox: 5480845 
JULIE, petite, slim, attractive blonde young 
looking early 40's, enjoys wining, dining, 
theatre seeking good looking romantic male, 
45-55, for mutual spoiling. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422709 0 
LADY, 48, 5ft2, hazel eyes, brown hair, likes 
bowling, meals out, nights in, ice skating, 
looking for a toy boy, 30-42, who is fun and 
enjoys life to have a good time with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422679 0 


TIRED GP SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 
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JOIN THEM NOW! 




ITS AS SIMPLE AS 
*SEM0IMG A TEXT! 


MATCH TO 89990 
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ALISON, lonely shy blue eyed blonde, 46, 
just wanting to be loved, looking for caring 
man to pamper in return for mutual TLC. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422859 0 

BARBARA, 44, friendly and outgoing but 
lonely, seeking similar lonely male to pamper, 
enjoy fun times and affection with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422839 0 
MAUREEN, 38, pretty brunette, new to the 
area and very lonely, looking to meet 
someone understanding for convenient 
friendship, 30-60yrs. Can travel. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422815 0 
TINA, 43, young looking attractive single 
female looking for love, with similar lonely 
heart resorting to advertising in the hope of 
finding love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421613 0 

JACKIE 40, slim brunette, with sultry green 
eyes seeks tall guy with nice eyes who 
understands women, for some really good 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422819 0 

SARAH, brown hair, dark eyes, likes crafts, 
cooking, cinema, socialising, looking for a 
male friend, 30-35, possibly leading to 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422589 0 


PAT, petite blonde lady, GSOH, young 

looking for her age, seeks genuine gent any 
age with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422393 0 

RITA, , seeks a genuine male for friendship, 
days out, she’s very friendly, genuine and 
social, give her a call ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422403 0 
MERRY, widow, dark hair, kind and caring, 
hoping to meet a kind gent for friendship, 
possibly more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422339 0 

BARBARA, is a caring lady who seeks a 
man to care for, she will do anything to make 
you happy. Just give her a call today. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422411 0 
50YRS, old attractive lady. Sheila, caring 
honest, seeks discreet gent. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422469 0 
LOVELY lady, inside and out, very caring, 
loving nature, likes music, days out, 
countryside, poetry, long walks, meals in and 
out, looking for a gentleman, 65-80. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422525 
CARING, honest female, WLTM genuine 
gentleman for LTR in the West Midlands 
area. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422111 0 

NICOLA 32yr old slim sexy single mum 
looking for fun times maybe more with similar 
open-minded uncomplicated companion. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422487 0 
LUCY 37yrs 5ft 11 ins brunette, loves nightlife, 
socialising, having fun, looking for fun guy 
who can make me laugh and promises a 
good time. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422455 0 

EMMA 56, active and always on the go, 
seeks fit, active, country loving guy who 
shares passion for the outdoors. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 422443 0 


CLARA, 32yr old nurse who likes cosy nights 
in with a good bottle of wine and spending 
quality times with great company, if you feel 
the same pis get in touch. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422055 0 
JENNY, 48, single independent attractive 
lady, tall and leggy, sensual and looking for 
very special male friend. Only genuine callers 
pis. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422033 0 

Single Men 


WIDOW, 5ft2, looking for a gentleman for 
friendship, days out, meals out and for 
friendship and companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422657 
JEAN, 75, black hair, hazel eyes, medium 
build, likes dancing, singing, gardening, 
bingo, meals out, days out, Scotland, WLTM 
a gentleman any age for company and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422651 0 

SARA 34yr old single mum looking for a 
genuine male to make me laugh again and 
help put the spark back into my life. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422541 0 

JEAN, 75, lives in West Midlands, likes 
gardening, bingo, dancing, travelling, 
generally nice things, WLTM local gentleman 
for company and friendship, hoping to hear 
from you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422571 

JOANNE, 48, curvy black female, likes 
cooking, cinema, socialising, seeking 
friendship leading to LTR, must be honest, 
romantic, caring and loyal and have a GSOH. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422633 0 


out etc, looking for genuine caring male up to 
65yr for possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422439 0 


SHAUN, short black hair, mixed race, 5ft7, 
average build, looking for a lady, looks not 
important but a great personality is a must! 
Hanley area. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 423107 0 

JIMBO, friendly fun loving chap, 42yrs, own 
building company. Divorced, no kids. Wants 
a kind caring lady to spoil, any age, single 
mums welcome. Text Only Box: 4036422 
IAN, 5ft8, medium build, ohoc, late 50s, likes 
most things, holidays, gardening, motorbikes, 
wltm similar aged lady, 50-60, with nice per¬ 
sonality. Tel: 0906 515 3040 Box 421345 
MATURE male seeking fun times, Coventry 
area. Text only Mailbox: 4830151 
EDDIE, young looking 54, painter and 
decorator by trade, likes going out and having 
a good time, sport and all kinds of music, 
looking for a LTR with a caring, honest, 
trustworthy person, as I am. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 423113 0 
47 year old guy, seeks female, 30-42, in the 
Leamington Spa/Rugby area, for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 423105 
IRISH widower, 65? 5ft9, GSOH, WLTM a 

lady for friendship in the North Birmingham 
area. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4230710 


SHAUN, 49, brown hair, brown eyes, 
average looks, 16 and a half stone, good 
sense of humour, animal lover with loads of 
love and security to give to the right person. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418783 
JOE, semi retired, young looking and acting, 
slim and fit, 5ft8, considered good company, 
looking for daytime meets. Let’s see if we 
click. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422803 0 

SEMI retired business man, early 60s, well 
travelled, fit, tanned, good looking, solvent, 
very discreet, WLTM a female, 35-55, 
married or single, for wining, dining daytime 
fun. West Midlands or Staffs. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422805 
DAVE, passionate and tactile, lives alone, 
seeking similar female for company, no 
strings necessarily. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422973 0 

TALL, attractive male, 62, GSOH, enjoys the 
normal things in life, going out to staying in, 
holidays etc, seeks lovely active 
petite/slimmish lady, 62-72, for an nice 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422931 
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FEMALE, 67, young looking widow, 5ft2, 
green eyes, likes meals out, holidays, 
reading, WLTM gentleman of similar age, or 
older. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


IRISH male, 60s, 5ft9, independent, n/s, 
wishes to meet a lady in the Birmingham 
area. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 




KATHY, 45, curvy blonde seeking reliable 
honest man who can get me out of this rut I 
am stuck in, open to new ideas and looking 
for someone special? Give me a try. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422263 0 
KAREN 32 a hardworking petite blonde, 
enjoys nights out, music, etc, WLTM for more 
than just friendship with similar chilled, kind, 
easygoing guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422267 0 

FEMALE, looking for an honest, caring, 
easygoing male. I am divorced and like 
walks, going for meals, cinema and love 
dogs. Text only Mailbox: 4539974 
JOANNA, 49 years old, looking to meet a 
man for friendship 50/60 years old. Text only 
Mailbox: 5428223 


DAVE, 54, 5ft10, medium build, easy going, 
happy, looking for an attractive, loving and 
caring female, 45-65, for friendship and 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:423073 0 

MIKE 49, slim, young looks, seeks female, 
35-50 for friendship and going out. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 356651 


MARK, genuine male, 52, considered 
attractive, home owner, well travelled, likes 
keeping fit, looking for a lady for my soul 
mate, first time advertiser. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422935 
ANDY, single, 53, looking for a mature, sexy 
lady, age/looks unimportant, for fun and 
adventure. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


GENT 48, youthful outlook, likes countryside, 
keep fit, karaoke, seeks soul mate for fun 
times. N Shropshire. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 408411 


RETIRED male, caring person, looking for 
friendship. I am into music and I am quite 
witty. I also like going out on a Saturday night! 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422847 0 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


JO 45, hardworking nurse with crazy sense 

of humour, looking for fun male with plenty of 
ideas to spice up her spare time. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422545 0 
SARA 34yr old single mum looking for a 
genuine male to make me laugh again and 
help put the spark back into my life. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422541 0 


LORRAINE bored 36yr old looking for 
discreet no strings fun with likeminded 
uncomplicated male, any age/looks/status. 

Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422241 0 

SARA, 39, home owner, likes animals, 
tattoos and texting, looking for friendship 
hopefully leading to more. Get in touch! Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421455 0 


TALL male 56, seeks close adult fun with 
open-minded woman, 40 to 75, any status or 
size. Text only Mailbox: 5410860 
52 yr old male, average build, fit. lonely, 
seeks a lady for fun times, LTR, soul mate, or 
discreet dates, can travel. Text only 
Mailbox: 5418572 

1YR old male WLTM local lady for no strings 
fun and meets. Honest, kind, gentlemanly, 
can't accommodate. Coventry. Text only 
Mailbox: 5498485 

CARING male, 45, kind, loving, animal lover, 
seeks female with similar qualities. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 394149 


GENUINE male, 52, attractive, home owner, 
well travelled, loves live music, keeping fit, 
first time advertiser hoping to find a soul 
mate, 35-50. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422933 0 

LIKEABLE easy going honest white male, 
slim build, likes sport, country walks, music, 
theatre, pubs, eating out WLTM attractive 
lady for friendship/relationship. Text only 
Mailbox: 5489438 

NICK, 41,5ft7, Taurus, n/s, handsome, likes 
keeping fit, seeks female 30-40s, for 
friendship and relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421863 0 


VERY broadminded male, looking for some 
adult fun with a hot sexy female, any age, 
preferably broadminded too. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422823 0 
SEMI retired business man, early 60s, well 
travelled, fit, tanned, good looking, solvent, 
very discreet, WLTM a female, 35-55, 
married or single, for wining, dining daytime 
fun. West Midlands or Staffs. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422805 
JOE, semi retired, young looking and acting, 
slim and fit, 5ft8, considered good company, 
looking for daytime meets. Let's see if we 
click. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422803 0 

TALL, attractive, Shrewsbury male, 57, 
WLTM an attractive female, any age/status, 
for discreet daytime fun and excitement, 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422801 0 

MIKE, 50, tall, brown hair, happy go lucky 
and ready for anything, seeking a soul mate 
for good times ahead, West Midlands. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422799 0 
MALE, 5ft9, medium build, likes sports, 
WLTM a lady for daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422747 0 
SINGLE male 50 medium build looking for 
someone to show me the ropes age between 
60 - 85, txt only. Text only Mailbox: 
5423010 

42 yr old man seeking buxom, voluptuous, 
50+ lady for naughty NSA fun. Colour, race 
etc unimportant. Text only Mailbox: 
5480459 

RETIRED stonemason, dark hair, 5ft10, likes 
meals out, pubs, hotels, WLTM a young lady, 
status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422673 

JOHN, WLTM a young lady, 18-23, for fun, go 
to hotels etc. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422671 

Gay Singles 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


BI-CURIOUS male 57 looking for 40-56 yrs 
old bi-curious male for discreet fun. Text only 
4816135 0 

ANNIE, cross dresser transvestite, seeking 
another cross dresser transvestite for 
discreet fun and relationship, in the 
Shropshire area. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 423075 0 

YOUNG looking gay male looking for clean 
shaving male 40s 50s for friendship, maybe 
more. Text only Mailbox: 5492406 
MATURE male WLTM similar mature hairy 
male, Derbyshire/Staffordshire area for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422191 

Bl male, Leicester area, seeks males 55-70, 
for fun times, no strings, ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422825 0 
MALE, 56, seeks older male, 70-80, for close 
adult fun, married welcome. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421475 

Just Friends 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


GAY feminine female, blue eyes, GSOH, 
WLTM caring fern female for friendship or 
LTR. No children . Text only Mailbox: 
5448522 

PAT 67, attractive, likes reading, holidays, 
seeking female, 65-72 for friendship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 405985 


CALL CHARGES": DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT": Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT": 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES": By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 11/07/16 







































































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 



WILLBERBY STATIC 


Holiday home in rural Mid- 
Wales. Superb condition. 
Lounge/diner, kitchen, 2 bed, 
shower, toilet, on small, 
owner-only park. Ideal mature 
couple, fees paid to April 2017. 


24 hour service 


£6,950. 


Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


1 

Family 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 
PRIDE COLT EXECUTIVE 

front and rear suspension, 
smooth ride, solid tyres with 
alloys, full lighting package, 
looks and works great, 

£425 only. 

07836 279198. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER, 8MPH 

As new!! Only used a couple of 
times. Top of the range, immac¬ 
ulate condition, cost £2,595. 

Accept £895. 

07900 620049. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. Four 
wheels. Fits easily in a car boot. 
Ideal for shopping, days out and 
holidays. Can deliver. 

£285. 

07905 770683. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER Very good 
condition, four wheeler. 

£295. 

07508 311029. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



THORN CLUB tour 533S 21.5 inch 
manual bicycle, metallic blue, £700. 
01902 674442. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

Caravans 35x12 DG & CH from 
£15,000. 11 month holiday season. 
01584823433. www.bcpark.co.uk 


ACE PRESTIGE 

4 berth. 2004, end bathroom, 
seperate shower/toilet, sunroof, 
blow heating, all mod cons, fully 
equipped with awning and 
extras, immaculate condition, 
£3,900. 

01299 251018. 


KAMPA RALEIGH PRO plus 
awning, excellent condition with 
ground sheet £160. 

07790 841177 or 01384 863305. 


STATIC CARAVAN 35 X 10 

6-berth with decking, Mid 
Wales. Site fees paid for 2016. 
Dog friendly. 

£4,250 ono. 

07922 351352 No texts. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

With decking, on private plot, 
quiet site in Mid Wales, no age 
limit, 2 fishing pools, 20 minutes 
to nearest coast, ground rent 
included for 2016. 
£5,800 ono. 

Telephone 07555 303350. 


01591 610625. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07776373150 


TOURING CARAVAN WANTED, 

in need of repair, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 



FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 


www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 18th May 

07957 399964 

N 


3 

Home & 
Services 



NEUTRAL WOOL Carpet plus 

§ uality underlay. Immaculate 3m x 
m. 3m x 3.4m. £80. 

01902 896913. 



BLACK 2 SEATER leather suite, as 
new. £110. 

01922 402813. 


SOFA two matching chairs, M&S, 
immaculate, neutral colour. £350. 
01902 896913. 


FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE OF NELSON MANDELA NURSING HOME 
IN WOLVERHAMPTON, THE ENTIRE CONTENTS MUST BE SOLD! 

PUBLIC AUCTION B 
WED 20TH JULY 11AM ymSS) 

OVER 500 QUALITY LOTS FROM THIS MODERN WELL EQUIPPED NURSING HOME 
BEDROOMS - BATHROOMS - COMMERCIAL KITCHENS AND LAUNDRY 



BEDROOMS 

OVER 200 MATTRESSES & DIVANS, METAL BED SETS INCLUDING SOLITE 
LASER VARIABLE TILT METAL BEDS. CASA CLASSIC INTEGRAL SIDE 
RAIL DUAL HEADREST ADJUSTABLE. HIGH QUALITY BRAND NEW AND 
QUALITY USED WATERPROOF MATRESSES - SIDHIL SOFTREST, DYNA 
FORM JUPITER (MAX 26 STONE). WARDROBES, CHESTS, BEDSIDES, 
DRESSERS, CLINICAL WASTE BINS, PORTABLE LOCKING MEDICINE 
TROLLIES, BED PANS AND COMODES, ARJO MALIBU VARIABLE HEIGHT 
ASSIST BATH TUBS AND ACCESSORIES, ELECTRIC HOISTS, 

BATH CHAIRS. ARJO NINJA SLUICE SANITISERS (4). DISINFECTOR 
MACHINES, BED LINEN TOWELS, PILLOWS, LARGE QUANTITY OF 
BRAND NEW METAL & LEATHER BED FRAMES & MATTRESSES 

RESTROOMS 

70 QUALITY ORTHO WING CHAIRS, MANY NEW POWER TILT AND LIFT 
LEATHER AND FABRIC RECLINER CHAIRS. LEATHER AND OAK NEW 
DINING CHAIRS, HIGH BACK OAK DINING CHAIRS, OAK AND MELAMINE 
DINING TABLES, MANY BRAND NEW SOFA BEDS, DAY BEDS, 
OTTOMAN BEDS, LARGE QUANTITY OF NEW OAK/WHITE QUALITY 
BEDROOM SUITES, SEVERAL EXCLUSIVE FRENCH BEDROOM SUITES. 

KITCHEN 

FULLY EQUIPPED TOP OF THE RANGE STAINLESS STEEL 
COMMERCIAL DISHWASHERS, MOORWOOD VULCAN DOUBLE GRILLE, 
MONDIAL LARGE FRIDGE, STEAMERS, 6 BURNER COBRA COOKER, 
LARGE WARMER, LARGE STAINLESS DRAINERS, WORK SURFACES, 
SINK UNITS, MIXERS, MICROWAVES, LARGE TOASTERS, KETTLES, 
DRAINERS, HOTELWARE, POTS, PANS, FRYERS, CHILLERS, 

CHEST FREEZERS. 

WAREHOUSE 

PALLET TRUCKS - YALE ‘EDDISON’ DIESEL CDP040 
FORK LIFT TRUCK - SACK TRUCKS 


AUCTION CONDUCTED BY BFC GROUP AT: 

MARBLES WAREHOUSE 

161 GREAT BRIDGE STREET, WEST BROMWICH B70 ODG 


TELEPHONE: 0121 522 4071 / 07904 197955 / 07930 530981 

DELIVERY CONTRACTORS ONSITE 



□3 


t 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

SUNTON 6.5KW diesel generator, 
used only for half hour, cost £650, 
sell £500. 07552 605123. 


ALL BRASS / COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi toys 
and railways. 01902 745598. 

MAMOD STEAM engines/trains 
wanted all conditions, railway col¬ 
lections, Dinky, Corgi vehicles, any 
condition. 01902 745598. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

•WATCHES'COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 


A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 


ALL TOYS, CARS, LORRIES 
WANTED. 

All conditions 
*Dinky* *Corgi* *Spot-on* 
*Britains and Airfix* 
*Wilesco Steam 
Engines * Star Wars Figures * 
*Scalextric Pre 1970’s. 

* Tri-ang Minic motorways, 
cars or complete sets.* 
*Old Enamel Advertising 
Signs * Railway collections* 
*Pre 1970 Annuals wanted, 
Beano, Dandy, Rupert the 
Bear, etc* 

Plus Omega watches. 

01902 745598 / 07984 159571 


SPECTRUM GAMES WANTED 

also any old Crash magazines 
wanted. 

Please call 01902 892918. 

URGENTLY REQUIRED DVDs, 
CDs, games and small items. Good 
prices paid, can collect. 

07436 018819. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS: FREE 

Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation, wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


ppH 

WE WILL BEAT ANY 
i WRITTEN QUOTE: M 

4 Work Guaranteed m 




. Ml 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 




building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery 
V_ cleaning _ 


A CUSS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


IT WORKS 


“I am really 
pleased 
with the 
response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising!” 

Paul Westwood 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


gardening 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p< 
garden. 25 years experience. C: 
01902 713106/07813 184086. 


fencing 


PORTWfly 

re njcirjG 


SPECIAL OFFER 


0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 

Rd, W'bury 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Shops, Schools and Commercial clearances 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed. Carriers licence held 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


C 


painters 

decorators 


rj 


DECORATOR 

I ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 

07957 346 059 


plastering 


M&S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
SERVICES. For All Your Home and 
Garden Improvements. Over 30 
Years Experience. Call Mark or 
Sara on 07741 770897. 


removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all yoi 

Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


MR BEE 
REMOVALS 

FROM £20 P/H 

MEN WITH VANS FOR REMOVALS. 
SINGLE ITEMS, HOUSES, FLATS, 
OFFICES & CLEARANCE. 

(FULLY INSURED) 
07583 91 46 39 
07776 911 411 

mrbeeremovals@hotmail.co.uk 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 


Stourbridge 

Removals 


«_ij| 


20+ YEARS EXP 
Home, Office, 

Part loads, landlord 
clean & repair service. 

House clearances. 
Quality service guaranteed 
lowest rates 

C Call John - 07802 876 876 
office - 01562 640 640 


roofing 


T L Fowkes Roofing 
|& Building Solutions 


FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 
call or email 
07896 334 946 
t.fowkes@yahoo.co.uk 


| Experts In all roofing and building aspects 
Including: 

• Flat roofing • GRP roofing • Slate and tile roofing 
»uPVC and all major building works 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roo 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


ClassifiedAds 


IY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


GRINSELLS 
SKIP HIRE 


|IT WORKSl 

1 

FOR ME* 



Thanks to our 
Classified advertising 
in the Express & Star 
we are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us! 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KITTEN 8 weeks old, wormed, flead, 
litter trained, like to play, £40, loving 
home only. 01902 782005. 

TWO KITTENS 87* weeks old, one 
male tabby, one female 
black/white. £30 each to good 
home. 01902 218944. 

TWO KITTENS 87a weeks old, one 
male tabby, one female 
black/white. £20 each to good 
home. 01902 218944. 

WANTED HEALTHY Golden 
Labrador puppy, male or female, 
near Stourbridge. 01384 371958 or 
07990 548570. 

6 X 3FT AVIARY PANELS, all as 

new, unused, £22.50 each. Possi¬ 
ble delivery. 07904 938864. 
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36 ClassifiedAds 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOT I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



i nm.u.i.mmfc 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

ONE BEDROOM flat, Gornal, first 
floor, good condition, £300pcm. 
07958 339269. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton, from £85 pwk Single, 
£95 pwk DBL inc bills. No DSS. 
07970 717139 or 07940 116130. 



MOBILE HOME 


CH, DG, 2 double beds, kitchen 
diner, lounge, bathroom 
shower, garden, 5 minutes to 
shops/doctors/bus, quiet park 
in Broseley, Shropshire, pets 
welcome, no age restriction. 

£65,000 ono. 

01952 883554. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the 
value of £250go to: 

www. Bxpressandstar. com 
/bookanad 

*T&C’s apply 

scj** 4 r 

FreeAds 


properties wanted 



Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


405 air 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Jobs 


rork. Anything considered. 
Telephone 07871 194208. 




Motoring 





BMW 120D SPORT 


Diesel, black, 2.0L, 2006, fsh, 
10 months MoT, tinted rear 
windows, new discs and pads, 
152k, CD player, smart inside 
trims, lady owner, lovely car. 

£3,395 ono. 

Telephone 07967 779910. 


CITROEN C4 2008, 2 door hatch¬ 
back, 1.6 VTR petrol, blue, 36,000 
miles, fsh, MoT, good condition/ 
runner. £2,695 ono. 07847 456061. 

FORD FIESTA 1.2 05 reg, 5dr hatch, 
silver, 2 lady owners, full MoT, 
super car, good runner, excellent 
condition £1,570. 07739 420749. 

FORD FIESTA 1.2,12 plate, silver, 3 
door, 12 months MoT, very good 
condition, cheap to run. £3,500 
ono. 07860 655421. 

KIA RIO 1.5 diesel, 58 reg, black, 
good condition, low miles, £30 tax, 
AC, EW, very economicle. £2,995 
ono. 01562 755739. 


very good condition, just serviced, 
MoT, £2,599 o.n.o 07785 384166. 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


01902 317878 


FORD FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 

(09) 2009, 3dr, SH, 26,000 
miles, metallic red, colour 
coded interior, 12 months MoT, 
2 keys, any trial, very clean and 
genuine car. 

£5,250. 

Contact David 07503 000940. 


FORD FOCUS 1.0LTR 

62 (2012), 22,000 Miles, Artie 
White, e/w and mirrors, air con, 
fsh, alarm, MoT, Alloys, Stereo, 
spots, Tinted r/w, alloys, very 
good condition 
£7,350 

07717 654551 


HYUNDAI i30 

Dec 59 reg, 24,500 miles, 
silver, 5-dr, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, MoT, one 
owner, FSH. 
Excellent condition. 
£3,750. 

01384 820381. 


VAUXHALL CORSA, 1.2 SXi, 07 
plate, MoT’d, low mileage, good 
condition, must sell, £3,000 ono. 

01902 570010 or 07754 797895. 



VOLKSWAGEN POLO 
MODA 

1.2 Sporty Special Edition, 
2011, metallic jet black, alloys, 
full service history, MoT, 5 
doors, low tax. Bluetooth CD, 
ideal under 25’s. 

£5,150 ono. 

07779 332203. 


^BSB 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN BERLINGO 
MULTISPACE 

1.9 Diesel, 05 reg, 93,000 
miles, full MoT, serviced, new 
tyres and clutch, very good 
condition. 

£1,500 ono. 

Telephone 07512 766972. 


DAIHATSU CHARADE 1.0SL auto¬ 
matic, 2005, PAS, 6 months MoT, 
43,000 miles, 5Dr, air bags, alloys, 
radio, £800 o.n.o. 07759 810712. 


FORD FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 

5 door, (1999), metallic green, 
one lady owner since new, 
MoT, alloy wheels, new tyres, 
76,500 miles, great little car. 
Registration MOH. 

£500. 

07836 339569. 


FORD MONDEO Turbo Diesel 
LX02, full MoT, as new tyres, very 
good condition. £475 ono. 07486 
465406. 

FORD MONDEO Zetec TDi, 03, 
MoT, 105,000 miles, excellent car, 
£650. 01902 336053. 

JAGUAR X-TYPE 2.0 V6 SE, petrol, 
manual, 2003, two owners, 73,000 
miles, MoT October, lovely, £950. 
Stafford. 01785 662224. 


ROVER 45 1.6L 

51 reg, 61 k+, 5 door hatch, met 
blue, 12 months MoT, recent 
gasket, water pump, new 
battery, a/c, abs, CD, srs, hrw, 
e/w, good condition. 

£475. 

0121 354 3881. 


ROVER 75 1.8 SE 2002, 1 years 
MoT, Immaculate, 57,000miles, all 
extras. £495. 07570 466779. 

TOYOTA RAV 4 03 reg, very reli¬ 
able, average miles, blue metallic, 
11 months MoT. £850 ono. 

07938 598881. 


condition, 1.0, long MoT, low 
mileage, top of range. £700 ono. 
01902 756922 / 07870 959324. 


, try goc 
£2,300. 07966 745797. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 973cc, 3dr, 
petrol, 8 mnths MoT, new 
clutch/tyres, regular service, 
110,000 miles. £250. 07934 
249549. Willenhall. 


413444, 0121 531 8316. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


side jdicL HU_ 

12 months MoT, very good condi 
tion, £4,250. 07836 5 


VAUXHALL MOVANO 2.2TD 

LWB maxi roof, 3.5T panel van, 
2002, 52 plate, 160,000 miles, 
diesel, manual, 2.2L 89bhp, 
white, MoT 6 months. 

£1,100 o.n.o. 

01562 883276. 


Homer’s 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100/01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



accessories & | 
y services I 

BOX TRAILER 6x4x4, galvanised. 
£375. 

07565 967660. 

MGF/TF HOOD rear windows, zip in 
type, black, 1 plastic, £90, 1 glass 
heated, £150. Excellent condition. 
0121 5857210/07763 226415. 


KB 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 


ATTRACTIVE, lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 789181. 


ATTRACTIVE MALE, 56 

Slim-Medium build, own house 
and car, no ties, kind and 
caring, enjoys theatre, cinema, 
country pubs, eating in and out, 
weekends away, holidays 
abroad. 

WLTM attractive slim female, 
52-58 to share life together, 
being there for each other. 
Photo please, will return. 

Box Number P20430, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


GENTLEMAN 60’S 

Well off, own house and car. 
Would like to meet a lady for 
relationship / friendship. 

All usual activies. 

Any area. 

52-64. 

Able to drive an advantage. 

Box Number P20434, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 


I AM LOOKING FOR MY SON 

Mr A. Lewis. 

Last seen Wolverhampton. 
Please get in touch. 

Box Number P20436, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


rC rC W 

LADY EARLY 80’s 

Looking for gentleman Friend, 
similar age for friendship and 
company to spend time 
together. 

Local to Wombourne, Dudley, 
Kingswinford and surrounding 
areas. 

Box Number P20433, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

rC rT 


MIDDLE AGED LADY 

Would like to meet Female for 
day trips, shopping, garden 
centre etc. 

Box Number P20435, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


0 % 

BRADMORE SOCIAL F.C. 

With teams in the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Sunday 

League are looking for quality 
players to come and join our 
established club. 

Players for all positions 
considered, especially Centre 
Backs and Goalkeepers for the 
2016/17 Season. 

Well run club with excellent 
facilities. 

Telephone 

Paul Caron 07768 654221. 


> 


WOMBOURNE WARRIORS 


Require players 18 years old 
and above for the forthcoming 


Please call Wayne 


07982 723596. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CREMATION PLOT BUSHBURY 

Level ground, adjacent Underhill 
Lane and Car Park, between gates. 
£500.01785 282747. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

\w% 

l=: » 

Classified. las 


Star»*Travel 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 



Explore the world with 

Riviera Travel 

A selection of fascinating European and 
worldwide escorted tours by air and 
Eurostar. 

Riviera Travel has been carefully researching 
and thoughtfully crafting an enticing range of 
European and worldwide guided tours plus a 
selection of short breaks, for over 30 years. 

Their holidays are for the traveller looking for 
something just a little bit different and offer a 
perfectly balanced combination of the ‘must 
see’ classic sights and delightful ‘hidden gems’ 
- uncovered through extensive research of local 
areas. 

Choose from a selection of hand-picked jewels 
in undiscovered parts of Spain, Croatia, Malta, 
or Italy, shorter breaks by Eurostar to Paris, 
Bruges or Normandy, or choose more unusual 
destinations such as Iceland or Russia. 

There is also the chance to travel further afield 
and discover a wide variety of once-in-a-lifetime 
destinations including places such as America 
and Canada, India, Japan, or New Zealand. 

New for 2016, Riviera has introduced Australia 
to their portfolio. Here, there are plenty of things 
to see and do including the chance to visit 
Ayers Rock, spend time in Melbourne, Sydney 
and Cairns, and enjoy a catamaran cruise to the 
Great Barrier Reef. 
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Spectacular 
package in 
new Superb 
Skoda estate 

By John Griffiths 


Skoda’s new Superb Estate is a big car - and 
it needs to be just to carry off its impressive 
array of awards just a few months after its 
launch. 

With prices from under £20,000 its combination of 
comfort, low running costs and sheer space set the 
standard in its class, and indeed leave manufacturers 
of cars at twice the price somewhat red-faced. 

It isn’t only the critics and fleet managers who are 
impressed by the Superb: while overall sales are still 
overshadowed by the enduringly popular Fabia and Oc- 
tavia, the Skoda flagship’s figures are up by a staggering 
80 per cent. 

Space is the Superb’s forte. The rear seats easily ac¬ 
commodate three adults and with an impressive 157mm of 
rear leg room there’s little to compare outside the world of 
stretched limos. 

Then there’s the estate’s 595 litres of cargo space - 
stretching to 1,950 litres with the rear seats folded. 

While it sits on the same platform as the Superb hatch, the 
estate is actually 47mm wider, too, for even more shoulder 
room. 

The wheelbase is stretched by 80mm, so that the estate 

- which shares the same sculpted lines as the hatchback 

- looks long, low and purposeful, with minimal overhangs. 
It helps to make best use of interior space and improves 
the larger car’s handling characteristics. The styling works 
so well it almost belies the sheer practicality of this serious 
load-lugger. 

The test car rejoiced in the rather unwieldy name of SEL 
Executive Greenline trim, which basically means that at 
£26,715 it comes with a high specification but its accent is 
nevertheless firmly on fuel and tax efficiency. 

Powered by a 1.6 litre, 120PS turbo diesel it claims an 
average economy figure of 76.4mpg and a tax-busting 95g/ 
km of C02 emissions - so no VED and low benefit-in-kind 
rating. 

That figure is, for a car of this size, pretty staggering: 
around 60mpg is probably a little more realistic in real-world 
driving, but it’s still impressive. 

Its 0 to 62mph time is 11.1 seconds but that may be a little 
misleading: after all, who buys a big estate to take part in the 
traffic lights grand prix. 

What is more important is that the 250Nm of torque from 
just 1,600rpm, provides plenty of pulling power from low 
speeds, flexibility through the gears and flowing, relaxed 
progress, 


Options 

Driving is effortless, and the estate never feels its true size 
as you thread your way along winding rural roads. 

There are other engine options, of course, including tur¬ 
bocharged petrol units producing from 125 to a whopping 
280PS (the latter reserved for the all-wheel drive Superb 
variant). 

There also 2.0 litre diesel options, with power outputs 
from 150 to 190PS. Some of those offer more rapid accel¬ 
eration, but none match the 1.6TDi Greenline’s economy 
figures, zero road tax and lowest (19 per cent) company car 
tax, which may make it the top choice for fleets. 

The test car’s equipment list is a long one, with 17-inch al¬ 
loys, seven airbags, dual zone climate control, electric win¬ 
dows and door mirrors, and electrically powered tailgate, 
rear parking sensors, headlamp washers and an eight-inch 
colour touchscreen for the satnav, audio and connectivity 
systems. 

It also comes with adaptive cruise control, a radar-based 
system which helps to keep you a safe distance from the car 
in front: when traffic slows, so do you, and when it moves 
freely again you accelerate to your chosen setting. 

If you’re not using it, for example around town, there’s a 
front assist system with emergency braking to prevent rear- 
end shunts. 

There is also a full range of electronic safety systems, 
from stability and traction programmes to hill hold assist and 
cornering brake control. 

The top specification, most powerful and four wheel drive 
Superb Estate costs almost £36,000 which may sound ex¬ 
pensive but in comparative terms it still has the competition 
beaten. 

But at entry level, for £19,840 (£800 more than the equiv¬ 
alent hatchback) the estate’s combination of space, comfort 
and practicality offer great value for money: you could pay 
more for a modest family hatchback. The Greenline costs 
more but promises considerably reduced running costs in 
tax and fuel. 

Given its qualities it comes as no surprise that the car has 
already won numerous best estate and car of the year titles. 
It even has the canine vote - specially adapted versions are 
now being used as police dog carriers. 




Vauxhall 

2014/14 Ampera Electron Cvt Red, 18044 miles. £15,995 

2013/13 Astra Energy 1.4 5dr, Red, 15892 miles. £7,995 

2013/13 Astra 5Dr HAT 1.7CDTi Exclusiv 110 Technical Grey, 39109 miles £8,995 

2013/13 Astra Se Cdti S/S S/T Silver Lightning, 8190 miles. £10,799 

2013/13 Astra Sri Cdti S/S Grey, 18791 miles. £9,799 

2013/13 Adam HAT 1.2 70ps Glam GRP Greenspo, 25000 miles. £7,495 

2012/61 Antara 5Dr 2.4 Exclusiv Black, 38703 miles. £7,995 

2009/09 Agila Club Auto Blue, 37207 miles. £4,991 

2015/15 Combo 2300 L1H1 Cdti Ss E Star Silver, 1073 miles. £11,400 

2013/13 CorsaVxr3drBlue, 18500miles. £10,495 

2013/63 Corsa 3Dr HAT 1.6T 205ps VXR Olympic, 33000 miles. £9,995 

2015/15 Corsa 1.2 Excite A/C 5dr, Royal Blue, 12000 miles. £9,491 

2012/62 Corsa 1.2 Exclusive 5dr a/c, Silver Lightning, 35000 miles. £5,995 

2012/62 Corsa Active Ac, Wh ite, 18423 m i les. £5,995 

2012/62 Corsa Active Ac 5dr, Grey, 23207 miles. £5,999 

2009/09 Corsa Active Plus Ef Cdti 5dr 1.2, Silver, 8470 miles. £4,995 

2008/08 Corsa Club A/C 3dr 1.2 Silver, 67653 miles. £3,495 

2008/08 Corsa Club A/C Auto 5dr, Silver, 21610 miles. £4,999 

2013/63 Corsa Energy Ac 3dr Red 5839 miles. £6,291 

2011/11 Corsa Excite Ac 3dr 1.2 Black 41000 miles. £5,295 

2013/13 Corsa Exclusiv Ac 1.2 5dr Grey 42860 miles. £5,999 

2013/62 Corsa S Ac 3dr 1.2 Silver 28948 miles. £5,999 

2013/13 Corsa Se Orange 3697 miles. £8,499 

2015/15 Corsa Se 5dr 1.2 Green 9058 miles. £8,995 

2013/13 Corsa Se Auto 1.4 5dr Red 21377 miles. £7,791 

2015/15 Corsa Se Ecoflex 1.4 5dr Silver 16033 miles. £8,995 

2015/15 Corsa Se Ecoflex 5dr 1.4 Red 16062 miles. £8,995 

2015/65 Corsa Sri Cdti Ecoflex S/ 5dr Black 5465 miles. £11,495 

2015/15 Corsa Sri Vx-Line S/S 3dr 1.4 Black 1077 miles. £10,995 

2013/13 Cascada 2.0Turbo 140 SE S/S CDT Gold 12470 miles. £12,995 

2012/62 GTC CPE 2.0CDTi SRI Red 30300 miles. £10,495 

2013/13 Insignia Elite Nav Cdti 5D Olympic 36593 miles. £11,799 

2013/13 Insignia Elite Nav Cdti Silver Lightning 6427 miles. £13,399 

2013/13 Insignia Elite Nav Cdti 5dr White 33405 miles. £12,199 

2015/65 Insignia Sri Nav Cdti S/S Black 14092 miles. £13,495 

2013/63 Insignia Techline Cdti Ec Silver 35591 miles. £10,995 

2012/12 Meriva Exclusiv Ac 5dr Blue 23737 miles. £6,295 

2013/13 Meriva Exclusive 5dr Grey 20247 miles. £7,495 

2015/15 Mokka Exclusiv Cdti Ecofl Grey 11744 miles. £13,995 

2015/15 Mokka Exclusiv Cdti S/S 1.7 Red 14893 miles. £13,995 

2015/64 Mokka Exclusiv Turbo S/S Blue 20985 miles. £11,995 

2015/15 Viva SI Red 7963 miles. £8,495 


2014/14 Zafira Tourer Exclusiv Cd Silver 36094 miles . £10,995 

2015/65 Zafira Tourer Sri Turbo Grey 8231 miles . £14,000 

2013/62 Zafira Design Cdti Grey 29110 miles . £8,495 

Suzuki 

2014/14 S-cross 5Dr 1.6 Ddis SZ3 Boost Black 23585 miles . £9,995 

2014/14 Alto Sz White 9211 miles . £4,999 

2009/59 Swift Glx 5dr Turquoise 41286 miles . £4,495 

2016/16 Swift Sz-L Blue 10 miles . £11,495 

2015/15 Celerio HAT 1.0 SZ3 Dualjet 5dr Ablaze Red 6382 miles . £7,495 

2013/13 Swift Sz-L Black 17749 miles . £8,495 

Chevrolet 

2010/60 Chevrolet Captiva Lt Vcdi 4x2 Black 43666 miles . £7,999 

2010/10 Chevrolet Matiz Se 5dr Blue 46655 miles . £2,999 

2013/63 Chevrolet Spark Ls Grey 16000 miles . £4,495 

2013/13 Chevrolet Spark Ls Black 35891 miles . £4,995 

2013/63 Chevrolet Spark Lt Silver 9780 miles . £5,295 

2011/11 Chevrolet Spark Plus 5dr Silver 45000 miles . £3,995 

2014/63 Chevrolet Trax Ls Grey 24600 miles . £9,495 

2013/63 Chevrolet Spark LS 1.0 5dr Urban Titanium Grey 32145 miles . £4,495 

2013/62 Chevrolet Aveo LT 1.2 5dr Grey 20584 miles . £4,999 

2013/13 Chevrolet Spark LS 1.0 Green 16996 miles . £4,995 

Other Makes 

2013/13 Audi A1 Sport Tdi Silver 24941 miles . £11,995 

2012/12 Citroen Ds3 Dstyle + E-Hdi White 40843 miles . £8,491 

2010/10 Citroen Ds3 Dstyle Hdi 90 White 42222 miles . £6,999 

2010/60 Fiat 500 Lounge 3dr White 45479 miles . £5,995 

2014/14 Ford Fiesta 3Dr ZETEC Red 28528 miles . £8,295 

2013/13 Ford Fiesta Titanium 5dr Silver 13936 miles . £9,495 

2014/64 Ford Focus Zetec Navigator Tur 5dr White 13250 miles . £10,999 

2012/12 Foiri Kuga 5Dr 2.0TDCi 4x4 TDCI Black 39123 miles . £13,995 

2007/07 Honda Fr-V Es l-Vtec Black 81200 miles . £5,999 

2013/13 Honda Jazz l-Vtec S 5dr White 8267 miles . £7,999 

2009/59 HONDA CIVIC ES l-CTDI Silver 51895 miles . £5,995 

2014/64 Kia Picanto 2 Pink 5960 miles . £7,495 

2015/15 Nissan Juke VisiaBlue 18007 miles . £9,995 

2012/61 Nissan Micra Visia Cvt Grey 22461 miles . £5,495 

2014/64 Renault Clio D-Que M-Nav Energy T Black 10000 miles . £10,999 

2014/14 Skoda Yeti Outdoor L&K Tdi Cr 4 Black 12496 miles . £17,999 

2013/13 Skoda Yeti S TDi CR 4x4 5dr White 9000 miles . £11,995 

2013/13 Skoda Yeti Se Plus Tsi S-A Grey 18751 miles . £12,995 

2013/62 Toyota Yaris Tr Vvt-1 3dr Silver 25444 miles . £7,295 

2008/08 Toyota Yaris SR D4-D Silver 32653 miles . £5,295 

2014/14 Volkswagen Polo Match Edition 5dr Silver 32347 miles . £8,495 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Road, Halesowen B63 3NH Tel: 0121 503 0001 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 
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Added kudos for XC90 


By Matt Joy 

Volvo’s XC90 has been around 
for a little over a year, but in that 
time, it’s already secured a stack 
of awards and is proving hugely 
popular with buyers too. It mixes 
sensible design with attractive 
looks and is even more spacious 
and practical than the old car. 

But now the crowing glory of the 
XC90 range has arrived in the shape 
of the T8 model. Combining a 2.0-litre 
petrol engine that is both turbocharged 
and supercharged, with an electric 
motor and battery pack makes the T8 
a plug-in hybrid, and one that has the 
potential to deliver some impressive 
performance and economy figures. 

Only the keenest of eyes will be able to 
distinguish the T8 from its conventional sib¬ 
lings. Chiefly, it is the discreet badges front 
and rear that are the most obvious changes, 
but also the additional filler flap on the front 
wing which gives access to the charging 
connections. This car then doesn’t make a 
fuss about its capabilities; it is as discreetly 
handsome as all the other XC90s you can 
buy. 

That’s no doubt part of the reason why it 
holds so much kerb appeal. 

Where much of the competition has de¬ 
cided that bold or even brash is the way to 
design a large SUV, the more subtle Volvo 
approach is welcome. 

It’s not just a pretty face however, as the 
XC90 is even more of a family wagon than 
before. Up front there’s acres of space, 


even with the wide transmission tunnel, the 
second row is comfortable and spacious too 
while the third row is one of the more useful 
in the class and is easy to access too. The 
boot is useful in seven-seat mode and huge 
in five-seat configuration, and plumping for 
the air suspension means you can raise and 
lower the rear end for easier loading. 

Once installed in that attractive cabin, 
there’s little to tell you that the XC90 T8 has 
a significantly different powertrain. It has four 
modes to marshal what’s available; hybrid, 
where the car sorts out the best use of en¬ 
ergy for itself, pure which uses electric only, 
power mode where both petrol engine and 
electric motor work at the same time to give 
four-wheel-drive and finally save mode, 
where the battery’s charge is maintained un¬ 
til you choose to use it. 

Seamlessly 

In hybrid mode, the petrol engine is 
dormant at low speeds and while the battery 
is charged, but should you prod the accel¬ 
erator hard enough, it chimes in seamlessly. 
As with a regular hybrid you can add charge 
back into the battery by careful use of the 
brakes, helping it to reach the claimed elec¬ 
tric-only range of 27 miles. 

On the flip side, in power mode the T8 
is something of subtle rocket ship. There’s 
401 bhp available with both engine and mo¬ 
tor combined, enough to propel it to 62mph 
from rest in only 5.6 seconds. Using it this 
way means higher fuel consumption of 
course, but the official NEDC combined fig¬ 
ure of 134.5mpg and 49g/km of C02 means 
it qualifies for the Government grant. 

There’s no doubt the T8 is a relatively ex¬ 
pensive car - £60,455 in Momentum guise 
as tested here - but if it suits the way you 



If you have almost any 
combination of kids and 
adults, the XC90 T8 can 
cope with it 


need to use your car, it also has the poten¬ 
tial to be very cheap to run. 

The specification is also quite lavish; sat¬ 
ellite navigation on the large 9-inch touch¬ 
screen, powered leather seats, aluminium 
trim, 19-inch alloy wheels and a power tail¬ 
gate to name just a few. 

If you have almost any combination of 
kids and adults, the XC90 T8 can cope with 
it, making it a superb family vehicle. On the 
other hand, if you have to commute into a 


city, having that saved electric mode is a 
handy bonus, especially as you can relax 
in the sumptuous cabin while you do it. It’s 
a luxury car for sure, but one that justifies 
the expense. 

This car summed up in a single word: 
Capable 

If this car was a: a stereo, it would be 
tasteful, capable of incredible sounds, but 
also smart enough to cut your electricity 
bills at the same time 



/Bumper scuffs /Kerbed alloys 



/Paintwork scratches /Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won't dent your pocket 




DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 



Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


expressandstar.com/drivetime 

























Batth and Lescott top hitlist of Green discoveries 


JOLEON Lescott, Mark Davies 
and current Wolves skipper Dan¬ 
ny Batth top the list of Les Green’s 
‘finds’. 

Lescott is the most successful player 
Green has unearthed with his stellar 
displays for Wolves earning him a switch 
to Premier League outfit 
Everton. 

His career boomed with 
top-flight title success with 
Manchester City and 26 
England caps. 

Spells with Albion and 
Villa followed, but if it 
wasn’t for Green’s dedica¬ 
tion to duty, Lescott may 
never have found his way 
to Molineux. 

“What used to hap¬ 
pen on a Sunday is that 
most scouts 
would go out 


Danny Batth 



on the morning, go back and have some lunch 
and then they wouldn’t go out in the after¬ 
noon,” said Green. “I would do the morning, 
go back to have a bite to eat and go out again 
in the afternoon. 

“One Sunday I was thinking I will go out 
locally, I won’t go far. So I went to the Old 
Wulfrunians ground and they were play¬ 
ing Greenborne Harriers in an under-13 
game. And there was this midfielder, 
box to box, good attitude, worked 
hard. 

“His parents came over be¬ 
cause they had seen me in 
watching their elder son Aaron. 

All the scouts liked Aaron and he 
was at Villa. Joleon sort of went 
under the radar. 

“I said ‘he is a good player, he 
is busy, would he like to come to 
Wolves?’ 

“I passed their details on to 
Rob Kelly and he called him up. 

They signed him and made him a 
centre-half. It’s as lucky as that.” 


Mark Davies 


Green had high hopes for Davies and was 
disappointed when he left Molineux for Bol¬ 
ton. 

“I used watch some of them more than 
once, but not with the good ones, not with 
Mark Davies, you only needed to see him 
once,” said Green. “He stood out like a 
sore thumb. He was outstand¬ 
ing but we couldn’t sign 
him then because he 
was too young. I got him 
in for training and the 
rest is history. 

“It was disappointing 
when he left. The former 
academy boss Chris Evans 
knew all about the players 
at Wolves and he took Mark 
to Bolton, I think they paid 
£2m for him.” 

But while Green was 
thrilled to see Lescott and 
Davies progress, be bristles 
with pride when Batth’s name 
is mentioned. 



“Geoff Coleman, the Villa scout, liked him 
and took him to Villa but they bombed him 
out when he was about 10 or 11. 

“Tony Lacey at Wolves then mentioned 
to me one day that the under-11s had some 
good players but nothing at the back. And I 
thought shall I? 

“I phoned up Danny’s 
manager and his mum, 

Stella, and said I was going 
to give him a go. He came 
in and Tony said ‘OK we 
will go with him’. It was 


his attitude. His mental¬ 
ity is so strong and it is 
to this day. If you could 
bottle what he has got 
every player would be 
great. 

“At every level 
Danny has had to 
overcome barriers 
and he has got where 
he is because 
of his atti- Joleon Lescott 



tude. He is a leader too. He likes to lead and 
he is a strong lad in the dressing room. 

“He is someone the players look up to be¬ 
cause he works his socks off all the time. 

“There is no side to him and no big head on 
him. Everybody had doubts including me, I 
just admire the guy. I am a great fan of Danny 

Batth.” 

Green still keeps in touch with Batth 
and offers a reassuring voice when 
things aren’t going well. “Danny con¬ 
tacted me while I was in Portugal for a 
race recently, he was in the Algarve at the 
same time,” said Green. 

“I messaged him after the West Ham 
game in the FA Cup last season, I thought 
he was superb that day. 

“And I will get in touch if things are going 
bad. 

“When Joleon got into the first team I sent 
him the report I had put in on him. 

“I was proud of him when he got in the 
England team.” 

“I did my job. Players make scouts, scouts 
don’t make players.” 
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Les Green with shirts on his stairs from some of the players he ‘found’ 


Marathon man who ran 
up years as Wolves scout 


THERE will be plenty of young starlets 
keen to catch the eye when the football 
season swings back into action - but 
one of the best talent-spotters in the 
area won’t be there to cast an eye over 
the hopefuls. 

After 23 years trekking up and down touch- 
lines around the Midlands, 77-year-old super 
scout Les Green has finally decided to hang up 
his boots. 

Green was a familiar face around the school and 
park pitches across the region, charged with the task 
of unearthing a few gems for Wolves. 

And having spotted Danny Batth, Mark Davies, 
Elliott Bennett, Nathaniel Mendez-Laing and Liam 
McAlinden - and seen them all go on to play for the 
Molineux men’s first team, he quickly became one of 
the most respected scouts in the area. 

He also discovered Joleon Lescott, who went on to 
play for England and claim Premier League honour 
with Manchester City. 

Respect 

Another nine of Green’s ‘finds’, Ashley Vincent, 
Matthew Barnes-Homer, Amari Morgan-Smith, 
Chris Cornes, Jordan Fitzpatrick, Lee Collins, Kyle 
Bennett, Myles Storey and Josh Craddock ah went 
on to play for professional clubs after leaving Wolves. 

“I have had the time of my life,” said Green, who 
was born in Ilford, Essex and picked up the Wolves 
bug after first watching them at Charlton in 1949. 

“When people that have been in the game ah their 
lives respect a goalkeeper that played in Division Six 
of the Wolverhampton Sunday League for Claregate 
United on the racecourse at Dunstall, that’s a hell 
of a step. 

“When they respect your opinion because you have 
had success in the past, that’s very rewarding.” 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“The ones that get signed 
are the ones with the strong 
mentality. They want to win 
and are competitive.” 


Green’s obsession with Wolves began as a young¬ 
ster and eventually saw him move to the area in 1967. 

“I am from Ilford but I became a Wolves fan at 
11 much to my father’s disgust, he was a West Ham 
fan,” he said. “My dad took me to see them play Char¬ 
lton in 1949 and that was it, I was hooked. 

“I used to have The Pink (Sporting Star) and I used 
to come up and watch when I could afford it. 

“I moved up here in 67. I got a transfer through 
the company I worked for, the Post Office Telephones 
which is now BT. 

“I was able to buy a house in Wolverhampton which 
I could never have done in Ilford. I was next to my 
football club. It was the football club that brought me 
up here. 

“The people in London that I worked with thought 
I was stark raving mad. When I came up here it was 
during the time of Enoch Powell’s Rivers of Blood 
speech. Wolverhampton’s image was just about rock 
bottom. They thought I was going to the depths of 
hell but in fact I was going to Bilbrook.” 

Green’s opportunity to work with Wolves came via 
a chance meeting with legendary Midlands scout Ron 
Jukes who was working for the club. 

“When I worked at BT I got myself pretty well- 


known, I became a manager within the structure. 
Alan Parsons, who worked on the sales side, was 
manager of Boldmere St Michaels,” he said. “I used 
to go around the non-league games and Alan intro¬ 
duced me to Ron. We got talking and he said ‘do you 
get around much?’. 

“I said I like to get round non-league grounds and 
he gave me his card and said ‘if you see anything let 
me know’. 

“Things went from there and I joined as a school¬ 
boy scout in the centre of excellence, that was 23 
years ago. 

“Tony Painter, who was Ron’s assistant, would 
ring me on a Friday and say, ‘can you go and watch 
Cannock schools play or Wolverhampton schools?’. 

Mentality 

“I would go and then put a report in on any players 
that I saw. Something I discovered at the start, is that 
the ones that get signed are the ones with the strong 
mentality, the desire, pushy if you like,” added Green. 
“They want to win and are competitive.” 

Green said his love affair with the old gold and 
black would continue. He and his second wife Jill and 
the youngest of his 14 grandchildren, Sam, are season 
ticket holders. 

And, despite calling time on his scouting exploits 
the 77-year-old is certainly not running out of steam. 
Ending his association with Wolves means he can de¬ 
vote more time to his other love, running. 

The globe-trotting runner will continue to step out 
for Cannock and Stafford Athletics Club and hopes to 
add to the 47 marathons he has run. 

“I ran a 10k for GB Masters in Portugal recently 
and that was about the 20th country I have raced 
in,” he said. “I have done 47 marathons. I have done 
Paris, Rome, New York, Boston, London, Athens. 
I have also done the Himalayan 100-mile. I did the 
four-day 100k in Sahara desert and four years ago I 
did the polar circle marathon in Greenland.” 
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Title fight is 
on cards for 
‘Dangerous’ 

HALESOWEN’S Lennox Clarke saw 
off his opponent in the first round as 
he topped the bill at Walsall Town Hall. 
A title fight could now await the super 
middleweight. 

Just 38 seconds were left of the opener 
as ‘Dangerous’ wiped out Dean Gillen in 
a scheduled eight-round contest. 

The 24-year-old is already mandatory 
challenger to the vacant Midlands title, 
but a suitable co-contender has yet to be 
found. Clarke may end up bypassing that 
and going after English champion Jah- 
maine Smyle, from Leicester. 

West Bromwich’s Tom Stokes opened 
Saturday night’s show and entered sev¬ 
enth heaven with a four-round victory 
over Lewis van Poetsch. He has been pe¬ 
titioned to box for the area middleweight 
title. 

Four other bouts featured on this 
‘Summer Scorcher’ show, presented by 
promoter Errol Johnson’s Black Country 
Boxing outfit. 

Unbeaten Craig Morris, from Ludlow 
in Shropshire, outpointed Lithuanian 
Arvydas Trizno 60-54 in a light middle¬ 
weight six-rounder. Solihull’s Jordan 
Clayton was penalised but was still an 
easy winner over four rounds against 
Russian-born Andrej Capur. 

Birmingham’s Luke Walker threw 
the kitchen sink at Dan Blackwell, the 
brother of Chris Eubank Junior’s oppo¬ 
nent Nick. Victory was his by a 39-38 
points call. 

There was nothing technical about 
the shoot out between Coventry’s James 
Montgomery and Brummie Dwayne 
Sheldon, which ended with the second 
round just 12 seconds old. 

Montgomery had already been down 
from a stiff right hook and, once more, 
dropped his hands to be clobbered again 
with a right hook. Sheldon resumed his 
attacks looking for the finish. 

Relay results push 
depleted swimming 
team up rankings 

A DEPLETED Halesowen Swimming 
Club had a tough gala in Cheslyn Hay 
for the final round of the Mercian Sum¬ 
mer League as so many swimmers were 
unavailable. 

Halesowen began well and were in first 
place after 10 races, but with younger 
members having to swim in older age 
groups they soon fell into last place. The 
team had had some good relay results 
towards the end, finishing in fifth place 
and pushing Solihull into last position. 

Richard Phillips won both the open 
age 100m individual medley and 100m 
butterfly. Max Rollason won the open 
age 100m backstoke. 

The 14 years girls freestyle relay 
team of of Paige Robbins, Jessica Jones 
and Melissa Parsons and Holly Simp¬ 
son were successful. Paige, Jessica and 
Melissa then swam against much older 
swimmers, together with Tracey Worton 
in the open age girl’s freestyle relay to 
win again. 

The 12 years and under boys relay 
team won both their medley and free¬ 
style relay. The open boys medley relay 
team were also winners 


Jumping for joy over captain's role 



GB Olympic team captain Kristian Thomas 


KRISTIAN Thomas says it is an ‘honour’ to be 
made captain of Team GB’s men’s gymnastics 
team for Rio 2016. 

The 27-year-old, who trains at Earls Gymnas¬ 
tics Club in Halesowen two days a week, has been 
named in the team alongside Louis Smith, Max 
Whitlock, Nile Wilson and Brinn Bevan. 

The former pupil of St Edmund’s Academy, 
Wolverhampton, is going to his second Olympic 
Games after winning bronze in the team event at 
London 2012. 

“Obviously that’s a great honour to be named 
team captain,” he said. “The lads make it easy 


Gymnastics 


for me because they’re so experienced themselves. 
Max is in his second Olympics, Louis is in third. 

“It might just be a few reminders and little 
things here and there but generally it’s just keep¬ 
ing the guys together as a group.” 

Thomas is hoping to reach the individual final 
of both the vault and high bar in Rio, but has the 
best chance of a medal in the team event. 

“I’ve obviously got individual aims and aspira¬ 
tions, but first and foremost is the team compe¬ 
tition.” 


WES TO LEAD 
FROM FRONT 


STAND-IN captain Wes Grif¬ 
fiths is looking to lead Hale¬ 
sowen Cricket Club back up 
the table - starting when they 
travel to Coventry and North 
Warwickshire on Saturday. 

The club suffered a batting blip 
against Wombourne last weekend and 
had to settle for a losing draw. 

The result leaves them fifth in the Birming¬ 
ham and District Premier League Division Two 
standings, 50 points from the top spot at the half¬ 
way stage of the season. 

Griffiths will lead the side over the coming 
weeks with club captain Richard Booker on holi¬ 
day - and he is desperate to ensure they get back 
to winning ways at the first opportunity. 

Said Griffiths: “I am looking forward to the op¬ 
portunity to lead the team in the next few games 
as they are important for us to get up amongst 
the front runners - undoubtedly we need to get 
back to winning ways and get up there.” 

Halesowen were undone by left arm spinner 
Kuldip Diwan who took 4-27 for Wombourne, re¬ 
ducing Booker’s side to 127-7 in reply to a target 
of 250. 

Meanwhile, the Second XI demonstrated 
plenty of character to earn a winning draw at 
mid-table Moseley. 

Mark Fisher (91) led them to a solid score of 
225-8 from their 50 overs, before Jujar Johal took 
6-37 to reduce them to 166-9 and come within a 
whisker of victory. 

The Third XI saw their game succumb to the 
weather, whilst the Fourth XI bowled out Mart- 
ley for 217, with Raqueeb Khan taking 6-24, be¬ 
fore a strong all-around batting display ensured 
they chased down the total with four overs to 
spare. 

The Second XI will host West Bromwich and 
Dartmouth at Seth Somers Park on Saturday, 
while the Third and Fourth XIs will take on Ast- 
wood Bank away and home respectively. 

Finally, the club are hosting a number of mul¬ 
ti-sport summer camps over the coming weeks at 
a price of £20 per day or £80 per week, starting 
on July 27 and taking place for six weeks. 

For more details contact Chris Jones on 07950 
715832 or email chrisjonesyl2@yahoo.co.uk. 



Singles loss spurs Whiley on 


Jordanne Whiley and Yui Kamiji following 

THREE-TIME champion Jordanne Whiley 
was determined not to leave Wimbledon emp¬ 
ty-handed after heartbreak in the wheelchair 
singles. 

The 24-year-old Halesowen ace won her third 
consecutive SW19 doubles title on Sunday. But 
she admitted that she was still reeling from her 
semi-final defeat in the singles tournament. 

Whiley has eight wheelchair doubles Grand 
Slams to her name but her only singles title 
came in the US Open last year. 

After Sunday’s triumph alongside Yui Kamiji 
of Japan, Whiley is now setting her sights on 
Olympic glory in Rio. 

“We didn’t really expect to win three times in 


victory in the the wheelchair doubles final 

a row because obviously that’s a great achieve¬ 
ment,” she said. “But it wasn’t like the first 
time we won it when it was all tense and a re¬ 
ally massive win. It was easier, there was less 
pressure, I wasn’t that nervous.” 

Top seeds Whiley and Kamiji beat second 
seeds Jiske Griffioen and Aniek van Koot 6-2, 
6-2 in the final on court 17. It came after Whi¬ 
ley lost to Van Koot in the singles semi-final. 

“I was so gutted that I lost the singles, I just 
wanted to win a title at Wimbledon, I didn’t 
want to go home empty-handed,” said Whiley. 

She has now begun training for Rio, and will 
play in the British Open with Lucy Shuker - 
with whom she won a bronze at London 2012. 


Heathens 
get the better 
of their rivals 

CRADLEY climbed up to second in the 
National League table with a convincing 
52-38 home win over arch-rivals Milden- 
hall at Monmore Green. 

The rivalry between the two clubs was 
reignited last month when the Heathens’ 
trip to West Row was postponed follow¬ 
ing a dispute over the visitors’ line-up. 
However, Will Pottinger’s side ensured 
they gained on-track bragging rights 
with another strong all-round team dis¬ 
play to extend their winning run to four 
successive competitive meetings. 

Monmore masterclasses from dom¬ 
inant top two Ashley Morris and Max 
Clegg ensured they were never troubled 
by the Fen Tigers. 

Morris equalled his National League 
track record in the opening race to 
give his side the lead. Heathens never 
looked back as they edged clear thanks 
to another determined performance 
from Bradley Andrews. The New Zea¬ 
land-born youngster had a hectic 
evening with seven rides but was in¬ 
volved in their first four heat advantages 
to ensure they seized the upper hand. 

He also protected their advantage with 
victory in heat two after partner Layne 
Cupitt fell and demonstrated plenty of 
composure to force a mistake from Alfie 
Bowtell as he challenged for third on the 
final bend of heat four. 

Morris and Clegg struck maximums in 
heats 13 and 15 to ensure Mildenhall left 
empty-handed. Morris required a brave 
move to round the battling Connor Coles 
on the opening bend of heat 10. Clegg 
earned a full maximum 

Richard Andrews continued his im¬ 
pressive start with the Heathens to bag 
double figures and claim the flag with 
a classy heat eight ride. Luke Chessell 
added an important paid eight though 
plagued by mechanical problems. Young¬ 
ster Cupitt hit the deck three times but 
his side gained an important victory. 

Purchase blow as 
he misses season 

CRADLEY have been dealt a blow as 
James Purchase will miss the rest of 
the season. The 28-year-old suffered a 
shoulder injury in a crash against Bux¬ 
ton on June 13 and has now been ad¬ 
vised to undergo surgery. 

Purchase admits the news has left him 
‘devastated’ but is determined to return 
to the saddle next season. 

Said Purchase: “It’s a huge disap¬ 
pointment that my season is over. 

“I was hoping to be able to come back 
after a few weeks, but I’ve seen the sur¬ 
geon and he says if I don’t get it operated 
on it’ll just be the same in six months’ 
time.” 


★★★ 
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